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Course Guide Information 

This guide was created to help you process and take action on the information provided 

in the corresponding course.  

 

How to Use this Guide 

Lesson Overview 

Each lesson includes an overview with a brief description of the lesson and major 

objectives. Rate your current knowledge of the information on the scale before watching 

the lesson.  

 

Notes Page 

As you watch each lesson, a page is provided for taking notes, allowing you to refer back 

to them whenever needed. 

 

Reflection Page 

After you watch the lesson, use the reflection questions to think about what you learned 

and how you can apply it to improve instruction. 

 

Extension Activities  

After you finish the entire lesson, rate your knowledge again to self-assess how much you 

learned. 

There is a list of relevant activities you can do to further deepen your understanding and 

improve your practice. 
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Lesson 1: Knowledge Building with Text (K-1st)  

In this lesson, you will learn how to select and organize texts and multimedia into 

purposeful text sets that build children’s knowledge, vocabulary, mental models, and 

reading comprehension through read-alouds. 

Major Goals for the Lesson Are To:  

1. Explain how building knowledge through text sets supports students’ mental model 

development, vocabulary growth, and reading comprehension. 

2. Apply principles of effective text-planning to select and sequence texts and 

multimedia that build knowledge and help young learners access complex ideas 

through read-aloud. 

Rate Your Knowledge 

On a scale of 1–10, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
Notes 
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Take Notes 

How do connected text sets work together to build a stronger mental model? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

How do informational texts contribute to a text set?  

 
 
 
 

 

How do complex storybooks contribute to a text set?  

 
 
 
 

 

How do multimedia experiences contribute to a text set?  

 
 
 
 

 

How do additional connected texts contribute to a text set?  
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Reflect 

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reflect 

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Lesson 1: Knowledge Building with Text (K-1st)  

 

Revisit Lesson Goals:  

1. Explain how building knowledge through text sets supports students’ mental model 

development, vocabulary growth, and reading comprehension. 

2. Apply principles of effective text-planning to select and sequence texts and 

multimedia that build knowledge and help young learners access complex ideas 

through read-aloud. 

 

Rate Your Knowledge 

Now that you have completed lesson one, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on a 

scale of 1 - 10.  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
 

Application Checklist 

1. Audit your current curriculum using the  Knowledge Matters Curriculum Review 

Tool.  

2. Explore the Text Set resource and create a text set for an upcoming unit. 

3. Select one text from an upcoming unit, identify a knowledge goal, key vocabulary, 

one or two think-alouds, and purposeful discussion questions that will help 

children connect the text to ideas they have encountered elsewhere in the text set. 

 

  

https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/ela-review-tool/
https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/ela-review-tool/
https://lms.coxcampus.org/Student/MediaDetails.aspx?fileID=c8af0c6f-1eef-4c4e-b9b7-45e0d6e1d780&AllowDownload=true&ReturnURL=Search.aspx%3Fq%3Dtext%2520sets



