
 

 

 

REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

 
Read and Explore 

STATE: Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question: In the book Amari’s Blue Ribbon, Amari’s grandfather came to visit her 
family. They shared memories and had fun together during his visit. After reading the story, I wondered how other grandfathers 
spend time with their families when they come to visit. 
 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept): I found this informational book about grandfathers that will tell us about 
how they spend time with their families. The title of this informational book is Grandfathers! Let's read and find out!  
 
 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) – Questions I had: How do grandfathers spend time with their families? 

Push-In and Pull-
Out Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook:  Amari’s Blue Ribbon  
Informational Text(s):  Grandfathers by Lola M. Schaefer 

Key Concept(s): How do grandfathers spend time with their families? 
 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 
Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 



 

 

Page # Information to Push -In Text Tool to Teach  Vocabulary 

3 Look! this is a table of contents (point to the table 
of contents). The table of contents tells us what is 
in the book and where we can find out information. 
So here, I can find out if the information I need is in 
the book. Let’s see! I notice here the word 
Grandfathers. I wonder if this section of the book 
would have information on grandfathers. Let’s 
turn to page 5 and find out!  

-table of contents 
-heading 

Plan for ELs: 
Frontload 
Vocabulary: 

- Heading 
- Table of Contents 

5 Read Heading: The word in red letters says, 
Grandfathers.  
 Everything in this section is about Grandfathers. I 
notice these words are in bold print (point to the 
bold words in the photograph), they are darker 
than the other words. These words must be 
important! Let's turn to the back of the book and 
see if we can find the word father in the glossary. 
The glossary is a list of important words in the 
back of the book that tells us what the words 
mean. Remember in Amari’s Blue Ribbon (page 26) 
when Amari's father (dad) asked her why she was 
so sad? It was because her grandfather was 
leaving.  
 
 
This page lets us know that mothers and fathers 
have fathers too! Like our story Amari’s Blue 

Table of contents: Find out more 
information about who grandfathers 
are to their families.  
 
-heading 
-photographs 
 
Index:  

Father- a male 
parent; your dad's 
father is your 
grandfather. 
 
Plan for ELs: 
Frontload 
Vocabulary: 

- Bold 
- Print 



 

 

Ribbon, Amari’s grandfather was Amari’s dad’s 
father. 

9-14 Remember in our story Amari’s Blue Ribbon, her 
grandfather liked to share family stories and 
watch Amari and Will swim. These grandfathers 
have jobs, like owning a bakery or hobbies, like 
building bird houses to keep them busy. 

Table of Contents: Under Busy 
Grandfathers. This lets me know what 
grandfathers do when they are not 
spending time with their families.  

Hobbies- an activity 
done for pleasure. 

15-21 In the story Amari’s Blue Ribbon, Amari’s 
grandfather liked to share stories and watch Amari 
and Will swim. The grandfathers in this 
informational book are similar to Amari's 
grandfather because these grandfathers like to 
play catch, go to tea parties, and read stories with 
their grandchildren. They love their grandchildren 
and want to spend time with them. 

Table Contents: What do 
grandfathers like to do with their 
grandchildren?  

Similar- almost the 
same 

 
 

Ask and Learn 
ASK: Question Related to Key Concept – What are some activities that grandfathers like to do with their grandchildren? 

 Tea parties  
 Play catch  
 Read stories  

  
Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the key concept. If needed, go back into the text 
and show pictures. 

 



 

 

 

RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by adding more information.   
– Use safety nets as needed.  



 

 

 


