
 

 

 

REAL Time 
Guide for Reading Informational Texts 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 
 

 
Read and Explore 

STATE: Key Concept(s) in the Form of a Question – When we read the book, A Letter to Amy, I remember Peter’s mother 
telling him to wear his raincoat because it “Looked like rain.” That made me curious to learn more about where rain comes from, 
and how I can protect myself from getting wet when it rains. 
 
 
Purpose of the Read (to find out about key concept) -  Let’s read and find out about more about where rain comes from, and how 
we can protect our bodies and clothes from getting wet when it rains. 
(Note: You could break this up in to two separate REAL Time reads) 
 

 

Push-In and Pull-
Out Key Concepts 

Complex/Sophisticated Storybook:  A Letter to Amy  
Informational Text(s):  Rainy Weather Days by Pam Rosenberg 
Key Concept(s): Where does rain come from? How can I protect 

myself? 
 

Push-In and Pull-Out 
Information Needed to 
Comprehend Complex 

Storybook 



 

 

TEACH:  Information Related to Key Concept(s) –  

Page # Information to Push -In Text Tool to Teach  Vocabulary 

3 Table of Contents: It is important for me to 
look at the table of contents to quickly find 
out where information is located in the 
book. The table of contents is always located 
in the front of the book.  

The first thing I  want to know Is 
where does rain come from? I noticed 
that this book has a table of contents, which 
lets me know what information is in the 
book. I think I can find out where rain comes 
from by looking at this section called clouds, 
because I know that rain falls from the sky. 

 

12  Glossary: Gives me the meaning  of  
words that may not be familiar with  

On this page,  I  noticed that it  s ays 
raindrops come from clouds.  I  also 
notice that the word clouds  is  darker 
then all  of  the other words  on the 
page.  That must mean that the word 
clouds i s  important (something I  
need to know).  Let’s find out what 
clouds mean by looking in the back of 
the book at the glossary.  The 
glossary let us know what words 
mean. In  the glossary, it  says that 
clouds are white or gray masses that 
float in  the sky and are mad e up of  
water droplets and ice.  Now I  know 
that raindrops comes from clouds.   

Masses  ( large 
group of  clouds 
sitting side by 
side)  
 
Droplets  (very 
small  drop of 
l iquid)  

13  This page shows me how clouds look 
on sunny days and on rainy days.  I  
noticed that on rainy days,  the 

 



 

 

clouds make the sky look darker.  So 
now, I  know why Peter’s mother said,  
“It  looks l ike rain.” She must have 
noticed how dark the clouds in the 
sky looked and knew  that they were 
rain clouds.  

12   Refer back to page 12.  This page lets 
me know that clouds are made up of 
tiny droplets of water that crash (act 
and tell)  into each other to make 
bigger drops of water.  As the 
droplets  starts to fall  more heavily,  it  
starts to rain.  I  wonder what the tiny 
and big droplets of  water look like , 
as it  com es down from the rain 
clouds before it  hits the ground?  

Crash- to join  
together fast and 
hard  



 

 

24 Index: The index allows me to look up word 
in alphabetical order so I can quickly search 
and certain subject and what page number 
to find the information in the book. The 
index is always found in the back of a book. 

As I  look at the index,  I  can find the 
word raindrops. It says that I  can 
read about raindrops on pages 12 
and 16.  This will  give me more 
information and possibly even show 
pictures of raindrops falling from the 
sky.  

 

14-15  This page shows the size of  a sma ll  
raindrop and the size of  the large 
raindrop.  A small  raindrop is about 
the size of a  tiny dot (point to 
picture).  While a  large raindrop is 
the size of a  pea (point to picture).  I  
also noticed that (refer to pg.  15) as 
each raindrop  fall s to the ground,  
they crash into each other to form  a 
big puddle  of water (point to picture  
and tell ) .   

Puddle-small  
pools of water on 
the ground   



 

 

3  
Note: 
Begin here 
for second 
Real Time 
read 
question.   

Table of  Contents   The second question I  had while 
reading “A Letter to Amy” is  what 
should I  wear to protect myself  from 
getting my clothes wet when it rains 
outside?  I  noticed  that they have a 
section in the table of contents 
called “It  looks l ike rain.” I  bet I  can 
find the answer to my questions if  I  
read pages 6 & 7.  

 

6-7  On this page,  I  noticed that the little 
boy is  wearing waterproof material  
to protect his clothes from getting 
wet. He is  wearing a raincoat (point)  
and rain boots (point).  I  also notice 
that he is carrying an umbrella 
(point)  so that his head  won’t get 
wet. The word Umbrella  is in  bold 
(darker) than the other words.  It  
must be an important word.  Let’s 
look in the back of  the book at the 
glossary again , so we can find out 
what that word means ( pg.  22).  Now, 
I  know why Peter put on his raincoat 
before he left the house to mail  

Umbrella-a frame 
with a cloth 
stretched over it  
that you hold over 
your head when it  
rains.  
 
Waterproof- 
keeps water off  



 

 

Amy’s letter.  He did not want to get 
wet from the rainstorm . He wanted 
to protect his clothing and head by 
wearing something that was 
waterproof  (raincoat and hat) .  

 
 

Ask and Learn 
ASK: Question Related to Key Concept – Where do raindrops come from ? How can I protect myself  from 
getting wet when it  is  raining?  
 
Possible answers: 1st question (Clouds, the sky).  2nd question (wear waterproof clothing, wear a raincoat, hat, umbrella, rain 
boots) 
 
 

Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the key concept. If needed, go back into the text 
and show pictures. 

 
 



 

 

RESPOND: 
-  Take note of children ’s  interests and follow through/explore at  the appropriate time.  
-  Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.  
-  Use correct syntax.  
-  Model rich vocabulary.  
-  Build on children’s statements by adding more information.   
– Use safety nets as needed.  



 

 

 


