
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: This little bear rides a red bike. This little bear plays a 
kazoo. This little bear rides a pony. This little bear tries too. And this little bear shouts, "Hooray for circus day at the zoo-zoo-zoo!" 

Story Title: Corduroy                 Author: Don Freeman 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: It looks like this teddy 
bear named Corduroy Is missing a 
button from his shoulder strap. Could 
this be his missing button? I wonder 
why he Is searching for it. Let's read 
and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember when we 
read this story before, when Lisa finds 
Corduroy, her mom tells her she can't 
buy Corduroy. I wonder how 
Corduroy and Lisa felt when that 
happened. Let's read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, it's your turn to tell it to 
me. Remember, Corduroy was determined 
to find his button, and Lisa was 
determined to have her own bear. I 
wonder why they were both so 
determined to be friends. Let's read and 
find out. 

Main Idea: It is important to have friends. They care for you and keep you company. Real friends like you just the way 
you are. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Corduroy  Day after day- he’s been waiting for a long time 

Pg. 3 Shoulder Sighed  

Pg. 7  Searching Searching- looking all over for 

Pg. 8   
Escalator- moving stairs 
Quite by accident- did not mean to 

Pg. 11 
Lamps, sofas, rows of 

beds 
 

Palace- a really large house where kings and 
queens live 

Pg. 12 Mattress  Admiring- enjoy looking at something 

Pg. 13  Tied tight All at once- suddenly 

Pg. 14 Button (in the air) Yanked Toppled- fell head over feet 

Pg. 15 Tall floor lamp bang  

Pg. 16 Night watchman  

Night watchman- security guard who takes care of 
the building when the store is closed 
Doing rounds- going from area to area making sure 
everything is okay 

Pg. 18 Fuzzy brown ears   

Pg. 26 Little bed, drawers, chair Blinked 
Enormous- really big 
Nothing like- not the same, different 

Pg. 27 Sew  
Comfortable- to feel good 
Fasten- put together 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Determined- working really hard to make something happen 
2. Lonely- feeling alone and wanting some company 
3. Company- being together with someone 
4. Variety- many different kinds of things 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 
and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 
notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 5 

Corduroy realized that 
his button was missing 
and that if something 

was wrong with him no 
one would want him. 

Pg. 4 

Corduroy’s face looks like he is so 
disappointed that the little girl is not 
taking him home. Lisa looks sad too. I 
bet she really wishes she could buy 

Corduroy. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 7 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 27 

Pg. 7 

I think Corduroy is really 
determined to find his 
button. He’s going to 
look around the store. 

Pg. 11 

Corduroy is so determined to find his 
button that he is willing to search 

through a variety of areas in the store. 
He really wants his button. 

Pg. 13 

Corduroy thinks he has 
found his missing 

button. He’s thinking 
that if he has his button, 

he will be able to find 
someone to keep him 

company. 

Pg. 19 
Corduroy must be frightened. He’s 
probably wondering who the night 

watchman is. 

Pg. 21 

Oh no! The night 
watchman put Corduroy 

back on the shelf 
without his button! I bet 
he’s worried that no one 
will buy him and he’ll still 

feel lonely. 

Pg. 21 

Poor Corduroy. He’s probably worried 
that he’ll always be lonely because no 

one will want to take home a bear who 
is missing a button. 

Pg. 23 

Lisa returned to the 
store to buy Corduroy! I 
think she really likes him 
and doesn’t care if he’s 

missing a button. 

Pg. 23 
 

Lisa was determined to buy Corduroy. 
She saved her own money so she 

could purchase him. I bet she’s feeling 
happy that he is still there waiting for 

her. 

Pg.   Pg. 27 

I think Corduroy is happy to have a 
new home and a friend. I think Lisa is 
glad to have a friend too, because she 

wanted someone to keep her 
company. 



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Why did Corduroy decide to 
search for his button? 
 
 

Why did Lisa and Corduroy 
feel disappointed when Lisa’s 
mother wouldn’t let Lisa buy 
Corduroy? 
 

Why did Corduroy and Lisa 
want to be friends? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea 
It is important to have friends. They care for you and keep you company. Real friends like you just the 
way you are. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Set up a toy store in the dramatic play center. Allow children to take turns pretending 
to be salespeople and customers picking out toys at the store. 

Writing Center: Glue buttons to a large sheet of butcher paper. Hang the paper on a wall. Have 
children practice writing by drawing different types of lines (straight, curvy, zig zag, etc.) to connect the 
buttons.  

Small Groups: Provide children with buttons. Sort and classify the buttons by a variety of attributes 
including size, shape, and color. 

 
 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 


