
LITERACY AND 
JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Infants and Young Toddlers 
 
 

Equality    ·   Choice ·    Voice   ·   Dialogue   ·   Reflection   ·   Reciprocity   ·   Praxis 

Inquiry Questions: 
 

How can I use my ideas and 
creativity, my heart, my voice, 
and all of me to make the 
world kinder, more connected, 
more beautiful, more joyful, 
and more just?  
 
Why do we make music?   
 
How can music help us to feel 
joy, to be connected, to 
encourage and inspire 
ourselves and others?  
 



   
 

   

 

Infant/Young Toddler Scaffold 

Theme Connections: Music 

                                                                                         

INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

HOW CAN I USE MY IDEAS AND CREATIVITY, MY HEART, MY VOICE, AND ALL OF ME TO MAKE THE WORLD KINDER, MORE CONNECTED, MORE BEAUTIFUL, 

MORE JOYFUL, AND MORE JUST? 

WHY DO WE MAKE MUSIC? HOW CAN MUSIC HELP US TO FEEL JOY, TO BE CONNECTED, TO ENCOURAGE AND INSPIRE OURSELVES AND OTHERS?  

Dual Language Learners Supports

•Give specific focus to the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

•When reading the book in English for the first time, read it to DLLs in a small group before reading it to the whole group, to facilitate comprehension and 
participation.

Supports for Language and Literacy Development During Read Alouds

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the first language of the DLLs. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help 
you. Even when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

•Books available in Spanish: Amazing Me! Music! (bilingual version) 

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is 
to make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language. 

•The focus of each of our inquiries is an English/Spanish cognates: Music: música (MEW-see-kah)

•Look for other cognates in the focus words for each book.

First Language Connections

Use child 
directed speech, 

touch, and a 
joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 

Stay tuned in to 
children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 
experiences 

while reading.

Model book 
handling skills 

without 
interrupting the 

flow of the 
story. “Let’s 
turn the page 
and see what 

happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 
children to 

point to 
pictures or use 
key vocabulary 

to name 
pictures.

Talking about 
the book with 

infants and 
young toddlers: 

Ask questions 
and model 
answers.

Talking about 
the book with 
older toddlers:

Ask open-
ended questions 

about events 
and the actions 
and feelings of  

characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, 
in any language!

Additional Text 



   
 

   

 

 

Anchor Books & 
links 

Key Vocabulary- English + 
Spanish 
focus on tier 1 words for infant/young 
toddler and mostly tier 2 words for 
OT" 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction and capture the child’s/ 
children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the 
book’s cover. Name 
the title of the book 
and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement (OT include 

an example of open-
ended question) 
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement 

Supports for DLLs 
cultural connections, props, songs in 1st 
language, other ideas 

 

 
Amazing Me: Music 

(E+S) 
by Carol Thompson 

Amazing/asombroso (ah-sohm-broh-
soh) 
Drum/tambor (tahm-bohr) 
Rattle/sonajero (son-ah-heh-roh) 
Sticks/palos (pah-lohs) 
Guitar/guitarra (gee-tah-rah) 
Joyful/alegre (ah-leh-grey) 

Have a musical instrument and play it and 
encourage children to play with it as you tune 
in. Put words to the sounds that the 
instrument makes like they do in the book. 

Friends- this book is 
called Amazing Me: 
Music. Let’s read and 
see all of the amazing 
ways these children 
move their bodies 
and instruments to 
make music. 

We just read about so 
many amazing ways that 
children make music.  
Let’s look back and see 
how they moved their 
bodies and used 
instruments to make 
joyful music! 

Before sharing the story in English, introduce 

the book in the first language of the DLLs. 

Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, 

and families can help you. Even when the 

book is not available in the first language, a 

bilingual adult can talk with the child in their 

first language about the pictures in the book. 

Amazing Me is available as a bilingual 

Spanish/English book. 

 

Make connections between English and first 
language of key words in the story (and 
throughout the day) 

 
Learn some songs in the first languages of the 
children in your class and use them throughout 
the day!  

 
Ask families about instruments and music that 
are important to their culture/family and think 
about how families might share these 
instruments and music with your class. 
 
Give specific focus to the P (point) and A (act) 
of the PAT strategy while reading, as this is a 
great support for DLLs. 

 

 
Music Is… 

by Brandon Sosuy 

Quiet/tranquilo(trahn-kee-lo) 
Loud/ruidoso (rrwee-doh-soh) 
Fast/rápido (rah-pee-doh) 
Slow/despacio (dehs-pah-syoh) 
Calm/calma (cal-mah) 
Happy/feliz (feh-lees) 
Sad/triste (trees-teh)  
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 
 

We can be... together (with baby on lap)  

We can be LOUD (say word more loudly) 

We can be quiet (whisper) 

We can be fast (wiggle body quickly) 

We can be slow (say the word slowly and 

rock side to side slowly) 

We can be sad (sad face) 

We can be happy (happy face). 

But through it all, we can be together 

(hug the baby).  

 

Or play or sing a song your children 
love. Talk about how music helps us 
feel, move, connect and play! 

This book is about so 
many things that 
Music Is and helps us 
do and feel. Let’s read 
together about music 
and think about how 
music connects us 
and makes us feel and 
move! 

We just read Music Is. . . 
Let’s look back and see 
all the different ways 
music can sound and 
make us feel! 
 
 

  



   
 

   

 

Anchor Books & links Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
focus on tier 1 words for infant/young toddler 
and mostly tier 2 words for OT" 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in a 
playful and loving interaction and capture the 
child’s/ children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement 
(OT include an example of 
open-ended question) 
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement 

 

 
Shake it up, Baby! 

by Karen Katz 

*Notice the options of focus words below. Consider your 
children and select the focus words that seem most 
appropriate/helpful.  
 
Words from Cox Campus Guide: 

 
Baby/bebé (beh-BAY)  
Rattle/sonajero (soh-nah-heh-roh) 
Shake/sacudir (sah-koo-deer) 
Up/arriba (ah-ree-bah) 
Down/abajo (ah-bah-ho) 
------------------------------ 
Possible Additional/Alternative Words to 
include: 
 
Music/música (moo-see-kah) 
Joyful /alegre (ah-leh-greh) 
Spin/girar (heer-ar) 
Clap/aplaudir (ah-plow-deer) 
 
PAT-  
bang/estallido (ehs-tah-yee-doh) 
bounce/rebotar (reh-boh-tahr) 
giggle/risita (ree-see-tah) 
wiggle/menear (meh-neh-ahr) 

The book has a rattle in the spine... As you get 
settled with the child pick up the book and shake 
it as you bounce/giggle/ and wiggle together.  
 
Sing- 
Shake, shake, shake- shake, shake, shake 
Make joyful music- and shake your body (rattle)!  
Yeah! 
 
Clap, Clap, Clap- Clap, clap, clap-  
Make joyful music- Clap your hands now! Yeah! 

The name of this book is 
Shake it up, Baby! Look at 
baby! She looks so happy! I 
see that she has two rattles 
in each hand, and she is 
shaking them to make 
music! Let’s read the book 
and find out about all the 
amazing ways these babies 
move their bodies and 
instruments to make music 
and have fun!   

We just read about so many 
amazing ways that the babies 
moved their bodies and 
instruments to make music and 
have fun!  Let’s look back and 
see what they did! 
 
 
 

 

 
Let's Make Music (National 
Geographic Kids Look and 

Learn) 

Rattle/sonajero (soh-nah-heh-roh) 
Music/música (moo-see-kah) 
Play/jugar (hoo-gahr) 
Sounds/sonidos (soh-nee-dohs) 
Instrument/instrumento (eens-troo-mehn-toh) 
 
 

Tune in Rhyme-  
 
Rattle, Rattle, shake, shake! 
Play the instruments- the music sounds great! 
Sing, sing- we all know how! 
Let’s read a story about making music now!  
 

This book, Let’s make music! 
is about is about many 
instruments we can play 
together. I see a child 
playing the drums and 
another child playing a 
ukulele. Let’s read together 
and talk about how these 
children used instruments 
to make music! 

We just read Let’s Make Music 
about many different ways to 
make music. Let’s look back and 
see some of the different ways!   
 

 

  



   
 

   

 

Anchor Books & links Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
focus on tier 1 words for infant/young toddler 
and mostly tier 2 words for OT" 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in a 
playful and loving interaction and capture the 
child’s/ children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of the 
book and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing Statement 
(OT include an example of 
open-ended question) 
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement 

 

 
Love Me Tender 

by Elvis Presley 

 

Music/música (moo-see-kah) 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 
Love/amor (ah-mohr) 
Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah) 
Feelings/sentimientos (sehn-tee-me-N-tohs) 
 
PAT 
Piano/piano (pyah-noh) 
Guitar/guitarra (gee-tah-rah) 
Xylophone/xilófono (see-noh-foh-noh) 
Tambourine/pandereta (pahn-deh-reh-tah) 
Maraca/Maraca (mah-rah-kah) 
Triangle/Triángulo (tryahng-goo-loh) 
Drum/tambor (tahm-bohr) 

Echo song-  
I love you, always forever 
Near and far, singing together 
I love you, (baby’s name) 
(Modified by Betty Who’s I love you, Always 
Forever) 
 
OR- play Love me Tender by Elvis 
 

Friends, look at this book! 
There are three babies with 
grown-ups who love them 
so much. This book, Love 
me Tender is a song about 
how much YOU are loved 
and how much families love 
their children. Let’s see how 
music can help people share 
their feelings and their love. 

We just read Love Me Tender, a 
song about love and pictures 
about how much families love 
their children! 

 

 
Hello, World! Music! 

by Jill McDonald 

Music/Música (moo-see-kah) 
Instrument/Instrumento (eens-troo-mehn-toh) 
Different/ diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh) 
High/alto (ahl-toh) 
Low/bajo (bah-hoh) 

 
 
PAT- 
Big/ grande (grahn-deh) 
Small/ pequeño (peh-keh-nyoh) 
Tiny/diminuto (dee-mee-noo-toh) 
Loud/Ruidoso (rwee-doh-soh) 
Quiet/silencioso (see-lehn-syoh-soh) 

“Sing, Sing a Song” by the Carpenters 
 
Sing, Sing a song  
Make the world sing along 
Sing of how it could be 
Sing for you and for me. 
La la la la ….  
 
 

This book is called, Hello, 
World! Music and is all about 
different instruments. I see 
a piano, a violin, a guitar, a 
trumpet, and maracas here! 
There are many different 
instruments, and they all 
help us make music! Let’s 
see some of the 
instruments! 

This book was about so many 
different instruments people use 
to make music. Let’s look back 
at all the different instruments 
and talk about them together! 

Additional Books: De Colores 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5SkY9WHekg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U07qx3MBEoI


Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 

beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves 

and others? How can we use music to change the world? 

Focus Words: 

Amazing/asombroso (ah-sohm-broh-soh)  
Drum/tambor (tahm-bohr)  
Rattle/sonajero (son-ah-heh-roh)  
Sticks/palos (pah-lohs)  
Guitar/guitarra (gee-tah-rah)  
Joyful/alegre (ah-leh-grey)  
Quiet/tranquilo (trahn-kee-lo)  
Loud/ruidoso (rrwee-doh-soh)  
Fast/rápido (rah-pee-doh)  
Slow/despacio (dehs-pah-syoh)  
Calm/calma (cal-mah)  
Happy/feliz (feh-lees)  
Sad/triste (trees-teh)   
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Infant/Young Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 
bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music 

with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Infant/Young Toddlers                Theme:_______________                                    Week of: _______________ 

Social-Emotional: 

Across the day and weeks tune 

in to babies and  describe the 

feelings they seem to be having. 

Music/Conversations: 

Play and sing songs throughout 

the day and talk about how they 

sound and make you feel (happy, 

joyful, calm, sad, quiet, loud)  

Family Connection: 

Ask families if there is anyone who 

would be able to either come in and 

play an instrument or sing a song for 

the children, or record it for children 

to listen to during the day! 

Music & Movement: 

Classroom concert- Have baby-friendly instruments 

out for them to play along with music and to make 

their own music. Clap and play and sing with them and 

their beat! Talk about different music and narrate for 

children what they are doing to make amazing music 

together. Is it fast/slow; loud/quiet? Can you play 

together? 

Tummy/Mirror Time: 

Position the baby where they can see their 

reflection and watch themselves play music 

with the collection of instruments and 

shakers you have compiled across the room. 

Notice how they seem to feel and describe it 

with words. Narrate their actions (i.e. “You 

are using your hands to shake the rattle and 

your head is moving to the beat!”)  

 
Focus Books:  

Amazing Me! Music  
By Carol Thompson 

&  
Music is…. 

By Brandon Sosuy 

 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 

beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves 

and others? How can we use music to change the world? 

Focus Words: *Notice the options of focus words below. Consider your children and select the focus words that seem most appropriate/helpful. 

Words from Cox Campus Guide: 
Baby/bebé (beh-BAY)  
Rattle/sonajero (soh-nah-heh-roh)  
Shake/sacudir (sah-koo-deer) 
Up/arriba (ah-ree-bah)  
Down/abajo (ah-bah-ho)  
 
Possible Additional/Alternative Words to include: 
Music/música (moo-see-kah)  
Joyful /alegre (ah-leh-greh)  
Spin/girar (heer-ar)  
Clap/aplaudir (ah-plow-deer) 
Play/jugar (hoo-gahr)  
Sounds/sonidos (soh-nee-dohs)  
Instrument/instrumento (eens-troo-mehn-toh)  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

•Add photos of various instruments around the room to encourage conversations. 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and bubble map. 
Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages 
throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music with your 

class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Infant/Young Toddler              Theme:_______________                                            Week of: 

Outdoor Play:  

Use the words “down” and “up” as 

children move and play and 

encourage them to use them too! 

Play games where you put your 

hands up and then down!  

 

Tummy/Mirror Time: 

Position the baby where they can see their 

reflection and watch themselves play 

music with the collection of instruments 

and shakers you have compiled across the 

room. Notice how they seem to feel and 

describe it with words. Map language onto 

their actions (ie. You are using your hands 

to shake the rattle and your head is 

moving to the beat!)  

Changes to Environment: 

Add photos of various 
instruments around the room 

to encourage conversations. 

Family Connection:  

Babies love to explore the many sounds  

they can make with their bodies and materials in  

the environment. Ask families if there is any  

‘instrument’ their child has created (pots and pans 

and a spoon, etc.) See if they can record or take a 

picture of the child making music in these creative 

ways at home.  

Create a class book with the children’s pictures 

making music in their homes.  

Music and Movement: 

The Shake it up, Baby! Book has 

a rattle in the spine. Have the 

book out for children to explore 

and to read and make music 

with you across the weeks. This 

one is sure to be a new favorite!  

Indoor Experience:  

Collect materials in the classroom that 
make sounds when moved (rattles, shakers, 

toys with sound makers, etc.). Put them 
together in a basket for children to explore 
and see the different sounds they can make 

with these child friendly instruments!   

 

Focus Books:  
Shake It Up Baby                               

by Karen Katz  
&  

Let’s Make Music  
by National Geographic Kids

 

Be creative! Create your 

own connected activities 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler__  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 

beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make music? How can music help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves 

and others? How can we use music to change the world? 

Focus Words: 

Music/música (moo-see-kah) 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 
Love/amor (ah-mohr) 
Family/familia (fah-mee-lyah) 
Feelings/sentimientos (sehn-tee-me-N-tohs) 
Instrument/Instrumento (eens-troo-mehn-toh) 
Different/ diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh) 
High/alto (ahl-toh) 
Low/bajo (bah-hoh) 

 

What changes will you make to the environment?  

Add photos low on the classroom walls of different instruments to promote conversations. 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler_  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 
bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Music/música (MEW-see-kah)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about instruments and music that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share these instruments and music 

with your class. Could they come in or send a video and share the song or instrument? Or, can they send you a link to a favorite song? 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Infant/Young Toddler               Theme:_______________                                 Week of: _______________ 

Music and Movement: 

Have a variety of child-friendly 

instruments for children to play with. As 

they explore them and make music with 

them, narrate what they are doing with 

the variety of different instruments (I.e. 

you are banging on that big drum. It is 

making a loud sound!; that xylophone 

makes a high pitch when you hit the 

smallest bar!) 

Music and Movement: 

Have a class dance party to move to 

different types of music. Encourage 

children to see themselves reflected in 

the mirror and narrate how children 

move and the music that they are making 

with their bodies! 

Morning Meeting:  

Bring in different instruments 

and introduce them to the 

children. 

Family Connection:  

Ask families to send in a song that they sing to 

their baby or one that they love to listen to 

together. Make a playlist for the classroom 

either with the recordings of the songs that 

families make and share OR with other 

recordings of those songs with different 

instrumentation. Play throughout the day and 

talk about how music can help us feel and be 

together with people we love and who love us!  

Circle Time/ Throughout the 

Week: 

Listen to different types of 

music and talk about what you 

hear, what instruments they 

might be playing, and how the 

music makes you feel and 

want to move. 

Social/Emotional: 

Invite children to come to the display in 

the classroom of their family and 

people who love them and who they 

love. Invite them to sing a song to the 

pictures of the people that they love or 

play a concert for the pictures! Then, 

invite them to do it again when the 

family members come to pick them up! 

Focus Books:  
Love Me Tender  
by Elvis Presley 

   &                                          
Hello, World! Music!                           

by Jill McDonald   

 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 



   
 

   

 

Infant/Young Toddler Scaffold 

 

 

                                             

                      
  

Art Connections to Themes: Art, STEAM, Be a Maker 

Dual Language Learners Supports

•Give specific focus to the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

•When reading the book in English for the first time, read it to DLLs in a small group before reading it to the whole group, to facilitate comprehension and 
participation.

Supports for Language and Literacy Development During Read Alouds

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the first language of the DLLs. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help 
you. Even when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

•Books from this month available in Spanish: Mix it Up, Splash! and Move (bilingual version)

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is 
to make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language. 

•The focus of each of our inquiries is an English/Spanish cognates: Art: arte (R-tay) Move: mover (moo-vair)

•Look for other cognates in the focus words for each book.

First Language Connections

Use child 
directed speech, 

touch, and a 
joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 

Stay tuned in to 
children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 
experiences 

while reading.

Model book 
handling skills 

without 
interrupting the 

flow of the 
story. “Let’s 
turn the page 
and see what 

happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 
children to 

point to 
pictures or use 
key vocabulary 

to name 
pictures.

Talking about 
the book with 

infants and 
young toddlers: 

Ask questions 
and model 
answers.

Talking about 
the book with 
older toddlers:

Ask open-
ended questions 

about events 
and the actions 
and feelings of  

characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, 
in any language!

Movement Connections to Themes: Exercise, Health, Sports 

HOW CAN I USE MY IDEAS AND CREATIVITY, MY HEART, MY VOICE, AND ALL OF ME TO MAKE THE WORLD KINDER, MORE CONNECTED, MORE BEAUTIFUL, 

MORE JOYFUL, AND MORE JUST? 

ART: WHY DO WE MAKE ART? HOW CAN ART HELP US TO FEEL JOY, TO BE CONNECTED, TO ENCOURAGE AND INSPIRE OURSELVES AND OTHERS?  

HOW CAN WE USE ART TO CHANGE THE WORLD? 
MOVEMENT: WHY DO WE MOVE? HOW DO WE MOVE? HOW DOES MOVING AND CARING FOR OUR BODIES HELP US TO FEEL JOY, TO BE CONNECTED, TO 

ENCOURAGE AND INSPIRE OURSELVES AND OTHERS?    HOW CAN WE USE MOVEMENT TO CHANGE THE WORLD? 

Additional Text 



   
 

   

 

 
Anchor Books & links Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 

focus on tier 1 words for infant/young 
toddler and mostly tier 2 words for OT 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in a 
playful and loving interaction and capture the 
child’s/ children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing Statement 
(OT include an example of 
open-ended question) 
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement 

 

 
Mix it Up 

By Hervé Tullet 
(English+Spanish) 

 

Shake/sacudir (sah-koo-deer) 
Touch/tocar (toh-kahr) 
Gently/Suavemente swah-beh-mehn-teh)  
Hard/duro (doo-roh) 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 
Mix/mezclar (mehs-klahr) 
 
PAT- 
Tap/golpear (gohl-peh-ahr) 

Saco las manitas: Spanish song 
Saco mis manitas  
Las pongo a bailar 
Las abro las cierro  
Y las vuelvo a guardar 
 
(meaning of song: I take my hands and make them 
dance! I open, and I close them! And, then I put them 
back!) 

This book is called Mix it Up 
and I can see many colors 
here. I see red like your shoes 
and blue like your jacket. 
And, I see the colors are 
mixing up; let's read together 
and see what colors we will 
find. 

What beautiful colors we see in 

this book, and I bet you if we 

put all these colors together, we 

will see more colors! (showing 

visuals to focus on the colors 

and making connections with the 

colors children have close to 

them). 

 
See, Touch, Feel 
By Roger Priddy 

 

Mix/mezclar (mehs-klahr) 
Soft/suave (swah-beh) 
Happy/feliz (feh-lees) 
Smooth/liso (lee-soh) 
Touch/tocar (toh-kahr) 
Small/pequeño (peh-keh-nyoh) 

Ask the children to look at my hands and the noises 
and movements I can make with them. Can you try it 
too? 

In this book I see two hands 
like my hands and your 
hands, and I can see many 
colors on them. We can do 
many things with our hands! 
Let’s read together and see 
what else we can do with our 
hands. 

We see that we can do many 
things with our hands, like 
hugging, kissing, painting, 
dancing, clapping and so many 
more amazing things! 

  

https://www.google.com/search?rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS956US956&q=Herv%C3%A9+Tullet&stick=H4sIAAAAAAAAAONgVuLSz9U3MC3LNUqpesRoyi3w8sc9YSmdSWtOXmNU4-IKzsgvd80rySypFJLgYoOy-KR4uJC08Sxi5fVILSo7vFIhpDQnJ7UEAAYcoUFWAAAA&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiqgqqBk_z2AhWRomoFHVQhD7EQzIcDKAB6BAgFEAE


   
 

   

 

Anchor Books & links Key Vocabulary- English + 
Spanish 
focus on tier 1 words for 
infant/young toddler and mostly 
tier 2 words for OT 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and 
loving interaction and capture the child’s/ children’s 
interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing Statement 
(OT include an example of 
open-ended question) 
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement 

 

 
Baby Dance 

by Anne Taylor 
 

Up/arriba (ah-ree-bah) 
Down/abajo (ah-bah-hoh) 
Round/la vuelta (lah bwehl-tah) 
Dance/bailar (bay-lahr) 
Move/mover (moh-behr) 
Sing/cantar (kahn-tahr) 

Let’s dance and move our body 
Hands up 
Hands down 
 
Shake all your body 
Shake, shake, and shake 

In this book I see the baby 
and the daddy dancing, they 
are smiling, and they seem 
happy. Let’s read and see 
why they are dancing. 

What a beautiful story! We can 
dance and move like daddy and 
the baby girl. We can move our 
body, feel happy, and smile too. 

 
 

 
Babies around the 
World: Dancing 
by Tamara Barker 

Dance/bailar (bay-lahr) 
Around /alrededor (ahl-reh-deh-dohr) 
Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 
Hop/brincar (breeng-kahr) 
Stomp/pisar fuerte (pee-sahr fwehr-the) 

I like to move it move it 
I like to move it move it song 
 
Or 
 
Dancing Together (tune of Hokey Pokey) 
You put your hands up 
You put your hands down 
You put your hands up  
And you turn yourself around 
We sing and dance together 
And we stomp our feet on the ground 
That’s what it’s all about! 
 
 

In this book I see children 

dancing and having fun 

together. Let's read and see 

what kinds of different 

dances these children enjoy! 

I love this story about babies 
around the world dancing! We 
can see how babies from 
different parts of the world, with 
different music and instruments, 
love to move!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1GwIS7wGDTo


   
 

   

 

Infant/Young Toddler Scaffold 
  

Anchor Books & links Key Vocabulary- English + 
Spanish 
focus on tier 1 words for 
infant/young toddler and 
mostly tier 2 words for OT 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and 
loving interaction and capture the child’s/ children’s interest 
in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing Statement 
(OT include an example of 
open-ended question) 
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement 

 

 
Leo can swim 

by Anna McQuinn 

Swim/nadar (nah-dahr) 
Splash/salpicar (sahl-pee-kahr) 
Slide/deslizarse (dehs-lee-sahr-
seh)  
Hold/sostener (sohs-teh-nehr) 
Kick/patear (pah-teh-ahr) 
 
 

Swim and splash all around 
The water makes a wonderful sound 
 
Slide, kick, bubble, splish 
Moving in the water I swim like a fish! 
 
Swimming in the water, me and you 
It’s one of my favorite things to do!  
 
(to the tune of Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star) 

This is a story called Leo Can 
Swim. I see Leo here in the 
water. I wonder how he 
moves in the water and how 
he feels about moving in the 
water. Let’s read and find 
out! 
 

We just read about all the ways 
that Leo moved, swam, and 
played in the water. Let's look 
back and see. 

 

 
Splash! 

by Roberta Grobel 
Intrater 

Bath/bañera (bah-nyeh-rah) 
Bubble/burbujas (boor-boo-hah) 
Water/agua (ah-gwah) 
Wonderful/maravilloso (mah-
rah-bee-yoh-soh) 
Splash/salpicar (sahl-pee-kahr) 

Sing the “I jump in the bathtub” song:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRVsOCh907o 

 
I jump in the bathtub! 

Its time to get all clean. 

I’ll be the cleanest kid you’ve ever seen! 

The soap and the bubbles are filling up the tub, so I'll jump in the 

water and scrub, scrub, scrub...  

 

Move and splash in the bathtub 

They wash my hair and give me a scrub. 

Bubbles are fun and rainbowy and round 

And I splash in the tub to make that splashy sound! 

 
 

This book called Splash! It is 
all about children playing and 
doing things with water. Let’s 
read it together and see what 
these children did with the 
water and how we think they 
feel about the water from 
looking at their photographs!  

We read Splash!  and saw 
children playing and doing things 
with water. Let’s look back 
together and see what they did 
with the water. 
 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WRVsOCh907o


   
 

   

 

Anchor Books & links Key Vocabulary- English + 
Spanish 
focus on tier 1 words for 
infant/young toddler and 
mostly tier 2 words for OT 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and 
loving interaction and capture the child’s/ children’s interest 
in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing Statement 
(OT include an example of 
open-ended question) 
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement 

 

 
Clap Hands 

by Helen Oxenbury 

Move/mover (moh-behr) 
Dance/bailar (bay-lahr) 
Clap/aplaudir (ah-plow-deer) 
Spin/girar (hee-rahr) 
Wave/agitar (ah-hee-tahr) 
 

Move move – here we go. 
Moving on the ground...   
Dancing here, and clapping there 
Wave and spin around.  
(To the tune of Row Row Row your boat) 

This is a story called Clap 
Hands. I see two babies 
moving and looking at the 
amazing ways they move 
their bodies. I wonder how 
they move and how moving 
makes them feel. Let’s read 
and find out! 
 

We just read about so many 
ways babies move. Let's look 
back and see how they moved 
and how they felt about moving. 
 

 

 
Move/Moviendose  

by Elizabeth Verdick & 
Marjorie Lisovskis 

Move/mover (moh-behr) 
Push/empujar (ehm-poo-hahr) 
Scoot/correr rápidamente 
(koh-rehr rah-pee-dah-mehn-teh) 
Climb/escalar (ehs-kah-lahr) 
Bounce/rebotar (reh-boh-tahr) 
 

I like to move it move it 
I like to move it move it 
I like to move it move it 
I like to.... Move it 
 
I like to push it push it  
I like to climb it -climb it 
I like to bounce and bounce it  
I like to--- move it! 
(from Reel 2 Reel and Madagascar) 

This book called Move! It is 
all about many ways that 
babies move- just like you! 
Let’s read it together and see 
how these babies moved and 
how they feel about all of 
their moving!   

We read Move!  and saw babies 
moving in so many different 
ways! Let’s look back together 
and see how they moved! 
 

 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 

beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we make art? How can art help us to feel joy, to be connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves and 

others? How can we use art to change the world?  

Focus Words:  

Shake/sacudir (sah-koo-deer) 

Touch/tocar (toh-kahr) 

Gently/Suavemente swah-beh-mehn-teh)  

Hard/duro (doo-roh) 

Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 

Mix/mezclar (mehs-klahr) 

PAT-Tap/golpear (gohl-peh-ahr)  

Soft/suave (swah-beh) 

Happy/feliz (feh-lees) 

Smooth/liso (lee-soh) 

Small/pequeño (peh-keh-nyoh) 

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 
bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Art/arte (R-tay)  

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about art and creative opportunities that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share this art with your class. 

Could they come in and demonstrate or send a video and share their creativity? Or, can they send you a link or a picture to post of someone creating that 

art?  



Art: 

Place paper on the ground and add 

drops of paint on it. Invite children to 

use their hands to mix the colors. 

Add a different color paint to the 

paper. Point out how the colors mix 

together as children move through it 

with their fingers. 

Art: 

Put out paper plates with 

assorted colors, invite children 

to use their hands to touch 

and mix the colors together. 

How does the paint feel on 

your hand and fingers? Does 

the paint feel smooth and 

wet? 

Discovery Bin: 

Place soft, smooth, hard, and 

other types of textured object in 

a bin. What will the children 

discover when they explore the 

bin? Talk about what they see, 

touch, and feel.  

Sensory: 

Add different color paint to sturdy 

Ziploc bags (you can include other 

elements to each bag to create texture), 

secure the bags so that children can 

explore it safely. Guide the children to 

pat, touch, and squish the bags. Talk 

about the colors and how children feel 

as they explore.  

 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

 
Focus Book  

Mix it Up  
by Hervé Tullet 

&  
See, Touch, Feel  
by Roger Priddy 

 

 
Family Connection: 

Send home a piece of paper and  

encourage family to paint together.  

Families: Be creative. Paint something  

specific or paint freely. Talk with each other 

about what you are doing. How is the moment 

special for you? 

Send the artwork back so that teachers  

can hang in on their Mix it Up  

art wall. 

 
Outdoor: 

Place an easel and small  

dipping paint containers outdoors  

and provide children with small 

paintbrushes or non-traditional items 

to paint with. What happens when 

the paint mixes?  



Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 

beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we move? How do we move? How does moving and caring for our bodies help us to feel joy, to be 

connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves and others? How can we use movement to change the world?  

Focus Words:  

Up/arriba (ah-ree-bah) 

Down/abajo (ah-bah-hoh) 

Round/la vuelta (lah bwehl-tah) 

Dance/bailar (bay-lahr) 

Move/mover (moh-behr) 

Sing/cantar (kahn-tahr)  

Around /alrededor (ahl-reh-deh-dohr) 

Together/juntos (hoon-tohs) 

Hop/brincar (breeng-kahr) 

Stomp/pisar fuerte (pee-sahr fwehr-the)  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

- Add books about songs, dance, and music to your library.  

- Include scarves and ribbons as part of your teacher resource and create opportunities to include it when you sing and dance with the children. 

- Add display pictures of families dancing together  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Support and Adaptations for 
Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 
bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Move/mover (moo-vair) 

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about movement, dances, or sports that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share this movement with 

your class. Could they come in and demonstrate send a picture or a video link children to experience?  



Social/Instrument Hunt: 

Create a set of cards with a picture 

of a musical instrument on each. 

Place the different instruments 

around the class before you begin 

the activity. Choose a card and with 

the children search the classroom 

to find it. Talk about the different 

places where it could be. Celebrate 

with a dance, song, a hop, or stomp 

when you find it! 

Family Connection: 

Plan a set time for you and your 

family to dance together. Each 

person can even take turns to 

select the music. When you are 

moving together, think about how 

it feels to spend time with each 

other doing something you enjoy. 

Social/Music/Movement: 

Lay infant on their back and 

while the music is playing, 

gently move their arms and leg 

to the music. Sing to the baby 

as you sing along with the 

music.   

Our World- Music: 

Play music from different cultures 

during planned music time or 

naptime. During planned music 

time, play different genre of music 

and music from across the globe. 

Dance together with the children. 

Play music with different tempo. 

Hop, stomp, and perform other 

movements as you dance. 

Transitions/Rituals/Routines: 

Think about ways you can infuse music and 

dance in your day. During clean up, play a 

clean up song. Sing and dance with the 

children as you put materials away. While 

washing hands, sing a catchy tune. Diaper 

changing is an opportune time to sing and 

help infants make different movements 

with their bodies. While transitioning from 

outside, we can encourage children to 

stomp from the playground to the door. 

Focus Book  
Baby Dance  

by Anne Taylor and  
Babies Around the World: 

Dancing by Tamara Barker 

 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1GwIS7wGDTo


Focus Words:  

Swim/nadar (nah-dahr) 

Splash/salpicar (sahl-pee-kahr) 

Slide/deslizarse (dehs-lee-sahr-seh)  

Hold/sostener (sohs-teh-nehr) 

Kick/patear (pah-teh-ahr  

Bath/bañera (bah-nyeh-rah) 

Bubble/burbujas (boor-boo-hah) 

Water/agua (ah-gwah) 

Wonderful/maravilloso (mah-rah-bee-yoh-soh) 

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler  Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, more 

beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we move? How do we move? How does moving and caring for our bodies help us to feel joy, to be 

connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves and others? How can we use movement to change the world?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Infant/Young Toddlers   Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 
Support and Adaptations for 

Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 

multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Move/mover (moo-vair) 

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about movement, dances, or sports that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share this movement with 

your class. Could they come in and demonstrate send a picture or a video link children to experience?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: Infant/Young Toddlers__        Theme:_______________                                 Week of: _______________ 

 

Transitions/Rituals/Routines: 

Notice the ways that children are 

moving their bodies, kicking, 

stretching, sliding, holding things. 

Tune in and engage with your tiny 

conversational partners about 

what they are doing and how they 

are moving their bodies! Tell them 

how wonderful they are!  

Hand Washing 

During hand washing  

notice and point out to 

children how the water 

splashes and the soap  

bubbles.  

Sensory/Water Play: 

Pour a small amount of water in a shallow 

container such as a sheet pan and add a 

few objects for child to hold, explore, and 

splash with careful supervision. Engage 

with the child throughout their   

exploration and play. (Alternative: fill a 

small bowl/bin with some water and place 

baby’s feet in the bowl as you gently hold 

on to him. How does the water feel as 

you kick and splash with your feet? 

 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

Family Connections: 

Plan a trip to the beach, pool, or splash pad or, 

pretend in your tub at home. Enjoy spending 

time together talking, swimming, kicking, 

blowing bubbles, and splashing around. Get 

some ideas for how to use rich language as you 

engage with your child during bath time by 

watching a mom giving her young toddler a bath 

and how she uses language in this video. Share 

with us the wonderful time you spent together. 

Focus Book 
Leo Can Swim  

by Anna McQuinn  
& 

Splash  
by Roberta Grobel Intrater 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Inquiry Questions:   How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more connected, 

more beautiful, more joyful, and more just? Why do we move? How do we move? How does moving and caring for our bodies help us to feel joy, to be 

connected, to encourage and inspire ourselves and others? How can we use movement to change the world?  

Focus Words: 

Move/mover (moh-behr) 

Dance/bailar (bay-lahr) 

Clap/aplaudir (ah-plow-deer) 

Spin/girar (hee-rahr) 

Wave/agitar (ah-hee-tahr) 

Push/empujar (ehm-poo-hahr) 

Scoot/correr rápidamente (koh-rehr rah-pee-dah-mehn-teh) 

Climb/escalar (ehs-kah-lahr) 

Bounce/rebotar (reh-boh-tahr) 

What changes will you make to the environment?  

 

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class? 

 

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring?  



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Support and Adaptations for 
Dual Language Learners 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day: 

• Invite bilingual staff or volunteers who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first language 

• Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language  

• Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 
bubble map. Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in 
multiple languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages. 

• Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language:  

• The focus of our inquiry is an English/Spanish cognate: Move/mover (moo-vair) 

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language!   

Partner with Families: 

• Ask families about movement, dances, or sports that are important to their culture/family and think about how families might share this movement with 

your class. Could they come in and demonstrate send a picture or a video link children to experience?  



Morning Transition: 

Invite children to wave hello or goodbye 

during morning transitions. Wave to greet 

your friends and teachers and wave 

goodbye to your family member as they 

leave for the day. 

Outdoor: 

Place a blanket on the ground 

and include things for children to 

push, move or scoot towards. 

For toddlers, support them as 

they climb the play structures on 

the playground. 

Movement/Tummy Time: 

During tummy time, place 

different objects in front of the 

babies encouraging them to move 

their head and hands as they reach 

for the items placed in front of 

them. Push the items closer or 

move them farther away as 

needed. 

Family Connection: 

Dance, sing, spin, and clap with 

your family at home. Have a family 

dance party or sing along to music 

in the car. Talk about your favorite 

songs and dance moves with each 

other. Have lots of fun as you 

move and groove together.  

 

Music: 

Clap, sing, and dance with the children 

as you listen to music, sing, or recite 

poems and rhymes with them. Try an 

activity such as Pat-a-cake or peek-a-

boo to encourage children to move 

their bodies! Enjoy singing and moving 

to the song “Clap Your Hands” by Wee 

Sing kids! 

 

Be creative! Create 

your own connected 

activities 

Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book 

Class: _Infant/Young Toddler Theme:_______________   Week of: _______________ 

Focus Book 
Clap Hands  

by Helen  Oxenbury 
&  

Move/Moviendose  

by Elizabeth Verdick and  
Marjorie Lisovskis  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iMWQLDf_aNA

