
 

 

Responsive Teaching and START  
 
 

To help children progress towards the START goal, tune-in and plan ahead for responsive teaching.  
 

Tuning-In 
 
As you tune-in, you will be able to use the START ladder to identify each child’s progress toward the START goal.  It is very 

important to keep notes as you tune-in, because you can use them when you plan ahead for responsive teaching.   It may be 

difficult to tune-in when you are doing START in large group. If possible, have another teacher observe and take notes while 

you do the START read. It may be helpful to do START reads in small group as well.  We have provided a helpful START checklist 

to help you keep track of children’s progress.   

 

Responsive Teaching  
 

START has a special relationship with responsive teaching, because the R in START stands for respond. Always plan ahead so 

you can effectively respond during START reads. Use the safety nets on the ladder. The more you tune-in to your children 

during START reads, the more you will learn about what step they are on. You will become skillful at providing the 

appropriate safety net.   

  

 



 

 

Ladder Steps:  

• Unable to respond  

• Gives random response  

• Retell story, but doesn’t answer question  

• Gives one sentence answer to question  

• Answers question using Tier 2 words   

 

 

  
 



 

 

Safety nets:   

• Model how to answer the question  

• Honor child’s response and ask question again  

• Choose a key event of the story that connects to question and ask why questions to probe for answer  

• Ask why questions to probe for more information  

• Push-in how to support (or give reasons for) your answer. An example might be asking “How did you  

Figure that out?”  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


