
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Contribute/contribuir (kohn-tree-bweer): to give or to help others/cuando ayudas a  otras personas

Cycle/ciclo (see-kloh): things that happen one after another and over and over/cosas que pasan una y otra vez 

Hardworking/trabajador(a) (trah-bah-ha-door): someone who works hard/una persona que trabaja muy duro

Harvest/cosecha (koh-seh-chah): when people pick the fruits and vegetables that they have grown/cuando una persona recoge las plantas y vegetales que culti-
varon y que ya están listos 

Process/proceso (proh-seh-soh): steps you take to do something/los pasos que tomas para hacer algo

Strength/fuerza (fwehr-sah): being able to lift, move, and carry things/cuando puedes levantar y cargar cosas pesadas

Main Idea: We can be grateful for the gift of our food from many hardworking people - some who we know and some who we don’t know - who contribute to our 
lives and our health.

Inquiry Questions:  Where does my food come from? What does my body need to grow and be healthy?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Over a meal, talk about the foods you are eating and the hands that helped get the food to you, from farm to table. Think about how you as a family might also 
contribute to others in the community- with or without them knowing. Share what you discuss! Write out, text, email, or send in a video or voice file. We can 
share these as a class to learn more about each other and the world.
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Math/Art/Sensory: 

With playdough ‘knead’ the 
dough and press it into tortillas. 

Notice the shape of the tortilla and how 
it can be folded differently to hold food 

(taco fold, burrito fold, triangles for chips). 
One strength of a tortilla is the number 

of ways it can be folded and eaten. 
Practice folding and talk together 
about the different ways tortillas 

can be used in the cooking 
process.

Shared Writing/Art: 

Together talk about the 
hardworking people who help 

us have healthy food every day. 
Think of ways that we can thank 

them for contributing to our lives 
and health. Write thank you 
notes or create art for these 

important community 
helpers.

Retelling 
with Cycles: 

With artifacts or 
pictures, represent and 
retell the process of the 

planting/harvesting/food 
preparing cycle. Invite 
children to order and 
retell the story using 

these props.

Rhythm and Rhyme:

Tortilliatas para mama’

Tortillitas para mamá tortillitas para papá.
Las calentitas para mamá- las doraditas para 

papá.

Tortillas for Mommy
Mommy likes tortillas steaming hot and 

yummy.
Make them round and nicely browned

for Daddy’s hungry tummy.

Pío Peep p. 17

Emergent 
Writing/Art/SEL: 

Use sentence frames:
“I feel                      (grateful, 

thankful, or appreciative) for the 
ways that             (mom, gramma, 
sibling, neighbor’s name) contributes 
and helps me every day.” 

Invite children to illustrate the 
sentences.

Dramatic Play:

Reenact the roles of 
different hardworking 

people who help us 
have healthy food 

to eat.

Family Connection:

Over a meal, talk about the 
foods you are eating and the hands 

that helped get the food to you, from 
farm to table. Send good thoughts to the 

hardworking people who contribute to our 
lives without us ever even knowing them. 

Think about how you as a family might 
also contribute to others in the 

community- with or without 
them knowing.

The Tortilla Factory 
by Gary Paulsen  

Phonological 
Awareness:

Pound out syllables in 
dough (or words, or phonemes, 

depending on focus skill)

Alphabet Knowledge:

Create letters out of dough



Supporting Dual Language Learners with Focus Word Visuals

Purpose: Support dual language learners as they develop vocabulary and story comprehension by briefly introducing the 
focus words for the Anchor Book with visuals, a child-friendly definition, and connecting the word in English to the word in 
the home or first language. These DLL visuals have the focus word and child-friendly definition in English and in Spanish with 
the Spanish phonetic pronunciation in parentheses. Use tools like Google translate to listen to the word and practice the 
pronunciation in Spanish before sharing. If children in your classroom speak another home or first language, ask colleagues or 
families to help translate the focus words or use online tools to look up the words in this language. 
Instructions: Print this document and cut apart the words before sharing the story with your children. Quickly introduce these 
visual supports before the STATE of the START read saying, "Before reading our story, I want to share some special words 
you are going to hear in this story." Don't quiz children; just quickly introduce the words and begin the START read. A quick 
introduction showing the DLL Focus Word Visuals and connecting it to the word in English and the children’s first languages 
will build familiarity with the meaning of focus words. 
Checking for understanding: Remember that you are building familiarity by offering this connection between the visual and 
the word in the first language and in English, but there is no need to quiz children. Listen for and support the children to 
use the English and the first language version of the focus words as they retell the story and throughout the week as they 
participate in engagements that integrate this word in authentic conversations across content areas all week! You’ll soon hear 
them using these complex words in meaning-filled and authentic conversation! 

The Tortilla Factory by Gary Paulsen

Contribute/contribuir (kohn-tree-bweer): to give or to help 
others/cuando ayudas a  otras personas



Cycle/ciclo (see-kloh): things that happen one after another and over 
and over/cosas que pasan una y otra vez 

Hardworking/trabajador(a) (trah-bah-ha-door): someone who 
works hard/una persona que trabaja muy duro



Harvest/cosecha (koh-seh-chah): when people pick the fruits and 
vegetables that they have grown/cuando una persona recoge las plantas 
y vegetales que cultivaron y que ya están listos 

Process/proceso (proh-seh-soh): steps you take to do something/los 
pasos que tomas para hacer algo



Strength/fuerza (fwehr-sah): being able to lift, move, and carry 
things/cuando puedes levantar y cargar cosas pesadas


