
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Commotion in the Ocean Author: Giles Andreae 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
“There were five little fish swimming in the sea,  
Teasing Mr. Shark ‘You can’t catch me’.  
Along came Mr. Shark, as quiet as can be…  
SNAP! Four little fish swimming in the sea”….. 
(continue with 4, 3, 2 and 1) 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

This book is called Commotion in the Ocean! I see a shark, 
whale, octopus, and some little fish. What a variety, or lots of 
different kinds, of animals! Let’s read and find out more 
about these animals. 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 
happens next.”  

Adaptations for DLL:   
1. Read the book in the child’s first language first 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 
props. 3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 
 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1, 2 
Dolphin, Jellyfish, Shark, 

Turtle, Wrecks, Rocks 
Swimming 

Curious- you want to 
know about 
something 

Commotion- a lot is 
happening  

This is a picture of what is going on 
underwater the ocean. Here is a piece 
of a boat that sank down to the bottom 
of the ocean, and I see all kinds of 
animals! Let’s find out about the 
variety – different kinds of creations, 
that live in the ocean.  

4 Turtle Crawl 
Hatch- come out of 

the shell 
I am thinking this is the mama turtle 
and here are all the baby turtles that 

Guiding questions to consider: 

• What will you do to tune in and engage the 
child/children with this book? 
 

• What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

hatched out of the eggs. Now they are 
going to the ocean to swim! There is a 
lot happening in the ocean – a lot of 
commotion! 

5,6 Dolphins Click, Whistle, Squeak  
Dolphins make a variety, lots of 
different kinds, of noises to tell each 
other things, to talk. 

7 Angelfish  
Gorgeous – very 

pretty 
 

8 Jellyfish Jiggle   

9,10  Shark, Jaws 
Open wide, Come 

closer (beckon with 
index finger) 

 

 The shark wants those starfish to look 
inside his mouth so he can eat them! 
Yikes! That’s a lot of commotion, a lot 
going on! 

11, 12 
 Swordfish, Octopus, 

Arms, Children 
Tickle  

The octopus’s arms are called tentacles. 
This must be a mommy or daddy 
octopus tickling the babies on their 
tummies. What a lot of commotion, a 
lot happening!  

13 Stingray, Tail Flaps  

Look at this poor little fish that got 
stung by the stingray’s tail. It looks like 
that hurts! Ouch! The fish should avoid, 
keep away, from the stingray!  

15,16 
Pointy teeth, Bulging 

eyes, Fins, Whiskers on 
chins 

Miles below, Bulging 
eyes 

 

Look at these variety, different kinds, 
of creatures. They live way down deep 
in the ocean water where it is dark all 
the time. 

18 Barnacles Cling 
Glamorous – fancy or 

special 

The barnacles are clinging on to the 
blue whale - that means they are 
sticking to him. They will go wherever 
he goes! 

21 
Penguins, Icebergs, 

Feet, Water 
Waddle, Slide, Leap  

It looks like the penguins are having a 
lot of fun leaping into the ocean from 
off the iceberg. 

22 
Mommy Polar Bear, 

Children 
Snuggles 

Arctic- a really cold 
place 

(Note: Penguins live in Antarctica. Polar 
bears live in the Arctic. It’s confusing to 
have them on the same page! So if 
children ask if the bears eat the 
penguins you can say they don’t really 
live near each other. They live in two 
different cold places.) 

23,24 Dolphin, Lobster, Shark Lick lips, Eat, Swim Dangerous - not safe 

I see a jellyfish, an octopus, a dolphin, a 
swordfish, and 2 angelfish. There are a 
lot of different animals, a variety, that 
live in the ocean! 
 



 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about so many animals that live in the 
ocean. Let’s look back and see them all!” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book could be “Why should the fish 
avoid, or keep away from, the stingray?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Suggested Pages 
for Summarizing 

 
Pg. 5, 6 
Pg. 9, 10 
Pg. 13 
Pg. 17 
Pg.  24 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
1. Variety – a lot of 

different kinds 
2. Commotion – many 

things happening at 
one time 

3. Avoid – to keep away 
from 

 

Adaptations for Rhythm and Rhyme Reads 

When you are reading the book for a rhyme read, introduce it by saying the following: 
“We have already read Commotion in the Ocean, but today we are going to read it again and listen for the words 
that rhyme or sound the same.”  
Suggested pages/rhyming words for promoting language:  
Pg. 1 – Commotion/Ocean; Look/Book 
Pg. 3 – Why/Spy 
Pgs. 5, 6 – Speak/Squeak 
Pgs. 9, 10 – Wide/Inside 
Pgs. 15, 16 – Size/Eyes 
Pg. 24 – Do/You; Far/Are 
 
The summary of a rhyme read will be as follows: 
“We just read Commotion in the Ocean and listened to all of the words that rhyme! Let’s look back at some of the 
words, that sound the same in our story.”  
Suggested pages for summarizing rhyme: Pgs. 1, 3, 5/6, 9/10, 15/16, 24 
 
When you are reading the book for a rhythm read, introduce it by saying the following: 
“You are familiar with this book today because we have read it before. But today when we read it, we are going to 
listen for the rhythm - it sounds like a song! You can move your body or clap your hands as we read." 
 
The summary of a rhythm read will be as follows: 
“We just read Commotion in the Ocean like a song! We were listening to the rhythm of the story! Wasn’t that 
fun?” 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 



 

• First read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book 
with children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff? 
____________________________ 

• What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across languages? 
Below you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like Google 
Translate to help learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom: 
     1.Variety - Variedad (vah-rye-ee-dad) 
     2.Commotion - Conmoción (con-mo-see-own) 
     3.Avoid - Evitar (eh-vee-tar) 

• What props or materials will you use? _____________________________________________ 
• Additional supports for this book:   

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 


