
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Encourage/animar (an-ee-mar): to do or say things that help others feel like they can do hard things/hacer o decir algo que ayude a otras personas a hacer algo 
que puede ser difícil para ellos

Clever/astuto (ahs-too-toh): smart and good at solving problems and figuring things out/alguien que soluciona problemas 

Contribute/contribuir (kohn-tree-bweer): find a way to help others and our world/buscar la manera de ayudar a los otros y al mundo

Determined/determinado (deh-tehr-mee-nah-doh): never giving up/alguioen que no se rinde o da por vencido 

Main Idea: Everyone is good at something and can contribute to the world in different ways.

Inquiry Questions:  How does the world work? How can we take care of Earth’s living and non-living things? 
How do they take care of us?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
How does each person in your family contribute to the family? Initiate a family conversation where everyone encourages and thanks each person in the family for 
ways they contribute to the family and to others.
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Be creative! 
Create your own 

connected activities.

Family Connection:

Ask families to take a picture of 
something that the adult does for 

their work—either inside or outside 
of the home. With this collection of 
community helpers, talk about how 

each person contributes to the 
community in different and 

important ways. 

Blocks:

Using blocks, construct 
a compound like where Lami 
lived.  Provide plastic animals 
and people figures. Children 

can assign each person a way 
to contribute to helping 

the community run 
smoothly.

Outside:

Pretend balls are chickens 
and play “Catch that Chicken.” 

Notice and encourage the children 
(e.g. how clever and determined 
the children are at figuring out 
where the balls will bounce).

Family Connection:

Initiate a family 
conversation where everyone 
encourages and thanks each 
person in the family for ways 

they contribute to the 
family and to others.

Catch that Chicken 
by Atinuke

Dramatic Play:

Play doctor/nurse and invite the 
children to treat a patient with a 

sprained ankle. Join children in talking 
about how we feel when we are hurt. 

Talk about how we can be determined, 
clever, and contribute to others to 

help them feel better.

Morning Meeting/
Job Chart/Classroom Roles:

Together in the circle, brainstorm and 
make a list of things that could help the 

class work more smoothly. Maybe you need 
a greeter for when people come, or a person 
to make sure we don’t leave the ball on the 
playground, or a friend to be sure that the 

plants are watered. Create and initiate jobs 
that are needed for your unique classroom 

community. Encourage children as they 
take up these roles in ways that 
contribute to each other and to 

the classroom.


