Cox Campus Guide: Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day (Preschool/PreK)
NOTE: This tool was created to help guide you through the Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day course in a
meaningful and intentional way. The course has been broken down into smaller pieces with reflection and practice built into each. Note that this

course should be completed after completing the Supporting Dual Language Learners Right from the Start course. Users have found when they follow
this guide; implementation of these practices is more effective in the classroom.

“I AM AN EMERGENT BILINGUAL”: DUAL LANGUAGE LEARNERS
Developmental Goal: Demonstrates progress in learning English
LANGUAGE AND LITERACY DEVELOPMENT in ENGLISH OF PRESCHOOL/PRE-K DLLs: Expected Child Outcomes

BEGINNING: First experiences with

ENGLISH

DEVELOPING: Beginning use of
ENGLISH

ADVANCED: Increasing use of ENGLISH

LISTENING to Engl

ish

Gains meaning by
listening

Observes others and imitates
their behavior

Responds in first language
Responds to yes/no questions
using gestures and pointing
May respond orally to
questions with prompting
Responds to simple questions
with modeling, “say

Shows understanding of simple
language

Points to pictures or objects from
oral descriptions “where is

Responds to request to put an
object in its place

Begins to respond to yes/no
questions w/ one word answers
Begins to respond to age-
appropriate routine directions,
prompts, and questions with
cues

Begins to participate in
singing/fingerplays

Understands most conversations in
English

Responds to verbal directions without
additional gestures or cues

Follows directions and participates in
a large group

Shows comprehension of a story by
identifying main ideas, details,
retelling story.

Demonstrates understanding of main
events and key details of a story

Follows
Directions

Completes directive, with
teacher prompting and
modeling

Looks to other children

and teacher for cues as to how
to respond

Models behavior of other
children after observing them

Begins to respond to

directions for rules and routines
Observes others for clarification
and cues

Asks teacher to repeat direction
Follows 1-2 step direction
Requires additional time to
respond

Understands, follows, and restates
directions

Explains directions to a peer
Cooperates and completes classroom
tasks given only verbal directions (no
modeling)
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SPEAKING English
Expresses self in
social situations

Forms sentences using formulaic Greet others, asks for help

and telegraphic speech, e.g., “me Responds to open-ended questions
cold”, “go outside”, Understands and participates in
“gimme more”, etc. conversations with classmates

May use social greetings and Retells stories using short sentences
known words in appropriate with or without grammatical errors
ways, e.g., please, good bye. Code switches

Responds to questions using 1-2
words.

Code switches, mixing two
languages, e.g., ‘I live in a casa”.

Uses first language to
communicate

Uses gestures and behaviors
to communicate

Responds to yes/no questions
by pointing

Responds to simple questions
with modeling, “say

Repeats names and properties
of things they are interested
in

Cox Guide: Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day (Preschool/PreK)

Lesson 1/Understanding the Practice: Review the Stages of Second  [Stages of Second Language Learning
Essential Elements \What are the key elements in Language Learning and and Supports

Overview: creating an ecosystem where dual  [Supports resource. Read the descriptions|Building an Ecosystem for DLLs to
How do you create language learners thrive? of the various stages. Consider a dual  [Thrive

supportive and inclusive How does a strong foundation in the [language learner in your classroom.
learning environments for  [first language contribute to learning |Which stage do they seem to be in?
preschool DLLs? This lesson [a second language, English? Identify 1-2 ways from the list to support
reintroduces the ecosystem oral language that you want to try.
approach and the associated Reflect:

elements. In what ways do you see dual language
learners for their potential as bilinguals,
rather than for their limitations in
English?

How would you describe your classroom
ecosystem? In what ways are the six
essential ecosystem elements described
in this lesson true of your classroom?
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What do you already feel great about?
\What area do you want to focus on
strengthening?

IShare your reflections with a colleague,
coach, or in the Cox Campus
community!

Lesson 2/A Meaningful Why do morning meetings matter? |Plan: Jot down the GREET ME acronym |GREET ME: Begin the Day with

Morning Meeting
Overview: Morning Meeting
sets the tone for the day.
This lesson explores how
teachers can ensure DLLs
are included in a meaningful
Morning Meeting
experience.

How can morning meetings be
designed to support DLLs?

How does GREET ME affirm what
you already doing in your morning
meetings and how does it compel
you to change your morning
meetings?

Consider the E of GREET ME—Enjoy!
How are morning meetings fostering
joy in your classroom community—
for dual language learners and all
children?

down the left-hand side of a piece of
paper or create a digital table. If you
already have consistent morning
meetings as part of your daily routine,
consider each element of GREET ME:
\Which elements are you already
practicing and what elements would you
like to focus on more? Highlight 1-2
areas to focus on and make a

plan for how you will integrate these
areas for the next week.

If you do not yet have a consistent
morning meeting as part of your routine,
start by adding it! Next, consider 2-3
components of GREET ME you will
prioritize as you begin morning meetings
in your classroom.

Plan & Reflect: Asyou focus on GREET
ME, what are you noticing about the
dual language learners in your
classroom?

Morning Meeting

| can See Myself: Creating
Environments that Reflect Children’s
First Languages and Cultures
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Lesson 3/Reading
Storybooks with DLLs:

At the end of this lesson,
you will know what supports
to use to make story time
with DLLs a more inclusive
and robust experience.

Why does introducing the book in a
child’s first language matter?

How do repeated reads of the same
story support children’s
comprehension?

How does adding supports to START
reads such as visuals, intentional
connections across languages, and
props enhance comprehension and
facilitate participation of DLLs during
story reads?

Film & Reflect: Film yourself sharing a
story with your class (large or small
group). Focus the camera on a DLL or on
a few DLLs and observe their
participation. How do they respond to
your final why question? Next, plan to
add the supports outlined in this lesson.
Film the same children again. What do
you notice?

Explore: Go to the Cox Campus Resource
Library. Search for “visual set” and
explore the various Focus Word visual
sets available. Select a set to use with an
upcoming focus book or create your own
set using images from a source

like pexels.com. Ask bilingual staff,
family members or community volunteer
to support you and/or Google Translate
to look up focus vocabulary

(including pronunciations) in the first
language of your DLLs. Next, filter the
resources

by Strategy 2 START and Topic—> Story
Guide. Select a Story Guide and scroll
down to the Supports for DLLs section.
\What do you notice? Share your
reflections with a colleague, coach, or in
the Cox Campus community!

Reading Books with Dual Language
Learners

Multicultural & Multilingual Booklist
and Resources for Preschool/PreK

START VIP Poster
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Lesson 4/Extending
Language Learning in
Centers and Small Groups
Overview: Small group and
centers are perfect times for
powerful interactions that
propel DLLs’ learning. At the
end of this lesson, you will
be ready to support DLLs
effectively during these key
instructional moments.

How can small groups promote
deeper learning and support DLLs to
feel more comfortable and
confident?

How do DLLs benefit from
interactions with their peers during
small group and center time?

How can a strong introduction to
centers support DLLs?

How do small group activities in
DLLs’ first language support DLLs?
How can you use the acronym
SMALL to “think SMALL for big
outcomes”?

Plan & Practice: Download the Think
ISMALL for Big Outcomes document.
After reviewing the information and the
examples, complete the planning form
for your own small group. Engage in the
small group activity and reflect on how it
went. What did you observe about your
DLLs?

Practice: Consider the opportunity to
learn more about your DLLs during
observation during centers and/or small
groups. Select a DLL to observe and
complete the TALK Checklist for DLLs.
\What did you learn through your
observation?

Stages of Second Language Learning
and Supports

HABLA Poster

Bubble Map Template (fillable)
TALK Checklist for DLLs

Dual Language Development in
Action Observation Form and

Guidance

Think SMALL for Big Outcomes

Lesson 5/Moving Right
)Along: Transitions
Overview:

Transitions take up a great
part of our preschool day. In
this lesson, you will learn to
use multiple supports to
plan seamless and stress-
free transitions for DLLs.

How can you support the transition
from home to school for young dual
language learners?

How can effective transitions
contribute to relationship building
and lay a foundation for all
learning?

How can you plan intentionally

for supports for DLLs during
transitions?

Partner & Plan: Support the transition
from home to school by getting to know
the children in your classroom. Partner
with families by sharing the Family
Language Culture Survey. Ask them to fill
it out or ask the questions interview
style in person during a conference or
home visit or over a phone or video call.
Include a translator when needed. What
did you find out about the languages and
cultures represented in your classroom?
Use the information gathered to write
your own Classroom Language Plan.

IAct: Take pictures of the children in your
classroom during each part of your day.
Print the pictures and arrange them into

Transition Activity Songs
Transition Visuals for DLLs

Family Culture and Language Survey
Tutorial

Family Culture and Language Survey
(English version & Spanish version)

Classroom Language Plan
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a visual schedule. Post the visual
schedule in your classroom, add a
marker to move from one portion of the
day to the next, and use the tool
regularly throughout your day. How do
your children, especially your DLLs,
respond to this visual support?

Film & Reflect: Consider one transition
during your day that you find
challenging. Pick one or two DLLs and
film them during this transition. Next,
add one or more of the supports for
DLLs explored in this lesson. Film the
transition again as you use these
supports, focusing on the same DLL(s).
\What do you notice? How do the DLLs
respond? Share your reflections with a
colleague, coach, or in the Cox

Campus community!
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