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REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 

Read and Explore 
STATE:  Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question – When we read The Lion and the Little Red Bird, I had some questions.  Remember 

on this page (turn to pg. 25 ), Lion collected berries from nature and used them to make different color paints. Well, I thought that was 
very interesting. I did not know that paint could be made from materials we find in nature! This made me wonder…how do you use berries 
to make paint?  
 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept) – I found this informational book called Paint From Nature. This informational book 
has true facts about paint from nature. Let’s read and see if we can learn how to use berries to make paint?  We might be able to learn 
about some other ways to make paint from nature, too! 
 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) - Questions I had:  

Page #  Information to Push -In Text Tool to Teach  Vocabulary 

Table of 
contents  

First let’s look in the table of contents. Remember that tells us what 
information is in this book and what page it is on. 
“Look it says here, Making Paint From Berries on pg. 5.  I know berries 
are a type of fruit so let’s turn to page 5 to see what we can learn…” 

table of contents Berries- types of 
fruit  

5 (Point to heading) This is our heading in bold at the top 
of the page. It  says Making Paint with Berries  which 
means this whole section is goin g to be about berries and 

Heading 
Bold Text  

 

Push-In and Pull-Out 

Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook: The Lion and the Little Red Bird 
Informational Text(s): Paint From Nature 

Key Concept(s): How do you use fruit to make paint? 
 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 

Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 
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paint. Let’s see what we can learn. (READ TEXT ON PAGE 
5) 
Interesting! So I just  learned something about how to 
make paint from berries. First,  you can pick your berries 
from a plant or buy them at the grocery  store. In order to 
make paint from berries, you have to heat the berries in a 
pot of water over a stove.  
While I  was reading I  noticed a few words were in bold 
print (Natural ,  extracted, pigment).  These words must be 
important. Let’s turn to the glossary to see if  we can f ind 
out the definit ion of these words and learn more.   

Glossary The glossary is a l ist  of important words in the book and 
the glossary explains what the word means.  (demonstrate 
use of glossary by reading definit ions of the following 
words and providing examples: natural ,  extract, pigment).  
 
So now we have learned that berries are a fruit  that we 
find in nature, they are natural . We can extract, or take 
different colors out of berries depending on the kind of 
berry we use. For example, blueberries would have a blue 
pigment, or color. This reminds me of Lion’s picture that 
he created in the cave from our story! He must  have used 
different types of berries and flowers too because he had 
a variety of co lors in  his painting .  
I  am sti l l  curious to learn more about how to make paint 
from berries. I  remember it  told me I could turn to page 9 
for directions. Let’s turn there and see what we can 
learn…    

Glossary  Natural,  Extract, 
Pigment  

9 Here is another heading. The heading is the  bold words at 
the top of the page. It  says, Recipe for Making Paint with 
Berries .  Below the heading it  says materials needed. So 
here are all  the materials we need in order to make paint 

Heading 
Photographs  

Recipe, materials  
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from berries…(Read materials while pointing to 
photographs).  

10 This says procedures; these are the steps we have to take 
in order to make paint from berries. (Read each step on 
page and explain)  
Wow! Now I understand how to make paint from berries! 
In order to extract or take out the pigment, or color from 
the berries, we have to heat them in water on the stove. 
When you heat up the berries, the pigment or color is 
released. When this happens you take the berries and 
pour them through a strainer. This process separates the 
juice from the berries. Now you can paint  with the juice!  
So we can paint with  things from nature just l ike Lion  did 
in our story!  
 
We just learned a lot  of interesting information …now I 
want to see what you learned…(ask why question below)  

 Procedures 

 
Ask and Learn 

ASK:  Question Related to Key Concept – How do you use fruit or berries to make paint?  

- Heat berries in water on the stove to extract color 
- Berries will release their pigment 
- Strain berries through a strainer to separate juice from berries 
- Paint with the juice 

 
              Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the key concept.  If needed, go back into text 
and show pictures. 

 

RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children’s interests and follow through/explore at the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
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-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by adding more information.   
-  Use safety nets as needed. 

 

 


