Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond

Infant/Young Toddler Classrooms

Arrival/Morning Greeting - Talk With Me

Vocabulary/Expressions/
Responsive Interactions

Examples

Suggestions for morning arrival

Greet each child by name when they arrive. Be sure to greet parents and
support children as they separate from parents. Tune in to children and ac-
knowledge how they are feeling. Comfort them and help them adjust to their
classroom.

Welcome Welcome (name of child), I'm so happy you're here.

Arrive | have been waiting for you to arrive.

“Bye-bye” | will hold you now so mommy/daddy can go to work. Let’s wave bye-bye to
Wave mommy/daddy. Let’s say, “we’ll see you when you get back”.

Love Say, “I love you and | will see you when you come back”.

Miss | know you miss Mommy/Daddy. That’s because you love them so much.

Visit Come in and visit your new classroom.

Meet Come let's meet you teachers and friends.

Sad | know you are sad. You feel disappointed when your (mom, dad, grandmother,

etc.) has to leave.

Comfortable

Would you like me to give you a hug? | want to help you feel comfortable. |
want you to feel better.

Rocking Chair

Let’s go sit in the rocking chair and look at this book.

Return

| know you miss your mommy/daddy. | am going to take good care of you until
she/he returns.

Care-Giving Routines - Talk With Me

Diaper changing
Change Let's change your diaper. It's wet (or dirty). Let’s put on a new, dry diaper.
Safe I’'m going to lay you down on the changing table so you will be safe.
Uh-oh! | see you have a wet diaper, so let’s put a dry diaper on you so you'll be
Wet/dry
more comfortable.
- | H H ) .
Dirty/clean Uh ,Oh' | see you have a dirty diaper, so let’s put a clean, dry diaper on you so
you'll be more comfortable.
Wipes Let’s make certain you are clean. Let’s use a wipe to wash you.
Fasten I’'m going to fasten your diaper. We don't want it to come off.

Comfortable

| hope you feel more comfortable now. I'm going to pick you up. Let’s go look at
a book.
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Meal Time, Snack Time
Protect Let’s put on your bib so we can protect your clothes from getting messy.
Fasten | will fasten your bib so it will stay on.
Hungry | think you must be so hungry! | know you are ready to eat your food.
Lunch Look what you have for lunch. (hame foods)
Delicious, Yummy, Tasty I;g!(étsglsur (name of food). It/ They must taste delicious! (Also use yummy,
Eating You are eating some yummy food! It must be yummy to your tummy!
Healthy These vegetables you are eating are so healthy.
Spoon Look! I am putting some bananas inside the spoon.
Enjoy | see you want more. You really love bananas. Bananas are your favorite!
Wipe Let’s wipe your mouth so your face will be nice and clean.
Empty You ate all your peas. The bowl is empty now.
Full | bet your tummy is full. You ate all your lunch
Remove Let's remove, or take off your bib now. Then we can get up from this chair.
Finished You have finished eating. Lunch is over so let’s get ready to rest.
Preparation for Nap
Sleepy Your eyes look so sleepy. | see you are ready for a nap.
Cover | will cover you with this soft blanket so you will be warm and cozy.
Comfortable | will help you lie down so you will be comfortable.
Relax Just relax and rest and listen to the music.
Lullaby Listen to the soft music playing. Listen to the lullaby.
Wake | will be waiting for you to wake up and then we can play.
Open | see your eyes are open. You are awake now! Let’s get out of your crib and go
play.
Book Let’s read this book together.
Cover Look at the picture on the cover of the book (describe the picture using a
well-formed sentence).
Open Let's open the book and read the pages.
Character Who is that character? It is Spot the dog. (point to illustration)
Picture There is another picture of Spot! There is Spot again.
Smiling Spot (or character’s name) is smiling. He must be happy!
Happy, Cheerful Spot (or character’'s name) must be happy because he is with his mommy.
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Poor Spot (or character’s name), he looks sad (make sad expression, point to

Sad Spot’s facial expression). He is sad because his mommy had to leave.

Real Look at the picture of the block. Here is a real block on the floor.

Turn Let’s turn the page. Look there i§ a different pjcture. Thereis a rabbit on this
page. He has two, long ears. (point to illustrations as you describe them)

Again Let’s turn the page again. You can help me.

Last This is the last page. We are at the end of the story.

Whole We read all the pages of the book. We read the whole book

Another Would you like to read another book? | know you love books!

Return, Finished Let’s return the book to the shelf. Let’s put it back since we finished

Tummy You are lying on your tummy now. | can see your happy face!

Toys Look around at the toys. Let’s find something you would like to play with.

Describe movements or actions that baby/toddler does in well-formed
sentences.

Example: / see you patting the floor with your hands. You are crawling so fast.
You are grabbing the book so you must want to read it.

Kicking, Sitting, Grabbing,
Crawling, Scooting, Patting,
Looking, Smiling, Laughing

Proud You are sitting up all by yourself. You must be so proud!

Happy You look so happy. | see that big smile on your face!

Sad You are sad because took your toy away. | will help you.

Upset | notice you are crying. You must be upset. Let’s see if | can help you feel better.

Frustrated You get frustrated when you can’t reach what you want.

Curious You want to know what this book is about. You are curious about the book.

Sleepy You are rubbing your eyes. | think you are sleepy.

Outside Look, we are outside now.

Sky Look up at the sky. See the clouds. There goes an airplane!

Sun, Bright The sun is shining. It is so bright outside.

Hot, Warm It feels hot outside. Let's walk to where there is shade.

Cold It feels cold. | am so glad we wore our jackets (sweaters, hats, mittens).

Trees See the trees. Notice the pretty leaves on the trees.

Building Yog can see the building where our room is. That is where we play when we are
inside.

Windows See the windows on the building. We can look through the windows.

Here is the door. Let’s open the door so we can enter the building. Now we are

Door, Enter, Inside, Again . )
inside again.
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Departure Time to Go Home - Talk With Me

- | see your (mommy/daddy) is here. | see you smiling. You feel so happy when
Smiling .
she/he arrives.
Greet Let’s go greet mommy/daddy and let her/him know we are glad to see her/him!
Hugging, Kissing | see you are hugging and kissing Mommy/Daddy.
. Let’s tell Mommy/ Daddy about all the activities we did today. We read books,
Activities :
sang songs and played outside.
After After we played outside, we ate lunch and took a nap. And now we are reading
more books!
Now it is time to go home and be with your family. | will be here in the morning
Home ..
waiting for you to come back!
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