
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh): being one of a kind/ ser uno solo, que no hay más de lo mismo

Welcome/bienvenida (byehn-beh-nee-dah): to make someone feel you are glad they are with you/ hacer que alguien sienta que tu tealegras de que el/ella está 
contigo

Include/incluir (eeng-klweer): to make someone or something part of a group/ hacer que alguien o algo sea parte de un grupo

Common/común (com-oon): what most people do; happens a lot; the same as everyone else/ lo que hace la mayoría de la gente; sucede mucho; igual que todos 
los demás

Main Idea: A true friend helps make you feel welcome just the way you are.

Inquiry Questions:  What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me?
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Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Ask families how they welcome friends in their family/culture. Think about how families can share these welcoming experiences with the class. Can they send a 
photo or video? If there is a unique food, song, handshake, etc. could they share it with the class?

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble 

map, and DLL visual supports. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple lan-

guages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•		 Spanish cognates from Strictly No Elephants: Unique/único(a) (oo-nee-koh), Common/común (com-oon)
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Art 
and Language 

Experience Approach:

Draw a picture of a special pet 
or friend and share why they are 

special (teacher writes down 
children’s words)

Science: 

Read non-fiction 
books about some of 

the animals in this story 
(Skunk, elephant, etc.) to 

learn more.

Math 
Small Group: 

Put a bowl and include a variety 
of unsorted small objects in front of 

each child. Tell them “We are going to put 
these items in categories based on what they 

have in common. This bowl should only include  
_____________ (insert: crayons, cubes, buttons).” 

They should sort through the items and find only 
the ___________ and place them in the bowl. Next, 

give them a second bowl that is only to include  
____________. Have them put only ___________ 

in the bowl. “Even though these were all 
unique, we just sorted things and included 

them in bowls based on what they 
had in common.”

Show 
and Tell: 

Bring a stuffed animal from 
home and share why it is special to 

you. Alternatively, put out a collection 
of stuffed animals and have children take 
turns sharing which one they would want 

to be their pet and why.

Block 
Area: 

Build your own 
welcoming club. Who is 

your club for? How can you 
help welcome everyone? 
Include plastic animals.

Morning 
Meeting: 

Create a list of ways we can 
welcome our friends at school 

(shared writing). On another day, 
practice making disappointed faces 
in the mirror. He was disappointed 
when he saw the sign “strictly no 

elephants.” When did you feel 
disappointed? Why?

Family 
Connection:

Talk about gatherings with 
people who are special to our 

family.  What are some ways that 
everyone is made to feel welcome 
and included? What are some of 

the unique things about each 
family member/special person? 

What do you all have in 
common?

Dramatic 
Play: 

Create your own pet club 
complete with stuffed animals to act 

out the story.

or 

Talk about being a veterinarian and have 
supplies for children to use to take care 

of pets. Encourage children saying,  
“Imagine you are a vet and take care 

of (stuffed) animals.”
Strictly No Elephants

by Lisa Mantchev

Welcome 
Puppet Role Play: 

Sit as a group on the carpet 
(or in a small group to support 

conversations).  Have one puppet that 
pretends to knock on the door to come 

in and play. Have another puppet say “You 
are not welcome here!” in a mean way. Talk 

together about how you felt when you heard 
that. Now, try it again, and have the puppet 

say, “Come on in, you are welcome here. 
We are so glad you are with us!”  Ask 
children how they feel now. This can 

lead well to the morning meeting 
shared writing.


