
 
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

 

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

Young and Older Toddler Classrooms 

Arrival/Morning Greeting – Talk With Me 
Vocabulary/Expressions/ 
Responsive Interactions 

Examples 

Welcome Welcome (name of child), I’m so happy you’re here! 
Arrive I have been waiting for you to arrive. 

“Bye-bye” Let’s wave good-bye to mommy/daddy. Say, “Have a good day! We’ll see you when you 
get back”. 

Apart 
(if child appears upset) I know you feel sad now. It is hard when we have to be apart 
from the people we love. When Mommy/Daddy comes back you can give her/him a big 
hug. 

Acquainted 
Come in and get acquainted with your new classroom. We have so many fun things to 
do. 
Come in and get acquainted with your friends. 

Sad, Disappointed 
I know you are sad. You feel disappointed when your (mom, dad, grandmother, etc.) has 
to leave. I understand. I will be here with you. 

Comfortable 
Would you like me to give you a hug? I want to help you feel comfortable. I want you to 
feel better. 

Return 
I know you miss your mommy/daddy. I am going to take good care of you until she/he 
returns. 

Morning Meeting – Talk With Me (two-year-olds) 

Greeting 
Let’s all give a good morning greeting to each other. Let’s all say “Good 
Morning!” Now let’s sing a good morning greeting. Let’s sing our good morning song. 

Except 
Everybody is here today except (child/children who is/are absent). Let’s all sing a “wish 
you well” song to our friend(s) who are not here today. Sing “We wish you well. We wish 
you well. All through the day today, we wish you well.” (tune to “The Farmer in the Dell”) 

Celebrate Now let’s celebrate the new day! Hip, Hip, Hooray! 

Repeat 
Repeat what I say. “Let’s celebrate this day!” (children repeat) 
“With a Hip, Hip Hooray!” (children repeat) 
“What do you say?” (children repeat, “Hip, Hip Hooray!”) 

Routines - Talk With Me (one and two-year-olds) 
Diaper changing 

Change Let’s change your diaper. It’s wet (or dirty). Let’s put on a new, dry diaper. 

Safe 
I’m going to help you lie down on the changing table so you will be safe and comfort-
able. 

Remove I will remove, or take off, this wet diaper. 
Replace Wet/Dry After I remove this wet diaper, I will replace it with a dry diaper. 
Comfortable Now that you are wearing a dry diaper, I hope you will feel more comfortable. 
Wipes Let’s make certain you are clean. Let’s use a wipe to wash you. 
Fasten I’m going to fasten your diaper so it will stay on. 



 
  

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

Comfortable 
I hope you feel more comfortable now. I’m going to pick you up and then put you down 
so you can stand up by yourself. Now you are ready to __________. 

Heavy 
I can tell you are growing bigger because you are a little bit heavy. I will have to stay 
strong so I can still pick you up. 

Meal Time 
Protect Let’s put on your bib so that we can protect your clothes from getting messy. 
Fasten I will fasten your bib so it will stay in place. 

Delicious, Yummy, Tasty 
I think you must be so hungry! I hope you enjoy this delicious meal. It looks really 
yummy! 

Serving If you are still hungry you can have another serving. 

Variety 
Look what we have for lunch. (name foods) We have a lot of different foods. We have a 
variety of things to eat. 

Independent You can eat all by yourselves. You are so independent because you know how to feed 
yourself! You can do it without help. 

Rhyme, Same 
You are eating some yummy food! It must be yummy to your tummy! Listen to those 
words, “yummy, tummy” they rhyme. They sound the same at the end. 

Healthy These vegetables you are eating are so healthy. They help your body grow strong 

Scoop I can tell you know how to use the spoon to scoop up your peas. 
Appetite I see you want more. You really have a big appetite today. You are very hungry. 
Napkin, Wipe We have napkins to use if we need to wipe our mouths. 

Empty 
You ate all your (name of food). The bowl is empty now because there is 
nothing inside it. It was full of (name of food). Now it is empty. 

Whole I bet your tummy is full. You ate your whole lunch. You ate all of it. 
Remove Let’s remove, or take off your bib now. 
Finished You have finished eating. Lunch is over so let’s prepare for rest time, or get ready to rest. 

Preparation for Nap 

Relax Now, you can just relax and listen to some soft music. 
Cover I will cover you with this soft blanket so you will be warm and cozy. 
Relaxed I can see that you are nice and calm now – you are very relaxed. 
After, Again After your rest, we will have a snack and then you can play again. 

Snack 

Satisfied 
This is our snack time. If we eat a snack our tummies will feel satisfied until we eat the 
next meal. 

Crunchy Today, we have a crunchy snack. When we chew these crackers you can hear 
“crunch, crunch, crunch”. 

Empty You drank all your juice and now your cup is empty. There is nothing in it. 

Finished 
When you are finished, you can put your napkin in the trash can just like this. 
Watch me. 



  

 

 

 

 

   

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

Book Sharing- Read With Me/ Rhyme With Me  (one and two-year-olds) 

Share 
Let’s share this book together. All three of us can look at this book together. We can 
share it. 

Cover Look at the illustration, the picture, on the cover of the book (describe the picture using 
well-formed sentences). 

Front Here is the front of the book. These words (point) tell us the name of the book. The 
name, of this book is ____________. 

Title 
Remember, these words on the front of the book tell us the name of the book. The name 
of the book is called the title. The title of the book is ___________. 

Open Let’s open the book and read the pages. 
First Let’s turn to the first page, since this is where we start reading. 

Words 
Here are some words on the page. (point to words) I will read the words on the page. 
These words tell us a story. 

Next Now, let’s turn to the next page. Look here are some more words that I can read. Let’s 
see what happens next. 

Character Look at this character. His name is ___________. This story has three characters. Their 
names are ____, ____ and ________. 

Illustration 
Look at the illustration, the picture, on this page. The illustration shows us what is 
happening in the story. The words tell us what is happening in the story. 

Smiling 
The character, __________ is smiling. I am thinking that he must be feeling excited, 
(delighted, cheerful, pleased) because he is going to ______. 

Disappointed, Frustrated, 
Worried, Upset, Angry 

Look at (character’s name), she/he has a frown on her/his face (make sad expression, 
point to character’s facial expression). I think she/he feels disappointed, (frustrated, 
worried, angry, upset) ______________. 

Wonder Let’s turn the page again. I wonder what will happen next. 
Surprised I am surprised! I didn’t know this was going to happen. 
Last This is the last page. We are at the end of the story. 
Entire We read all the pages of the book. We read the entire book 

Different Would you like to read a different book, or another book? I know you love books! 
Same Oh, you want to read this book again, the same book we just read. 
Repeat We can repeat the reading of this book. We can read it again, and again. 

Familiar You are familiar with this book. You already know this book because we read it before. It 
is familiar to us. 

Return, Finished Let’s return the book to the shelf. Let’s put it back since we finished reading it. 
Introduction to Centers (two-year-olds) – Talk With Me 

Ready Let’s get ready to play at centers. 
Eager I can see that you are eager, or so ready, to play at our centers. 

Before, New 
Before we go to our centers, I want to tell you about something new, 
something that you haven’t seen before. 

Introduce I will introduce this new item. The name of this item is called_______. 

Show, Demonstrate 
Now I will show you how you can use it. OR I will demonstrate, or show you, how to 
use ______. 



 

 

 

 

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

Familiar Now that I have introduced ______ and you know how to use it, it will be familiar to you. 
You will already know about it. 

Center Time - Talk With Me (one and two-year-olds) Tier 2 words to use 

Block Center 
stack, hollow, solid, similar, different, identical, compare, connect, balance, separate, 
arrange, remove, return, structure, cooperate, assist, join, transport, vehicle, repair, 
extend, construct 

Dramatic Play Center pretend, dishes, container, cook, serve, meal, finished, open, close, fancy, fasten, remove, 
over, under, variety, more, help, assist, grown-up, comfort, cover 

Books Center 
shelf, illustration, character, front, cover, back, pages, words, top, bottom, point, story, 
return, open, close, choose, turn, story, scary, afraid, funny, happy, sad, disappointed, 
excited, joyful, worried, surprised, curious 

Table Toys/ Puzzles 

variety, a lot, choose, fit, connect, together, attach, apart, add, remove, under, over, 
corner, inside, outside, on-top, match, same, different, stack, row, another, big, bigger, 
biggest, large, larger, largest, small, smaller, smallest, many, few, some, all, finished, part, 
piece, whole, flat, round, full, empty, morethan, fewer-than 

Art 

artist, paper, crayons, brushes, smock, glue, dots, drops, tools, draw, paint, rub, spread, 
feel, touch, create, stick, press, attach, cover, protect, drip, mix, brushon, add, remove, 
smooth, rough, shiny, sticky, dark, light, colorful, same, different, on, off, flat, bumpy, dry, 
wet, large, part, whole, small, medium, tiny, independent, proud 

Sensory Table (water play, 
sand play) 

Container, funnel, ladle, scoop, amount, pour, dump, scoop, stir, mix, drip, splatter, 
splash, dry, wet, full, empty, heavy, light, , inside, outside, more than, less than, the same 
as, same, different 
Outside Time – Talk With Me (one and two-year-olds) 

Outside Before we were playing inside, now we are playing outside. 

Cloudy 
Look up at the big sky. I see so many clouds in the sky. It is a cloudy day. I can’t 
even see the sun. 

Hiding, behind The sun is hiding behind the clouds. You can’t see it. 
Clear, without Today I don’t see any clouds in the sky. The sky is clear without any clouds. 
Sunny Today is sunny. It is not cloudy because there are not any clouds in the sky. 
Sun, Bright The bright sun is shining. It is so bright outside. I need to wear my sun glasses. 
Shadow Look, I can see my shadow. I see your shadow. Look my shadow is moving! 
Hot, Warm It feels very hot outside. Let’s walk to where there is shade. It feels cooler in the shade. 
Chilly It feels chilly outside. I am so glad we wore our jackets (sweaters, hats, mittens). 
Trees I see so many trees. The trees are far away. 

Building 
We are outside our building now. We play outside on the playground and we 
play inside the building. 

Windows I see lots windows on the building. We can look through the windows. 
Slide Look at the big slide! 
Up We go up the ladder. 
Down We go down the slide. 
Walking We are walking down the hallway. When we get outside we can run. 
Running You are running. Your legs are moving faster! 



 

 

  

 
 

 

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

Jumping You are jumping up and down! 
Bouncing You are bouncing up and down! 
Roll Let’s roll the ball. 
Catch You can catch the ball. 
Push You can push the truck to make it go. 
Pull You can pull the wagon. 
Reach Let me help you reach the handle. 
Bend Can you bend over and touch the ground. You can bend over and pick up the ball. 

Both 
You can catch the ball with both hands. You are jumping with both feet. You are clapping 
with both hands. 

Around You can run around the playground. 
Open, Close, Enter, 
Inside, Again 

Let’s open the door so we can enter the building. Now we are inside again and now I will 
close the door. 

Fun We had so much fun outside. Now let’s go inside and have more fun! 
Time to Go Home - Talk With Me 

Arrived I see that your (mommy/daddy) is here, she/he has arrived to pick you up. 

Smiling 
I see you have a big smile on your face. I know you feel so happy when 
Mommy/Daddy/Grandma/Grandpa arrives. 

Greet Let’s go greet mommy/daddy and let her/him know we are glad to see her/him! 

Hugging, Kissing 
I see you are hugging and kissing Mommy/Daddy. Tell Mommy/Daddy you are 
happy to see them. 

Activities 
Let’s tell Mommy/ Daddy about all the activities we did today. We read books, 
sang songs and played outside. 

Cubby Find your cubby and get your things before you leave. 
Inside Put all your things in your bag. 
Read Tell Mommy/Daddy there is a note for her/him to read. 

Home 
Now it is time to go home and be with your family. I will be here in the morning 
waiting for you to come back! I will see you tomorrow. 


