
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Shelter/refugio (rreh-foo-hyoh) (noun): a safe place/un lugar seguro

Shelter/refugiar (rreh-foo-hyahr) (verb): to stay safe or help someone else be safe/proteger a alguien de algún peligro

Gratitude/gratitud (grah-tee-tood): feeling thankful/sentirse agradecidos 

Generous/generoso(a) (heh-neh-roh-soh): to share and be kind/compartir y ser bondadosos con otros 

Welcome/dar la bienvenida (dahr lah byehm-beh-nee-dah): to make someone feel you are glad they are with you/hacer que alguien sienta que tu te  alegras de que 
él o ella está contigo

Prepared/preparado(a) (preh-pah-rah-doh): ready/listo 

Main Idea: We can help others feel safe and welcomed when we show kindness and generosity.

Inquiry Questions:  What do we celebrate and why? Are there things we all are grateful for? 
What can we learn from each other’s celebrations that help us grow?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Families benefit from having a plan in case of emergencies (evacuation for fire, sheltering from storms, preparation for electrical outages, plans for what to do 
if children and adults are separated in a crowd). Send a note home to families to see what preparedness plans and recommendations they have that they might 
share with other families in the community. What items are in their Family Essential Emergency Packet?
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Art: 

Together, create an 
interpretation of a storm and 

prompt children to discuss 
what a person may need to 

prepare to be safe.

Environmental Changes:

As a class work together to plan, 
prepare, and create an inviting and 
welcoming “shelter” in the reading 

area. 

Invite children to get cozy while 
they read a book.

Morning Meeting:

We all can be generous 
and welcoming! Discuss and 
take action- How do we help 
others we don’t yet know? As 
the weather changes how can 

we create shelters to help 
others? (Birdhouses, 

etc) 

Social Emotional:

Use an Emotion Board or 
Language Experience t-chart 
to invite everyone to share 

something they are afraid of and 
something that makes them 

feel safe.

Emergent Writing/Art: 

Exchange gratitude cards! 
Children can draw/write about 
a peer who has been showing 

kindness or being generous and 
welcoming.

Block Area:

Use materials to build 
shelters and discuss 
ways to keep/stay 

safe.

Family Connection:

Families benefit from having a 
plan in case of emergencies (evacuation 

for fire, sheltering from storms, preparation 
for electrical outages, plans for what to do if 
children and adults are separated in a crowd). 

Send a note home to families to see what 
preparedness plans and recommendations 
they have that they might share with other 

families in the community. What items 
are in their Family Essential 

Emergency Packet?

Shelter
by Celine Claire

Science Center:

Explore nonfiction 
books to  learn about 

different shelters 
animals make.


