
 

 
START Read Planning Template 

For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 
Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story:  
I love you so much, I love you so much! I can't even tell you how much I love you!  
You're special to me. You're special to me. I can't even tell you how much I love you!  
 
Story Title:  Mommy’s Khimar 
                                                                                     

Author: Jamilah Thompson-Bigelow 

Possible Inquiry Questions: What does it mean to be a family? Who is special to me? 
Possible themes: Family 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read:  
Notice how the little girl Is wearing a 
beautiful yellow cloth on her head 
which Is called a khimar. I noticed the 
women in this story wear khimars. 
Let’s read Mommy’s Khimar and find 
out why. 
 

Purpose of Read: 
Look at the smile on the little girl’s 
face. We can tell she really cherishes 
her mother’s khimar. I wonder why it 
is so special to her. Let’s read and find 
out. 

Purpose of Read: 
(Point to illustration on page 21-22) 
Notice how the children are smiling at 
the little girl who is wearing the 
khimar. They must admire her. I 
wonder why they admire her so 
much. Let’s think about that when we 
talk about this story. 

Main Idea: Even though families may be different from each other, we must love and appreciate one another. 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

1-2 Khimar, Mommy   
 

3-4 Khimars  Closet- a small room where we keep things 
Variety- many different kinds of one thing 

5-6 
Tassels, beads, sparkles, 
Mommy’s khimar, train 

 Favorite- like more than any others; like the most 
Train- a long piece of material attached to the back 
of a dress that drags along the ground. 

7-8 Khimar, braids  Braids/Plaits- woven pieces of hair 

9-10 Mommy’s khimar dive  

11-12 Baby brother, nest Spread, sleeps, shakes 
head, smiling 

Shield- to keep safe 

13-14 Cape, Daddy, brisky beard Fly, laughing, kiss, cheek  

15-16 
Mommy’s khimar Close my eyes, breathe 

in, smell 
Coconut oil- sweet smelling oil to put on skin and 
hair 
Cinnamon – sweet smelling spice 

17-18 Mom-Mom  Mosque-a place to pray; like a church 



 

19-20 Older women, Mommy Coo, smiles Arabic- a language spoken by many people who live 
or have lived in a different part of our world 

21-22 Teacher   

23-24 Mommy Remove Remove- to take off 

25-26 All the khimars stroke  

27-28  Close eyes, breathe 
deeply 

“inside my head”- what I am thinking about 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. variety-many different kinds of one thing (e.g., a variety of khimars; a variety of colors) 
2. faith-what each person believes in 
3. unique- different in a special way; one of a kind 
4. respect- to treat someone in a kind way 
5. admire- to like 



 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 
and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape 
these notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

1-2 

Wearing a khimar is 
what some women do 
because they believe 
it is important; it is 
part of their faith, or 
what each of them 
believes in. 

2 

Look at how the little girl is looking 
at her mom. She is looking at her in 
a way that make me think she 
really admires and respects her 
mommy.   

Choose a few pages of 
the book that include 
significant events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening 
here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 5-6 
Pg. 13-14 
Pg. 17-18 
Pg. 19-20 
Pg.  21-22 
Pg. 29-30 
Pg. 31-32 

3-4 

The little girl is looking 
at the variety of 
khimars her mother 
has. Notice the 
different, or the 
variety of, colors of 
khimars in the closet. 

3-4 

See how the little girl is looking at  
all of the beautiful khimars in her 
mother’s closet? She is noticing 
how all of them are so unique and 
points out all the colors, patterns, 
and designs on them. It makes me 
think she really admires them and 
likes each of them a lot. 

5-6 

The little girl is 
admiring her mother’s 
khimars. She really 
likes each one but the 
yellow one is her 
favorite. It is the one 
she likes more than 
any others. 

13-14 

The little girl looks like she feels 
proud when she wears her 
mother’s khimar. She must be 
thinking, “I feel so important when 
I wear my mother’s khimar.” I 
admire my mom and want to be 
like her. 
(Connect to previous events on pp. 
9-13) She feels like she shines like 
the sun and a star, she feels brave 
when she can keep her brother 
safe, and she feels powerful when 
she can be a superhero. 

9-10 

The girl is wearing her 
favorite khimar; the 
yellow one is the one 
she likes most of all. 
She is being so 
creative in the way 
she pretends to be the 
sun and a star. 

15-16 

I can see that the little girl 
cherishes the times when she 
wears her mother’s khimar. 
Wearing it gives her comfort and 
makes her feel safe. Also, it makes 
her feel close to her mother, even 
when her mother is away.  

11-12 

The girl pretends she 
is a mama bird so she 
can keep her baby 
brother safe.  

17-18 

The little girl and her grandmother 
look so happy to see each other. 
Even though Mom-Mom does not 
wear a khimar, I can tell she 
respects the little girl and her 
mother’s choice to wear one. She 



 

understands that wearing a khimar 
is part of their faith. 

13-14 

Wow! This little girl is 
so creative with her 
mother’s khimar. She 
pretends to be a 
variety of characters- 
a superhero, a mother 
bird, a shooting star 
and the sun. (Connect 
to events pp. 11,9) 

19-20 

The little girl must feel proud when 
she can wear a khimar like the 
other women at the Mosque. Look 
at the smiles on their faces of the 
women. They must feel proud to 
wear their khimars because it 
shows their faith. 

15-16 

The girl’s mother must 
be away from home. 
Notice how she is 
wearing her mom’s 
khimar while she is 
away from her 
mother. I’m thinking 
she does this so that 
she doesn’t miss her 
mother so much. It 
reminds her of her 
mom. 

21-22 

Notice how all the children look 
happy to see the little girl wearing 
her khimar. I can tell they admire 
her. Even though she is the only 
child in the class who is wearing a 
khimar, they respect her choice to 
wear one. I can tell they treat each 
other with kindness. 

17-18 

Mom-Mom must be 
this little girl’s 
grandmother. She 
must go to a church, 
and her grandchild 
and mom and dad go 
to a Mosque. Each 
person has their own 
way of expressing 
their faith, or what 
they believe.  

25-26 The little girl cherishes wearing her 
mother’s yellow khimar. It is so 
special to her she doesn’t want to 
part with it. This khimar gives her 
feeling of comfort. It makes her 
feel safe and peaceful. 

19-20 

Women wear a khimar 
when they go to 
Mosque to pray. It is 
what they believe in 
or part of their faith. 
Notice the woman 
speaks a different 
language. She is 
speaking in Arabic as 

27-28 

Look at the peacefull look on the 
little girl’s face when she goes to 
sleep. Even though her mother’s 
khimar is not with her, just thinking 
about it gives her comfort and 
peace. Her faith has helped the 
little girl feel safe and connected to 
her family.  



 

she says, “Assalamu 
alkaikum”. That is a 
way to greet someone 
or say, “Hello!” It 
means “Peace be with 
you”.  

21-22 

The Arabic teacher 
admires the little girl 
wearing her khimar. 
She tells her she looks 
beautiful. 
Notice how the little 
girl is dressed 
uniquely, or 
differently, since she 
is the only child in her 
Arabic class wearing a 
khimar that day. The 
children are dressed in 
a variety of clothing 
(pants, skirts, shorts). 
But all the children are 
there to learn how to 
speak in Arabic. 

29-30 

Even when the little girl sleeps, her 
mother’s khimar gives her good 

feelings. She dreams about feeling 
joy when she imagines herself to 
be a queen, a star, and a mother-

bird; feeling proud when she wears 
it to Mosque; and feeling 

connected to the women in her 
life. 

 

25-26 

Notice how the little 
girl is holding her 
mother’s khimar close 
to her before she 
hangs it up in the 
closet. 

31-32 
Yet, most of all she feels comfort 

of her mother when she wears the 
beautiful yellow khimar. 

 

27-28 

The little girl admires 
her mother’s khimar a 
lot. She even thinks 
about it when she 
sleeps. 

  

 

29-30 

She must be dreaming 
or thinking about all 
the things that 
happened that day 
(connect to 
illustrations and 
describe events on pp. 
9, 11, 14, 19) 

  

 



 

 

Ask Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did some of the 
women in this story choose 
to wear a khimar? 

Why did the little girl 
cherish her mother’s khimar 
so much? Why did she 
think it was so special? 

Why did the children in the 
little girl’s Arabic class 
admire her, even though 
they didn’t wear khimars? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
• Using proper grammar & syntax 
• Modeling rich vocabulary 
• Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea Even though families may be different from each other, we must love and appreciate one another. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
 
For Example:   
Math: Put out a variety of fabric with different patterns and explore/discuss the unique 
patterns you see. Try creating your own unique patterns!  
 
All Day: As you have conversations with children, encourage them by talking about how 
you have faith in them! “Miriam and Emma, I have faith in you to clean up the block 
area. You always do such a great job taking care of our classroom! Thank you.” 
 
Morning Meeting: Take turns talking as a class about the different things you admire 
about the friends in your class. What makes them unique? Focus on talking about things 
outside of physical features and model this for your children. For example: “I admire 
how you try new things like going down the tall slide!” Brainstorm things you admire 
about a few children each day until you’ve gotten to everyone throughout the week. 
 

31-32 

The little girl is not 
really swinging with 
her mommy now, she 
must be remembering 
when she did.  

  

 



 

Dramatic Play: Include pieces of fabric and encourage the children to imagine how they 
can use it, just like the little girl in the story used her mommy’s khimar to pretend to be 
a bird in a nest and a superhero!  
 

 
 

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners’ comprehension and engagement with the story are enhanced when you adapt 
your START reads to meet their language needs. Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with 
Dual Language Leaner,” and “START VIP Poster” resources, and by taking the Supporting Dual Language 
Learners Right from the Start and Connecting the Dots for Preschool Dual Language Learners 
Throughout the Day courses, all available on the Cox Campus.  
 
Add supports for dual language learners:  
 
● Read/introduce the book in the first language prior to first read – who will you enlist to do this? 
 
● Introduce the book in English to dual language learners in small group - when will you do this small 
group read? 
 
● Use visuals to introduce focus vocabulary - which visuals will you pair with the focus words? Find 
connected visuals in the Cox Campus resource library. 
 
● Learn a few focus words in the child’s first language - how do you say these focus words in the first 
language? Use human resources (other staff members, families, or volunteers) and tools like Google 
Translate to help you learn words and how to pronounce them. See Spanish below. 
 
1. variety/variedad (vah-rye-ee-dahd) 
2. faith/fe (fay) 
3. unique/único (EW-nee-ko) 
4. respect/respeto (ray-spet-o) 
5. admire/admirar (ad-meer-ar) 
 
● Use props to support your read – which props will you use? 




