
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Infant and Toddlers) 
(Tune In, Introduce the Story, Promote Language, and Summarize) 

 Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Book: Carry Me 
Author: Babies Everywhere 

Tune-In Example 
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and loving 

interaction and capture the child’s/children’s interest in the 
book? 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 

Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading. 

Fingerplay-  
“Up, Up, Up!” (hands way up)  
Says the baby, (pretend to rock the baby) 
“High like the moon or kite.” (make a circle with your hands in the 
sky and change it to a diamond and ‘fly’ it around). 
Families carry their babies (pretend to carry and rock a baby in any 
of the ways babies are carried) 
all through the day and the night! (day – jazz hands, night- pretend 
to sleep). 

Look at this book, Carry Me. I see a baby being carried by his 
mom, and this mom is using a sling.  All around the world 
babies are carried! Let’s see how the babies in this book are 
carried by people who love them- just like we carry you!  

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading. 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what happens 

next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 
props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

  



 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to the pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions) 

Pg. #  Point Act Tell 
Think Alouds 

Pg. 1 Carry carry  

 
I see this family is taking a walk with their 
baby. The dad is carrying his baby using a 

baby carrier. The baby feels safe and loved. 

Pg. 2 Front front  
This baby is out for a walk with his dad in a 
baby carrier in front of his dad! The baby is 

safe and loved. 

Pg. 3,4 Back, white fabric, 
fur back Sling: a piece of fabric 

for carrying babies 

I see these two moms carrying their babies 
in different slings-- fabric they wrap around 
them to carry their baby. These babies are 

safe and loved. This baby is around the 
mommy’s back and is in a white sling. This 
one is being carried in a fur sling.  Families 

are taking care of their babies, carrying 
them, and keeping them safe. The slings 

help them carry their baby without it getting 
too heavy! 

Pg. 6 Side side Side: not back, not 
front, beside 

This mom is using colorful fabric as a sling to 
carry her baby beside her, on her side. 

 
Pg. 7,8 

Pack  Pack: bag that carries a 
baby 

These two dads are carrying their babies in a 
pack, a bag that carries a baby. I see the 
daddies keeping their babies safe and warm. 

Pg.10  Sling  
Sling bag: a piece of 
fabric for carrying 

babies 

These two moms are using different slings 
to carry their babies, they are probably 

going out, and they need to make sure their 
babies are safe. They are carrying their 

babies on their sides.  

Pg. 12 Chest 
holding baby in 

closely in front of 
you 

Chest: in front of your 
body 

These moms are holding their babies in their 
arms like this on their chests. These moms 
are keeping their babies safe and cozy, too! 

Pg. 14 Basket   

These two families are carrying their babies 
in a basket! They are taking a walk making 
sure their babies are safe and comfortable, 

or feeling so good. What a great idea! 

Pg. 16    

All families have many ways to carry their 
babies! Wherever they go, families keep 

their babies, safe, warm, and comfortable, 
or feeling so good. They can carry their baby 

in a way that works best for them. 



 

 

Summarize (after you read) 
How will you make sure children comprehend the story? 

 

• Say “We just read about families that carry babies 
in different ways. Families always make sure their 
babies feel safe, warm, and comfortable. Let’s look 
back and see some of the ways these babies were 
carried by people who love them!” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures. 

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for 
infants and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended 
questions about events, characters’ actions or 
feelings. One example for this book would be, 
“How can you carry your baby (doll) so they feel 
safe, warm, and comfortable? Why is that a good 
idea? What can we use in our classroom to help us 
carry our babies and keep them safe and warm?”  

• Respond to children’s answers by promoting 
language (honor all attempts to communicate, in 
any language). 

Suggested Pages for 
Summarizing 
 
Pg. 1 
Pg. 6  
Pg. 12 
Pg. 16 
 
 
 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Carry: lift up 
2. Safe: feeling taken care of 
3. Family: group of people who take 
care of and love each other 
4. Comfortable: Feeling so good 

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners 
What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners (DLLs)? 

• Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the 
book with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  
 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across 
languages? Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools 
like Google Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your 
classroom: 

1. Carry/ llevar (yay-var)- lift up 
2. Family/ familia (fah-meal-ee-ah)- group of people who take care of and love each other 
3. Safe/ seguro (say-gur-o)- feeling taken care of  

• What props or materials will you use? Be creative and use what you have. Ideas: Dolls, different pieces of fabric or baby 
carriers or slings.  

• Additional supports for this book: Perfect Pair: Upsy Daisy, Baby: How families around the world carry their little 
ones by Susan Hughes 



 

 Remember: 

• Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 
• Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections). 
• You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information from this guide directly into your book. 

 


