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Pediatric Hearing Screenings

Essential Tools

Cleaning Supplies Pure-Tone and/or OAE device Probe Tips
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Screening Procedure for Pure-Tone

Find a quiet, carpeted room with minimal visual distractions, avoiding
windows and ensuring ample space.

Gather all supplies: Pure-Tone audiometer, cleaning supplies, and any forms

Conduct a listening check: start with a 50dB tone in each ear, gradually lower
the tone, and test all frequencies.

Gather the child’s information and relevant history.

Inspect the ears for malformations.

Prepare the child by explaining to them to raise a hand or touch their ear
upon hearing a tone. Securely place earphones (red for right ear, blue for left
ear), and remove any earrings, headbands, glasses, etc.

Begin the screening. Screen frequencies are 1000, 2000, and 4000 Hz
(screen at 500 Hz if completing the DPH 3300 Form). Ensure the child cannot
see the screener/equipment. Present an initial tone at 50dB for one ear to
confirm understanding of instructions, reinstruct as needed, and then lower
the tone to the screening level of 25 dB HL.

Tips

If the child FAILS, rescreen in 2 weeks. If the child FAILS a rescreen, notify
caregivers.

If the child struggles to understand the Pure-Tone task, try Conditioned
Play Audiometry before OAE screening.
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Screening Procedure for OAE

Find a quiet, carpeted room with minimal visual distractions, avoiding
windows and ensuring ample space.

Gather all supplies: OAE device, cleaning supplies, and any forms.
Gather the child’s information and relevant history.

Inspect the ears for malformations; both ears will be screened.

Ensure the tip is placed properly. The tip size should be slightly larger than
the opening of the ear canal.

Begin the screening. Ensure the child is calm and quiet. If not, use bubbles
or other distraction techniques.

Tips
If the child fails one ear OR both, then it is a failed screening.

Use OAE instead of Pure-Tone screening for children who are
developmentally unable to complete the Pure-Tone screening task.

OAE screening can serve as supporting evidence for Pure-Tone screening
results.

Use the OAE Decision Tree to help make decisions when conducting an
OAE screening.

What Next?

» Notify the caregivers if the child fails a second screening.
» Provide all notifications in the caregiver’s native language.
e For children who fail, encourage follow-up appointments.



