
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Inquiry Questions:  How can my community work together to help everyone?

Focus Words:

Belong/pertenecer (pehr-teh-neh-sehr): to be part of/ser parte de algo

Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh): everyone matters; our choices change everyone’s lives/cuando nuestras decisiones cambian las vidas de los demás 

Community/comunidad (koh-moo-nee-dahd): people who take care of and help each other/personas que se cuidan y se ayudan

Diversity/diversidad (dee-behr-see-dahd): different stories, beliefs, families, and lives/historias, creencias, familias y vidas diferentes

Thrive/desarrollarse bien (deh-sah-rroh-yahr-seh  byehn): have what they need to really grow and live freely/tener lo que necesitamos para crecer libremente

Main Idea: Community means each person and family belongs and is connected to each other.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Partner with Families: Talk with your child in your first language about how they can make other people feel welcome. As you talk, try to build on what your child 
says and go back and forth with them. Use some of the focus words like belong/pertenecer and community/comunidad. 

What do you do in your culture to make people feel welcome? Share a story! Write out, text, or email the story or send in a video or voice file. We can share these 
as a class to learn more about each other and the world.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple lan-

guages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from All Are Welcome: Connected/conectado (koh-nehk-tah-doh)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Expert 
Presentations: 

The children in the book taught 
others about things they were interested 
in and liked to learn about. In individual 

conversations ask each child to share ideas about 
things that they know a lot about or know how to do.  
Make an illustrated expert list with each child, noting 

things that they feel they know a lot about and can do or 
show others. Ask them how can they teach others about 
that thing and share what they know. Create an expert 
area for kids to create models/ draw pictures/ perform. 

Make sure that they know that their interests and 
ideas are welcome. They will thrive when we create 

that space for them to be connected to each 
other, their interests, and their experiences 

and share what matters to them with 
people who matter to them. 

Emergent 
Writing: 

Put a picture of each child in 
the center of a page of construction 

paper. Individually ask each child in the 
class to tell you something about that 
child that helps the community thrive. 
Repeat for each child. Transcribe their 
ideas. Then laminate these if possible 

and hang them in the classroom to 
decorate for the ‘We Belong 

Together” Celebration.

Science/
Outdoor Play: 

As you go outside, take 
magnifying glasses (or pretend 

binoculars from paper rolls) for each 
child. Have children observe the diversity 

of living things that belong in our connected 
space. Make an illustrated field guide 
recording their observations and talk 
about how these diverse living things 
that share our space are connected 

to us, to each other, and to 
our community. 

We 
belong together 

celebration: 

For this celebration get a pretend 
microphone and celebrate and 

cheer for each child- appreciating their 
expert teaching and the ways that their 
friends said they helped the classroom 

community thrive. “Thank you  for 
helping us thrive. We are more 
complete with you here in our 

community! We belong 
together!”

Morning 
Meeting: 

The book talks about a 
community being a “Shelter from 

adversity” or a connected and welcoming 
place that helps keep each person safe and 

okay when hard things happen. What do 
we do and can we do for each other in the 

classroom family to be shelter and support to 
each other when hard things happen? Make 

a list and post it to return to when hard 
things do happen to make choices as 

a group about how to respond so 
everyone can thrive.

Family 
Connection:

As a family, talk about the 
vocabulary of the book and the 

focus inquiry question. What does this 
question mean to you as a family? What 
do these words mean to you as a family? 

How do they connect with your lives? 
Together, draw a picture, share a song, 
or bring in a object that your child can 

share that represents your family’s 
perspective on these ideas and 

what they mean to and 
for you.

All Are Welcome 
by Alexandra Penfold


