
 

 

REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

Read and Explore 
STATE: Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question – When we read Gilberto and the Wind, I had some questions.  The wind was 
both helpful and harmful to Gilberto, which made me want to learn more about wind.  What is wind and how can it be helpful and 
how can it be harmful? I found this informational text called Wild Weather Days, which has true information we can learn about 
wind.  
 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept) – Let’s read and find out…more about wind. Let’s see if we can learn how wind 
can be helpful and how wind can be harmful? 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) – Questions I had: Let’s see if we can learn how wind can help and how wind 
can harm us? 
 

Push-In and Pull-
Out Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook:  Gilberto and the Wind by Marie Hall Ets 
Informational Text(s):  Wild Weather Days by Kate Marsico 

Key Concept(s): Wind can help us and harm us. 
 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 
Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 



 

Page # Information to Push -In Text Tool to Teach  Vocabulary 

3 First let’s look in the table of contents. 
Remember the table of contents tells us 
what information is in this book and what 
page it is on. So here it tells me we can learn 
about what is wind. So let’s start reading on 
page 12-13 to see what we can find out 
about wind.  

Table of  Contents  

2  So that tells  me that sometimes wind 
can be calm (act out)  I  noticed there 
is a  word in bold letters,  meaning 
they are darker than the other words.  
That tells me that this word is  
important.  Let’s  turn to the glossary 
to find out their definition and what  
they mean.   

Heading   

Glossary The glossary is  a l ist of  important 
words in  the book that explains what 
the word means. I  am looking for the 
word tornado.  So here it  tells  me that 
the word tornado is  a powerful  
spinning wind storm.  

Glossary  tornado 



 

12 So we just learned that wind is air in  
motion.  We can’t see it  but we can 
feel it when it  blows.  Sometimes it  is  
calm (act out) and other times it  can 
be a very strong,  spinning wind like a  
tornado.  (act out)  

  

4 (read text on page 4) So we just 
learned that wind can be helpful  by 
providing electricity,  it  can move or 
blow rain which helps crops grow and 
animals have water to drink.  We also 
need wind to fly a  kite or move a 
sailboat.  Remember, the wind was 
helpful  to Gilberto by blowing his 
sailboat,  too.  
 

 Helpful  

5 (read text on page 5) So we just 
learned that wind can also be 
harmful,  meaning it  can hurt us.  Just 
l ike the wind was sometimes harmful  
to Gilberto, it can also be harmful to 
us.  When storms happen there can be 
powerful winds that blow down trees 
and houses,  just l ike the wind broke 
down trees in Gilberto and the Wind.  

 Harmful  



 

 
Wow! We just learned a lot about 
wind! We learned that wind is air in  
motion and we can’t see it,  but we 
can feel  it .  We learned that wind can 
be helpful by providing electricity or 
flying our kites but it can also be 
harmful  by breaking trees and 
tearing down houses during storms. 
So now that you know so much I  want 
to ask you a question… (see below)  

 
 

Ask and Learn 
ASK: Question Related to Key Concept – What is  wind? How can wind be helpful? How can wind be 
harmful?  
 
Possible answers: It’s helpful by providing electricity, moving rain, and moving a sailboat. It’s harmful by breaking trees and 
tearing down houses during storms. 
 

Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the topic or world knowledge. If needed, go back 
into the text and show pictures. 

 
 
RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  



 

-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by adding more information.   
-  Use safety nets as needed.  



 

 


