
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  
A Tree Grows Up
Who Will Plant a Tree

Focus Words:

Belong/pertenecer (pehr-teh-neh-sehr): to be part of/ser parte de algo

Thrive/desarrollarse bien (deh-sah-rroh-yahr-seh  byehn): have what they need to really grow and live freely/tener lo que necesitamos para crecer libremente

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh): being one of a kind/ser uno solo, que no hay más de lo mismo 

Alongside/al lado de (ahl lah-doh deh): beside/al lado

Companion/compañero (kohm-pah-nyeh-roh): a friend you spend time with/un amigo con el que pasas el tiempo

Main Idea: Loving something means caring for it in a way that helps it grow and thrive.

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Please tell us about your pet or the pet of a friend or neighbor who the child spends time with. Send in a photo of your child with the pet. Talk with your child 
about why your pet is unique.
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Be creative! 
Create your own 

connected activities.

Morning Meeting/
Shared Writing:

Invite the children to bring in a 
“special item” and treat it as a pet/
companion for the day. Chart what 

the children need to do to take 
care of pets and help them 

thrive.

Science/Math:

Wrap bean seeds in a wet paper 
towel and watch them germinate and 

grow. 

Children can plant their seeds in individual 
cups. 

Encourage the children to watch and 
record the growth of seeds every week 

in their science journals. They can 
measure its height.

Dramatic Play:

Set up ‘A Garden Shop’ 
in the Dramatic Play 

area. Include seed packets, 
seedlings, miniature pots, 

soil, plants & flowers, 
etc.

Family Connection:

Ask children to bring in pictures 
of pets who are special to them or 
people that they love (e.g. my fish, 

Gramma’s dog, etc.). Make a ‘Pets of Our 
Classroom’ display for kids to explore 

throughout the week to celebrate 
all of the unique pets of the 

classroom.

Trees Make Perfect Pets 
by Paul Czajak

Math:

Graph the “Pets of our Classroom” 
in different ways across the week. 

Encourage children to explore and come up 
with categories for grouping them (e.g. type of 
animal, number of legs, colors of our pets, etc.) 

Discuss quantities (I.e. more and less). Notice 
the most unique pets. Share that no matter 

what categories our pets are in, they are 
our companions and belong alongside 

their people.

Music and Movement:

Have a class parade with pets. 
Children can bring stuffed animals 
like dogs, cats, frogs, lambs, plants, 

etc. 

They can also share the animal 
they are parading with and invite 

everyone to move like that 
animal.


