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Course Guide Information
This guide was created to help you process and take action on the information 
provided in the corresponding course.

How to Use This Guide

Lesson Overview
Each lesson has an overview with a quick description of the lesson and three major 
goals. Rate your knowledge of the information on the scale before you watch the 
lesson.

Notes Page
As you watch each lesson, there is a page to take notes so that you can go back and 
refer to them whenever needed.

Reflection Page
After you watch the lesson, use the reflection questions to think about what you 
learned and how you can apply it to improve instruction.

Extension Activities
After finishing the entire lesson, rate your knowledge again to self-assess how much 
you learned.

There is a list of relevant activities you can do to further deepen your understanding 
and improve your practice. 
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Lesson 1: Domains of Early Literacy
In this lesson, you will learn why phonemic awareness, alphabet knowledge, and 
concepts of print, also known as print awareness are vital for emergent literacy 
development.

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Describe what phonemic awareness is and why it is important.​
2.	Describe what alphabet knowledge is and why it is important.​
3.	Describe what print awareness is and why it is important.

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Take Notes

What is phonemic awareness? Why is it important?

What is alphabet knowledge? Why is it important?

What is print awareness? Why is it important?
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Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Describe what phonemic awareness is and why it is important.​
2.	Describe what alphabet knowledge is and why it is important.​
3.	Describe what print awareness is and why it is important. 

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed this lesson, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 - 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	Create a one sentence purpose statement to tell why early literacy skills are 

important for student success. 
2.	Download the Rollins Expected Childhood Outcomes and familiarize yourself 

with the Early Literacy indicators.

Lesson 1: Domains of Emergent Literacy
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Lesson 2: Instructional Routines​
In this lesson, you will learn about gradual release, a three-step method where you 
gradually release responsibility of learning from the teacher to the child. In addition, 
you will learn about the different instructional times of day where you can teach these 
emergent literacy skills.

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Explain the gradual release of responsibility.​
2.	Explain the times of day best suited for teaching emergent literacy skills.​
3.	Explain the importance of assessment and feedback in teaching emergent 

literacy skills.

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Take Notes
Explain the gradual release of responsibility.

Describe how attention grabbers, transitions and brain breaks 
can be used to teach emergent literacy skills.

Describe two types of feedback and when they should be used.
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Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Explain the gradual release of responsibility.​
2.	Explain the times of day best suited for teaching emergent literacy skills.​
3.	Explain the importance of assessment and feedback in teaching emergent 

literacy skills.

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed this lesson, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 – 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	Download the Gradual Release of Responsibility resource and compare it to your 

curriculum materials. 
2.	Download the Hungry Monster Template and create your own Hungry Monster. 
3.	Make a plan for Partner Talk during your whole group lessons.

Lesson 2: Instructional Routines
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Lesson 3: Phonological Sensitivity
In this lesson, you will learn about the continued importance of phonological 
sensitivity, the skills that make it up, and how you can embed these activities into 
your teaching day.

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Explain phonological sensitivity.​
2.	Describe how and when we should teach phonological sensitivity.

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Is phonological sensitivity necessary for reading?

1. 2.

3. 4.

Take Notes

List four phonological sensitivity skills.

When and how should we teach phonological sensitivity?
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Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Explain phonological sensitivity.​
2.	Describe how and when we should teach phonological sensitivity.

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed this lesson, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 – 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	Download the Phonological Sensitivity Activities resource and make a plan to 

incorporate these into an upcoming transition.
2.	Examine your curriculum materials to see if phonological sensitivity is included in 

whole or small group plans.

Lesson 3: Phonological Sensitivity
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Lesson 4: Phonemic Awareness
In this lesson, you will take a deeper dive into phonemic awareness and its 
importance. You will learn about each of the skills on the phonemic awareness 
continuum and you will be introduced to instructional routines that you can use 
to teach these skills. You will also learn how you can assess and monitor children’s 
progress in this area. Plus, you will see real classroom examples.

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Explain the critical nature of phonemic awareness.​
2.	Describe the phonemic awareness continuum.​
3.	Explain the importance of assessing phonemic awareness.

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Explain why phonemic awareness is critical for reading.
Take Notes

Describe how to assess phonemic awareness.

Describe how to assess phonemic awareness.
1.

2.

3.
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Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Explain the critical nature of phonemic awareness.​
2.	Describe the phonemic awareness continuum.​
3.	Explain the importance of assessing phonemic awareness.

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed this lesson, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 – 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	Download the Phonemic Awareness Assessment and administer it to your class. 
2.	Download the Assessment for Instructional Vocabulary and Instructional 

Language Teaching Tips and make a plan to assess a child you think may be 
struggling with instructional vocabulary. 

3.	Download the Phonemic Awareness Instructional Routines to use with your 
students.

Lesson 4: Phonemic Awareness
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https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/instructional-language-teaching-tips/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/?s=instructional+routines


Lesson 5: Alphabet Knowledge
In this lesson, you will take a deeper dive into alphabet knowledge. You will learn 
about the connection between letters and sounds. We will show you how you can 
teach these important skills using the alphabet knowledge instructional routine. You 
will also learn how you can assess and monitor children’s progress in this area. Plus, 
you will see real classroom examples.

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Define alphabet knowledge.​
2.	Explain the alphabetic principle.​
3.	Describe the Alphabet Knowledge Instructional Routine.

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Take Notes

1.

2.

3.

4.

Define alphabet knowledge.

List and describe the steps of the Alphabet Knowledge 
Teaching Routine.

Explain the alphabetic principal.
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Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Define alphabet knowledge.​
2.	Explain the alphabetic principle.​
3.	Describe the Alphabet Knowledge Instructional Routine.

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed this lesson, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 – 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	Download the Alphabet Knowledge Instructional Routine and Letter Cards for 

teaching letters and sounds.
2.	Explore the resources for teaching Alphabet Knowledge: Medium Letter Cards,  

Letter Tiles and the Alphabet Knowledge Review Book.
3.	Download the Alphabet Knowledge Assessment and Matrix and make a plan to 

use it in your classroom. 

Lesson 5: Alphabet Knowledge
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https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/alphabet-knowledge-instructional-routine-abc-order/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/large-letter-cards/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/medium-letter-cards/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/letter-tiles/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/alphabet-knowledge-review-book/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/alphabet-knowledge-assessment-2/
https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/alphabet-knowledge-assessment-matrix/


Lesson 5: Concepts of Print
In this lesson, you will take a deeper dive into print awareness. You will learn about 
the three categories of print awareness and see how to use think-a-louds to embed 
these into your day, as you demonstrate the knowledge of how print works and how it 
carries a message.

Major Goals For The Lesson Are To:
1.	Describe what book conventions are and why they are important.  ​
2.	Describe what print conventions are and why they are important. ​
3.	Describe what print functions are and why they are important.

Rate Your Knowledge
On a scale of 1 – 10 rate your knowledge of the lesson topic.

Notes
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Take Notes
Explain book conventions.

Explain print conventions.

Explain print functions.
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Reflect

What was your biggest takeaway from this lesson?

What are you currently doing that supports what you learned?

What action step(s) will you take as a result of this lesson? 
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Revisit Lesson Goals:
1.	Describe what book conventions are and why they are important.  ​
2.	Describe what print conventions are and why they are important. ​
3.	Describe what print functions are and why they are important.

Rate Your Knowledge
Now that you have completed this lesson, rate your knowledge of the lesson topic on 
a scale of 1 – 10.

Extension Activities
The faster you take action and the more you apply what you are learning, the better 
the results you will see.

Application Checklist:
1.	Download the Concepts of Print/Print Awareness Indicators resource and 

compare it to your curriculum materials.
2.	Research the first languages of children in your classroom and their print 

conventions.

Lesson 5: Alphabet Knowledge

Emergent Literacy Course Guide

https://learn.coxcampus.org/resource/concepts-of-print-print-awareness-indicators/


Additional Notes
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