Open-Ended vs. Close-Ended Questions

What are Close-ended Questions?
Questions that have limited response options.

Why ask Close-ended Questions?

Close-ended questions test knowledge and result in specific answers. You
can also use them to help build up to an open-ended question. Ask a close-
ended question first, then follow up with an open-ended one. (i.e. Where
did Sam go when she left the store? Why did she go there?)

In some cases, you may need to use force-ended questions.

What are Forced-ended Questions?
Force-ended questions are a type of close-ended question. Children are
given a choice of two or more limited responses.

Why ask Forced-ended Questions?

In cases where children have expressive language delays, difficulty with
rapid word retrieval, or are dual language learners, force-ended questions
help scaffold instruction. They help students answer comprehension
guestions without being hindered by expressive language limitations.

What are Open-ended Questions?
Questions that have unlimited response options.

Why ask Open-ended Questions?

Open-ended questions require more in-depth responses and are usually
supported with evidence from the text. These types of questions open up
discussion and require higher-level thinking.

Close-Ended Force-Ended Open-Ended

Who is this story mainly Who is the story mainly Why did Ms. Jones cry when
about? about: Ms. Jones or the she found the teddy bear?
firefighter?
What did Rob like to do? | Did Rob like to skate in How did Rob change

the park or read books in | throughout the story? Why?
the library?
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Where did the story take
place?

Where did the story take
place: in the forest or at
the beach?

How is the scene in the ice
cream parlor different from
the one in the monster’s

cave?
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