
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Snow is falling, falling down; Snow is falling hit the 
ground. (Wiggle fingers like snowflakes) Flurries, flurries (sing slowly) Snowing, snowing (sing faster) Blizzard (Sing loud and very fast) 

Story Title: Annie and the Wild Animals         Author: Jan Brett 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This little girl is 
Annie. It looks like she is surrounded 
by a lot of wild animals. I am 
wondering why she wanted these 
animals to come out the woods. Let's 
read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: Remember, in this 
story Annie feeds the wild animals 
because she misses her cat, Taffy. I 
wonder how she felt when Taffy was 
gone. Let's read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I want you to help 
me tell it. I’m wondering why these 
wild animals wouldn’t make good pets 
for Annie. Let’s read and find out.  

Main Idea: Pets can be good company for people, but some animals make better pets than others.  

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 3  Curled up 
More than usual- more than she normally eats 
Strange- different, not where she usually sleeps 

Pg. 4 Annie  Lonely- sad because you are alone 

Pg. 6 
Corn cake Imagined Corn cake-corn bread muffin 

Imagined- pretended, made believe  
Tame- teach to live with people, make into a pet 

Pg. 8 Moose   

Pg. 10 
Moose, wildcat Snarling  Snarling- growling and showing its teeth, acting 

mean 

Pg. 13 Moose, wildcat, bear   

Pg. 14   Grumpy- mean or mad, not feeling happy 

Pg. 16  Snarls, growls  

Pg. 17 Stag, gray wolf   

Pg. 20  Roared, shook Roar- make a long, loud sound 

Pg. 22 
Barrel  Barrel- large, round, wooden container 

Corn meal- food used to make corn cakes 

Pg. 25 
Buds  Breeze- soft wind 

Buds- beginnings of flowers or leaves on branches 
Coming alive- plants began growing 

Pg. 26 
Taffy  Unexpected- didn’t think would happen 

Proudly- feeling good about herself 

Pg. 27   Exclaimed- said excitedly, in an excited voice 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your reads and 
throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 

1. Determined- wanting to do something no matter what 
2. Concerned- worried about 
3. Overwhelmed- to have too many things to deal with  
4. Season- a period of time during the year 
5. Delighted- very happy with 



 

 
 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 

and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds 
Pg. 

2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 3 

I’m thinking Annie is noticing that 
there is something different 

about her cat. She is concerned 
that Taffy is not acting the same 

as usual.  

Pg. 3 

Annie must be very concerned about 
her pet. She is noticing that Taffy is 

acting different than she usually 
does.  

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 3 
Pg. 5 
Pg. 6 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 15 
Pg. 17 
Pg. 19 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 22 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 28 

Pg. 6 
Annie must be thinking that if she 
can’t find Taffy, she should get a 

new pet to play with. 
Pg. 5 

I’m thinking that Annie is really upset 
that her pet is gone. She is feeling 

lonely and would like to have 
another pet. 

Pg. 15 
Annie must be determined to find 
a new pet. She keeps putting out 

more corn cakes every day. 
Pg. 11 

Annie keeps putting more corn cakes 
at the edge of the wood even 

though she is not finding animals 
that will make good pets. She must 

be feeling very lonely. 

Pg. 17 
Annie found all of these animals, 

but none of them will make a 
good pet for her. 

Pg. 15 
Annie still keeps putting out corn 

cakes. I am thinking that this shows 
that she is determined to find a pet.  

Pg. 21 

There are so many animals 
outside that they are shaking the 

house. Annie must be 
overwhelmed that she found so 

many these animals. Still, none of 
them will make a good pet.  

Pg. 19 
 

Poor Annie! She seems like she is 
overwhelmed with all the animals- 
look at her face when she sees the 

moose sticking his head through the 
window. She still has to feed all of 
the animals, but none of them will 

make a good pet.  

Pg. 22 

Annie sees that her corn meal is 
all gone and she cannot make any 
more corn cakes. That means she 
will not be able to get any more 

animals to come out of the 
woods.  

Pg. 22 

Annie has realized that her plan will 
not work. She did not find a good 

pet, and now she cannot make any 
more corn cakes to get other animals 

to come out of the forest.  

Pg. 25 

I notice that while Annie is asleep, 
the season changes. The winter 
turns into spring, and plants that 

the animals can eat begin growing 
in the forest.  

Pg. 28 

I’m thinking that Annie is feeling 
delighted to have Taffy back and to 
have her kittens too. She will not be 

lonely any more! 

Pg. 28 

Annie must be delighted that 
Taffy came back and brought her 

kittens. Now Annie has more 
pets, and they are not wild 

animals.  

  



 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated 
before reading.  

 
Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

*Cut 

dotted 

lines 

Why did Annie want the animals 
to come out of the woods? 

How did Annie feel when Taffy 
went away? 

Why wouldn’t the wild animals 
make good pets for Annie? 
 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Pets can be good company for people, but some animals make better pets than others. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).      
For Example:   
Math Small Groups: Make corn cakes with the children. Allow them to measure and mix the ingredients.  
 
Writing Center: Have children write and draw about a time they felt lonely and how they found a way to 
not feel lonely any more.  
 
Science Small Groups: Investigate the types of animals that live in the woods near your school.  

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox 
Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  

A connected Focus Word Visual set resource is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

1. Determined: decidido (des-ih-dee-dough) 
2. Concerned: preocupado (pray-oc-ew-pah-dough) 
3. Overwhelmed: abrumado (ah-brew-mah-dough) 
4. Season: estación (es-tah-see-own) 
5. Delighted: encantado (en-can-tah-dough) 

 Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story. 
Suggestions: Stuffed animal cat, cornbread muffin, print out or make paper animals from the 
story and tape them to popsicle sticks to make puppets (moose, bear, etc.) 


