
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): many different kinds of one thing/ muchos tipos diferentes de una cosa

Faith/fe (feh): what each person believes in/ en lo que cada uno cree

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh): being one of a kind/ ser uno solo, que no hay más de lo mismo

Respect/respeto (rrehs-peh-toh): to treat someone in a kind way/ tratar a alguien de una manera amable

Admire/admirar (ahd-mee-rahr): to like/ gustar

Main Idea: Even though families may be different from each other, we must love and appreciate one another.

Inquiry Questions:  What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Talk with your child about what makes your family unique and special. Can you send in something that is special to your family (like mommy’s khimar is special in 
this book) and have the children share with their friends? 

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple lan-

guages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Mommy’s Khimar: Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh), Admire/admirar (ahd-mee-rahr)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Family 
Connections and 

Writing/Composing:

Either at home or in school have 
children draw portraits or bring in a 

picture of their unique families and write 
down what the children say about their 

families. Put all the portraits together into a 
class book. Consider making copies and sending 

a copy of the book home with each child to 
share with their families. 

Discuss how all our families are unique 
and connected to each other 

through our classroom 
community.  

Dramatic 
Play:

Include pieces of fabric 
and encourage the children to 

imagine a variety of ways they can 
use it, just like the little girl in the 
story used her mommy’s khimar 

to pretend to be a bird in a 
nest and a superhero!     

Throughout 
the Day: 

As you have conversations with 
children, encourage them by talking 
about how you have faith in them! 

“(Child’s name), I have faith in you to 
clean up the block area. You always do 

such a great job taking care of our 
classroom! Thank you.”

Art: 

Put out mirrors 
for children to look 

at themselves and make 
portraits of themselves and 
include all the ways they are 

unique.

Math: 

Put out a variety 
of fabric with different 

patterns and explore/discuss 
the unique patterns you see. 
Try creating your own unique 

patterns! 

Morning 
Meeting: 

Take turns talking as a class about 
the different things you admire about 
the friends in your class. What makes 

them unique? Focus on talking about things 
outside of physical features and model this for 
your children. For example: “I admire how you 
try new things like going down the tall slide!” 

Brainstorm things you admire about a few 
children each day until you’ve gotten to 

everyone throughout the week.

Family 
Connection:

Ask families to send in 
something that is special to 

their family (like mommy’s khimar 
is special in this book) and have the 

children share with their friends. 
Also, make connections back to 
What Can You Do with a Rebozo.  

Language 
Connection: 

Learn some words or 
a song in Arabic like the 
character in this book 

learns in her Arabic 
class.

Mommy’s Khimar
by Jamilah Thompson-

Bigelow


