
 

 

Older Toddler Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: All about Me 

                                                                     
 
 

  

AUGUST INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

WHO AM I? WHY DO I MATTER? 
  

Use child 
directed speech, 

touch, and a 
joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 
experiences 

while reading.

Model book 
handling skills 

without 
interrupting the 

flow of the story. 
“Let’s turn the 
page and see 
what happens 

next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 

key vocabulary 
to name pictures.

After reading, 
ask open-ended 
questions about 
events and the 

actions and 
feelings of  
characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even 
when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•Before reading the book in English to the whole class for the first time, read it to DLLs in English in a small group to facilitate comprehension and participation.

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is to make 
connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language.
• Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Expression/expresión (ehks-preh-syohn), Perfect/perfecto(a) (pehr-fehk-toh), Adore/adorar (ah-doh-rahr), Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh)

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.
•Invite children to do the actions of the Act words with you to promote engagement and comprehension.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day. 
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song!
•Books available in Spanish: Tú eres Tú, Las manos

After Read Alouds



 

 

 
Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 

Focus on tier 2 words. 
 
Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new 
words depending on the stage of language 
development of the children in your classroom. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children 
in playful and loving interactions and 
capture the child’s/ children’s interest in 
the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement. 
(Include an example of open-
ended question) 

 

 
I Am So Brave! 

by Stephen Krensky  
 
 

 
Feelings/sentimientos (sehn-tee-myehn-tohs): how 
you feel inside/como te sientes por dentro 
Brave/ valiente (bah-lyehn-teh): someone who is not 
afraid/alguien que no tiene miedo 
Scared/ asustado (ah-soos-tah-doh): to be afraid of 
something or someone/tener miedo de algo o alguien  
Enjoy/disfrutar (dees-froo-tahr): to really like 
something/cuando te gusta algo mucho 
 
PAT 
dark, shine, beep, scared 

 
I am so brave (chant) 
I am brave-  
(kids repeat) 
I am brave 
I feel brave when it is dark.  
I feel brave at the slide in the park. 
I can feel brave even when I'm 
scared. 
I can do hard things because my 
family cares. 

 
This is a story about a 
little boy called I Am So 
Brave. Let’s see how he 
is brave in this story. 

 
We just read about all the 
ways this little boy was 
brave. How was he brave in 
this story? 

 

 
 

Can You Make a 
Happy Face? 

by Janice Behrens 
 
 

 
Feelings/sentimientos (sehn-tee-myehn-tohs): how 
you feel inside/como te sientes por dentro 
Expression/expresión (ehks-preh-syohn): the way your 
face moves to show your feelings/la forma en que la 
cara se mueve para mostrar tus sentimientos 
Excited/emocionado(a) (eh-moh-syoh-nah-doh): very 
happy/estar muy content(a) por algo 
Surprised/ sorprendido(a) (sohr-prehn-dee-doh): how 
you feel when you do not expect something/como nos 
sentimos cuando no esperamos algo 
 
PAT 
grumpy, shy, happy, sad, silly, mad, sleepy 
 

 
Get a mirror for children to see their 
faces and with a singsong voice ask 
them to make the different faces 
and see themselves and their 
feelings reflected in the mirror. 

 
This book, Can You 
Make a Happy Face, is 
all about the ways our 
faces look and show 
our feelings. I wonder 
how children in this 
book might show their 
feelings on their faces. 
Let’s read and see! 

 
We just read about the 
ways our faces look and 
show our feelings. How did 
the children in this book 
show their feelings on their 
faces? 

  



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 
 
Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words 
depending on the stage of language development of the 
children in your classroom. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and loving 
interactions and capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement. 
(Include an example of 
open-ended question) 

 

 
 

Little You 
by Richard Van 

Camp 
 

Wonder/maravilla (mah-rah-bee-yah): (noun) something 
really great/algo realmente genial o especial 
Amazing/asombroso (ah-sohm-broh-soh): really 
great/maravilloso 
Perfect/perfecto(a) (pehr-fehk-toh): great just the way it 
is/algo que no tiene falta 
Adore/adorar (ah-doh-rahr): love so much/querer mucho 
 
Rhyming words: 
Wings, sing 
Light, tight 
Wonder, thunder 
 
PAT:  
Mighty, breath 
 

Poem- 
 
You are a wonder,  
your heart shines so bright.  
You are quite perfect as you 
shine your bright light.  
You may be little,  
but you make me want to sing 
I love you-  
you're my everything. 
(sing this last line!) 

This is a story about how 
much a family loves their 
little child. It is called Little 
You. I wonder what they 
say about their child and 
how special their child is. 
Let’s read it together and 
see! 

We just read a story 
called Little You, about 
how much a family loves 
their little child. Why 
was their child so special 
to them? 

 

 
Hands Can 

by Cheryl Willis 
Hudson 

 

Amazing/asombroso (ah-sohm-broh-soh): really great/ 
maravilloso 
Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): not the same/ algo 
que no es lo mismo o igual a otra cosa 
Helpful/ servicial (sehr-bee-syahl): ready to help/ listo(a) a 
ayudar 
 
PAT- 
Wave, High/low, Mold, Catch, Tell- In a row 

I Can Move my Body (chant with 
movements):  
 
My body is amazing-  
There's so much I can do 
Let me show you how and you 
can do something too!  
 
I can move my body. 
I can clap my hands. 
I can wave my arms. 
I can take a stand. 
 
I can give myself a hug. 
I can stretch and bend. 
I can sit myself down 
Right here beside a friend. 

This book is all about all 
the things you can do with 
your hands. It is called 
Hands Can. Let’s read and 
find out how the children 
in this book use their 
hands. 
 

We just read this book 
about all the things you 
can do with your hands. 
How did the children in 
this book use their 
hands? 
 

 


