
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: My Shadow Likes to Move (to the tune of If 
You’re Happy and You Know It) Oh my shadow likes to move, just like I do. Oh my shadow likes to move, just like I do. 
Whatever that I do, my shadow does it, too. Oh my shadow likes to move, just like I do. 
Story Title: Moonbear’s Shadow                                                                              Author: Frank Asch 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is Moonbear. In 
this story, he tries to get away from his 
shadow. I wonder how he could do a 
thing like that. Let’s read and find out. 
   

Purpose of Read: In this story, we 
know that Moonbear tried to get 
away from his shadow, but he could 
not do it. I wonder how that makes 
him feel. Let’s read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I want you to help 
me tell it. No matter how hard 
Moonbear tried, he could not get rid 
of his shadow. I wonder why not. 
Let’s read and find out.  

Main Idea: Your shadow is with you all the time. Sometimes it can even be in your way! But if it is bothersome, you only 
need to wait because it will change when the sun moves across the sky.  
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 
Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Bear, fishing pole, can of 
worms, fish   

Pg. 3 Shadow Throw Shadow- a dark shape you see when something is in 
front of a source of light 

Pg. 5 Pond Running Get rid of you- make you go away 
Pg. 6 Brook, hid  Brook- small river 
Pg. 8 Shadow    
Pg. 9 Cliff Climb Cliff- a very tall surface of rock 

Pg. 10 Shadow Climbed, pulled, huffing 
and puffing 

Pride- felt good about himself 

Pg. 12 Hammer  Annoyed- frustrated, unhappy 
Pg. 13  Hammered Nail- keep it stuck in one place 
Pg. 14  Deep, wide Bury- put the shadow into the hole 
Pg. 16 Sun High  
Pg. 21 Shadows   Cast- made 
Pg. 23 Shadow  Opened Slammed- closed really hard 
Pg. 24  Nod  Deal- if they both agree to do it 
Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. Determined- really wanting to do something and not giving up until you do it 
2. Escape- to get away from something  
3. Compromise- to give up part of what you want to make an agreement with someone 
4. Bothersome- annoying, you wish it wasn’t there 

 



 

 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 
place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 
directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 3 

Oh, no! I think Moonbear 
really wanted to catch that 
fish, but it saw his shadow 
and swam away.   

Pg. 3 

I think Moonbear is feeling annoyed 
with his shadow. He wanted to catch 
that fish, but his shadow scared it 
away.  

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 3 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 27 

Pg. 5 
I’m noticing that as Moonbear 
runs, his shadow sticks with 
him. 

Pg. 5 

Moonbear doesn’t realize that he can’t 
escape his shadow. He thinks if he 
runs fast enough, he can get away 
from it.  

Pg. 11 

Moonbear is so determined to 
get away from his shadow 
that he climbed up the high 
cliff. But it’s still there! 

Pg. 11 

Poor Moonbear. He felt so determined 
to get away from his shadow that he 
climbed a cliff, but it is still with him. 
His plan did not work. 

Pg. 15 

Moonbear keeps trying to get 
away from that bothersome 
shadow. He tries different 
things, but his shadow is 
always connected to him.  

Pg. 19 
No wonder Moonbear is so tired- he 
has been working really hard all day to 
get rid of his shadow.  

Pg. 21 

I’m noticing that when the sun 
shines on the shovel, it makes 
a shadow. That was what was 
happening to Moonbear.  

Pg. 23 
 

Oh no! Moonbear thought his shadow 
was gone, but that bothersome thing is 
still connected to him. He cannot get 
rid of it! 

Pg. 23 

Oh no! After all of this time, 
Moonbear cannot escape his 
shadow. It’s still connected to 
him! 

Pg. 25 

I bet Moonbear is thinking that if he 
can’t rid of his shadow, he should 
compromise with it so he can still go 
fishing without it getting in the way. 

Pg. 25 

I think Moonbear had to make 
a compromise with his 
shadow. He can’t get rid of it, 
so they have to try to work 
together.  

Pg. 27 
I think Moonbear is so glad that the 
sun moved so his shadow is behind 
him. Now it won’t scare the fish away! 

Pg. 27 

Now that the sun has moved, 
Moonbear’s shadow is in a 
different place. Now it won’t 
scare the fish! 

Pg.  



 

Ask Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you 
stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
How did Moonbear try to get 
away from his shadow?  
 

How did Moonbear feel when 
he was trying to get away 
from his shadow?  

Why couldn’t Moonbear get 
away from his shadow?  

Respond Scaffold children’s responses by:  

• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
• Using proper grammar & syntax 
• Modeling rich vocabulary 

*If children have difficulty responding to open ended wh-questions consider using the following 
scaffolds: 

• Provide a forced choice (ex. Is it ________ or _______?). Let the child supply the answer. 
• Begin a sentence and let the child finish (He ran away after he __________.) 
• Provide semantic cues and let the child finish.  (Teacher: What do you call the place where 

we live with our families? We eat and sleep there. It is our________.) 
• Provide phonemic cues and let the child finish a word (ex. He performed tricks for 

his…Teacher: /f/… Child: family). 
• Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Your shadow is with you all the time. Sometimes it can even be in your way! But if it is 
bothersome, you only need to wait because it will change when the sun moves across the sky.  

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).     
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Place unbreakable mirrors and flashlights in the dramatic play center. Allow 
children to experiment with shadows and reflections.  
 
Writing Center: Have children write and draw about a time they compromised with friends 
while playing or working together.  
 
Small Groups: Tell children that they are going to have an opportunity to fish like Moonbear! 
Use magnetic letters & fishing poles with magnets for children to fish for letters.  

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox 
Campus. 

• Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
• When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
• Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  

A connected Focus Word visual set is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 



 

 
 

• How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

1.Determined: decidido(a) (des-ih-dee-dough) 
2.Escape: escapar (es-cah-par) 
3.Compromise: compromiso (com-pro-mease-so) 
4.Bothersome: molesto(a) (mole-es-tee-ah) 
Props: Be creative and use items you have that will help children understand the story. Suggestions: 
one big nail, hammer (plastic or wooden), shovel, flashlight to cast shadows 


