
Centering families, their cultures, 
stories, and languages in our classroom

Listen to “Oh What a Wonderful World” by 
Louis Armstrong.  Create your own version to 
sing as a family as you notice the wonderful 
world around you. Think and talk about people 
in the school or community or our families that 
help us. Think about ways you could spread 
happiness and thank them for being a part of 
making the world wonderful. Share your new 
songs and ideas with the class.

Create instruments out of recycled materials 
(kleenex boxes, paper towel tubes,
bottles, oatmeal canisters, beans, noodles, 
wooden spoons, etc.) Share photos and 
videos of your family making music with your 
new instruments. 

Share Connections in the Classroom
Connect Together

Encourage your child to interview a family member 
or family friend who creates music, sings, or plays 
an instrument. What inspired them to make music 
or play that instrument? How has music changed 
their lives and how does it make them feel?  Help 
your child record audio or 
video of their person 
making music or 
singing a verse 
from a song that 
inspires them. 
Bring in the 
recording and 
share with the 
class what you 
have learned 
about your 
family members 
or friends!

What instruments and music are important to your 
family and culture? Share them with our class! You 
can come in and play the instrument or send a 
video or link to a favorite song.

Family-teacher partnerships help both teachers and families learn and grow so that together they can 
help foster children’s healthy development.  The activities below are ideas to engage with families in 
your class and share your cultures, stories, and language.
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Connection to Themes: 
Music, Family, Community

Why do we make music? 
How can music help us to feel joy, to 
be connected, to encourage and inspire 
ourselves and others? How can we use 
music to change the world?

Sing songs to and with your children. What 
songs are you singing? Share a few of those 
songs with the class. We will make a playlist 
for the classroom to play throughout the day 
and talk about how music can help us feel 
and be together with people we love and 
who love us!

How can I use my ideas and creativity, my heart, my 
voice, and all of me to make the world kinder, more 
connected, more beautiful, more joyful, and more just? 


