
The Assessment Cycle

We said earlier that progress monitoring is a continuous cycle. The graphic below helps us to 
visualize the process of progress monitoring. A description of the steps follows.
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The Assessment Cycle

1. Set a Clear Destination: The Learning Goals - The questions we ask about children’s 
abilities to do certain things are closely related to the developmental expectations we have 
for them. In the language and literacy domain, we use the RRFTS Children’s Outcomes 
Document to guide ourselves regarding what children should be doing in the areas of
language and literacy from birth to five years of age.

2. Implement Learning Activities Aligned with Goals – This step involves the planning and 
implementation of learning activities – the curriculum – aligned with the goals.

3. Observe/Assess/Record what you See – in this step, we are concerned with collecting 
information that will tell us where children are toward meeting the goal – is the skill present? 
Not yet? We do this through several means, all of which involve observation and interaction 
with children, one-on-one, in small group, or even in a large group.

4. Reflect on results/Analyze data – now it’s time to reflect on what we observed or discov-
ered and analyze what we have found out.

5. Respond by Making a Plan or Adjusting Teaching – it’s time for action on our part. We 
use the results we have obtained to make a new plan, make adjustments to an existing plan, 
and tweak our teaching in a variety of ways, to support children’s progress.




