
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Infants & Toddlers) 
(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 

Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title:   Knuffle Bunny 
Author:  Mo Willams 

Tune-In Example 
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the book? 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

“I love you. You love me. We’re a happy family. With a great big 
hug and a kiss from me to you (mime hugging and blowing kisses) 
Won’t you say you love me too?” (The Barney Song) 

The name of this book is Knuffle Bunny. See this little girl (point 
to)? Her name is Trixie and she is holding her favorite toy, Knuffle 
Bunny (point to). Trixie likes to take Knuffle Bunny with her on all 
kinds of adventures, but something happens to Knuffle Bunny in 
this story and it’s a BIG problem for Trixie. Let’s read to find out 
what happens to Knuffle Bunny and how Trixie and her family 
work together to solve this problem! 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. First, read the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and props.        
3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English throughout the 
story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

Title 
Pages 

Knuffle Bunny   

I see pictures of Trixie’s family in this book. 
Look, here are her mommy and daddy 
(point to) and here is Trixie when she was a 
baby (point to). Look, here she’s getting 
bigger, she is growing, and it looks like she 
really loves her Knuffle Bunny. I bet it is her 
favorite toy. She likes it the most. 

1, 2 Trixie, Daddy  
Errands – something you 

have to do 

Oh, I notice that Trixie’s daddy is carrying 
their laundry (dirty clothes). They have a lot 



 

of dirty clothes. I am thinking they are 
going to wash their clothes.  And look, 
Trixie is bringing Knuffle Bunny, her 
favorite toy – the one she likes the best- 
with her 

3, 4 Trixie, Daddy, Park 
Through (move 
hand as if going 

through) 
  

5, 6 School, Laundromat  
Laundromat – a place 

where you can wash your 
clothes 

Look, Daddy, Trixie, and Knuffle Bunny 
finally arrive at the Laundromat! They can 
wash their clothes, or laundry here. 

 
7, 8 

Trixie, Daddy, 
Washing machine 

  

Look, Trixie is really enjoying, or having a 
good time, spending time with her daddy. 
And look, here is Knuffle Bunny hanging on 
the side of the laundry basket. 

9, 10 Money Put money in  

Trixie and her daddy putting their laundry 
in the machine. Now they have to wait for 
it to wash, so they’ll leave for a little while. 
But wait, I notice that Knuffle Bunny is in 
the washing machine, I wonder if Trixie 
knows that her favorite toy is getting 
washed. I bet this will be a problem 
(trouble) for Trixie 

11, 12 Trixie   

UH-OH! Look at Trixie. I think that she 
realizes that she left her Knuffle Bunny at 
the laundromat! Oh-no, she didn’t want to 
wash her bunny and leave it behind! What 
a problem! 

13, 14  
Aggle, Klabble, 

Flaggle! 
 

Look! Trixie is trying to tell Daddy that 
there is a problem, some trouble. Daddy 
doesn’t understand that she is trying to say 
“Knuffle Bunny”. Trixie is still learning how 
to talk; her daddy doesn’t understand her. 
Trixie is getting upset! 

17, 18 Trixie, Daddy 
Bawled, Boneless 
(flop your arms) 

Fussy -crying 

Oh my! Trixie was trying so hard to make 
Daddy understand her, and when he did 
not, I see that she got really upset. This is a 
big problem, lots of trouble, for Trixie! 

21, 22 Mommy 
Where (shrug 

shoulders) 
 

Look at Trixie and Daddy’s faces! This is 
what Trixie was trying to tell daddy. She 
wanted Knuffle Bunny!  



 

23, 24 Whole family Run  

Oh, I bet that they are running back to the 
Laundromat to try to find Knuffle Bunny! 
Families work together to solve problems, 
things that cause trouble,  and this is a big 
problem – Knuffle Bunny is gone! 

27, 28 Daddy, Trixie Looked  

See Daddy looking everywhere for Knuffle 
Bunny? He really loves Trixie and wants to 
find her favorite toy for her. Families work 
together to fix problems (things that are 
causing trouble).  

29, 30 Knuffle Bunny Looked  Look! Daddy found Knuffle Bunny! Yay! 

31    

Look how happy Trixie is to have her 
favorite toy, the one she likes the most, 
back! Her family worked together to solve 
Trixie’s BIG problem. Trixie even learned 
how to say “Knuffle Bunny”! 

 

Summarize (after you read) 
How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 

• Say “We just read about how Trixie’s family worked 
together to solve a problem. .Let’s look back at how 
this family worked together to find Knuffle Bunny . 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. One example for this book could 
be “Where is Knuffle Bunny?” 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book would be “Why didn’t Daddy 
know that Trixie forgot Knuffle Bunny at the 
laundromat?” 

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting language 
(honor all attempts to communicate, in any language). 

 
 

 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 

1. Problem – something that is 
making trouble for you 

2. Enjoy – to have fun 
3. Favorite – the one you like the 

most 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 
What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs first in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book 
with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? 
____________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across languages? 
Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like Google Translate 
to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom: 

1. Problem: problema (prob-lehm-ah) 
2. Enjoy: disfrutar (dis-frew-tar) 
3. Favorite: favorito (fav-or-ee-toe) 

• What props or materials will you use? ____________________________________________________________ 

• Additional supports for this book: ________________________________________________________________ 

 Remember: 

• Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

• Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 

• You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 

 


