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TIPS PLANNING FORM FOR INFANTS AND TODDLERS 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

 
Book Title: Things that Go   Author: DK 

 

T: Tune In 

 Engage the child/children in a playful and loving interaction   

 Capture the child’s/children’s interest in the book you have chosen 

What will you do to tune in and engage the child/children with this book?  

Sing a song about transportation. Here is one example, it’s called “Hurry, Hurry, Drive the Firetruck”.  
 
Hurry, hurry, drive the fire truck 
Hurry, hurry, drive the fire truck 
Ding, ding, ding, ding, ding! 

Other verses: Turn the corner, Climb the ladder, Squirt the water, Back to the station!  

I: Introduce the Book 

• Draw the child/children’s attention to the illustration on the book’s cover.  

• Name the title of the book, briefly tell what it is about, and set the purpose for reading:  “The name 
of this book is __________________” (It looks like… See this …This book is about …).    

             “Let’s read the book and find out (state purpose).   
What will you say to introduce this book? The name of this book is Things that Go! Look at this firetruck on 
the cover, it is a vehicle that drives on roads! I wonder what other vehicles we will learn about in this book. 
Let’s read and find out!  
P: Promote Language 

Engage in Responsive Interactions throughout the read: 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 

• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”.  

• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story.  “Let’s turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 
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 P.A.T. the Vocabulary: 
Which words will you select to  

Point, Act, Tell? 

Talk around the 
Book: 

Use Think Alouds  
What comments will 
you make to explain 

character’s actions and 
feelings, and connect 

events? 

Page # Point Act Tell Your Think Aloud 
Comment  

1, 2 Bicycle, Truck, 

Taxi, Car 

Vroom! 

Vroom! 

(choose 2 of the 

following to 

emphasize with 

your older 

toddlers) 

Highway: A big 

road 

Vehicles: Things 

that move 

Overpass: A road 

that goes over 

another road  

On-Ramp: To get 

from one road to 

another 

Lane: A tiny part 

of a big road!  

The highway is a 

very busy road! I 

see so many 

vehicles driving 

down the 

highway!  

3, 4  Ambulance 

Police motorcycle  

Police car 

How (Put 

hands up and 

shrug 

Rescue: Save These are all 

community 

helpers!  All of 
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Fire truck  

Hose 

Ladder 

shoulders 

when asking a 

question)  

 

Climbing 

these vehicles 

carry men and 

women who 

assist, or help, 

us. I see the 

firemen working 

hard to squirt 

the water from 

the hose and put 

out the fire!  

5, 6 Hot- air balloons 

Helicopter 

Space shuttle  

Airplane  

Engine 

Control tower 

Wing 

Tail 

Fasten your 

seat belts! 

 

Where? (Shrug 

shoulders) 

Fasten: Put on 

Control Tower: 

Tells the plane 

where to land 

Wow! All of 

these vehicles fly 

high in the sky! 

This airplane 

takes off from 

an airport, a 

place where 

there are many 

planes.  

7, 8 Trolley 

Monorail 

Steam engine 

Train 

Windshield wipers 

Lights 

Stops (hold up 

hand to signal 

stop) 

 This train is like 

MARTA! MARTA 

is a train in 

Atlanta! Trains 

can transport, or 

move, lots of 
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Platform  people at once. 

They are so big! 

9, 10 Speedboat 

Cruise ship 

Sailboats 

Tugboat 

Port 

Cranes 

Cargo ship 

Containers 

 Cargo: Heavy 

load 

Cranes: Lift up 

the cargo 

Sometimes we 

use cargo ships 

to transport, to 

move, our food 

and clothes from 

one city to 

another city! 

The cargo ships 

can go across 

the ocean as 

they transport 

our things! 

S: Summarize the Book 
 Restate the purpose of the read “We just read about _________________________________.” 

“Let’s look back at (show previous illustrations and pair with target vocabulary)”   
“We just read about a lot of vehicles! Let’s look back at a few pictures to remember some of the 
vehicles that we read about!”  
 

 Encourage children to point to pictures that show meaning of key words or, if they are talking, to use 

key vocabulary to name pictures. 

 

 Ask simple questions about events, characters’ actions or feelings: What questions will you ask children about the 

events and characters in this book? 

Which vehicles can transport community helpers? 

Which vehicles can transport a lot of people at one time? 

Which vehicles move through the air? 

Which vehicles move in the water? 

 For older toddlers: what open-ended questions can you ask to promote critical thinking?  
Tell me about some of the vehicles that move in the water.  
Tell me about a vehicle that you want to ride in.  
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 For older toddlers: what other Tier 2 words (outside the book) can you introduce and reinforce?  
Vehicles 
Transport 
Community Helpers 
Assist 
     

 Respond to the child’s answers by promoting language:  

o Acknowledge answer or give  the answer for infants and young toddlers 
o Provide supports as the child responds 
o Model vocabulary and well-formed sentences 

 

Note: Keep in mind it’s most important to model turn-taking in conversation and to model the vocabulary and 

language you want the child to use eventually.  It is not so important to ask the child to recall specific details.   

How will you support children’s language in their answers?  

o Build upon child’s response by using new Tier 1 and Tier 2 words 
o Scaffold questions (Either/Or, Fill in the Blank questions) 
o Recast child’s response  

 

 

Extend the Book   
 Implement extension activities during other times of the day (e.g., indoor or outdoor play, center time, 

small group) and explain how they connect to the book you read.  

What will you plan to extend the book to other times of the day to reinforce the vocabulary of the book?  

Activity Materials Needed  Focus Vocabulary  
Use blocks to build roads and train 
tracks around your classroom! 

Blocks 
 

Vehicles 
Street signs 
Transport (transportation) 
Fuel/Gasoline 
Community Helpers 

Add a variety of boats (speedboats, 
sailboats, tugboats) to your water table 

Toy boats 
Water table (or small tubs of water) 
 

Vehicle 
Transport 
 

Add assortment of toy vehicles (trains, 
planes, and boats)  and community 
helpers to your classroom environment 

Toy vehicles and community helpers 
 

Transport 
Community helper 
Assist 
Vehicle 
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Find the Perfect Pair   
What informational/storybook might go well with this book, to support children’s knowledge and 
understanding? 
 
Don’t let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo Willems 
The Little Fire Engine by Lois Lenski 
I Wish I Were a Pilot by Stella Blackstone 
Curious George Builds a Home by H. Rey 

Adaptations for DLLs  
What adaptations will you make to increase the understanding and participation of the dual language 
learners in your classroom?  

 What languages are represented in your classroom? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Is this book available in these languages? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Does the book avoid cultural stereotypes? ___________________________________________________ 

 If you don’t speak the home language(s), who can read the book with DLLs in their home language(s)? A 
family member? A community volunteer? Another teacher?  ____________________________________ 

 What other language/cultural resources are available to you?___________________________________ 

 Identify a few target words, including some Tier 1 words, and phrases in the book to learn in the home 
language: 

 Do you need any props or materials? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 How do you plan to support the conversation with dual language learners? What will you need to keep in 
mind? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 What other books on this topic can you read that reflect the cultures and languages of the children you 
teach? 
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Vocabulary in English Words in Child(ren)’s home language(s) 

Vehicles  Home Language 1 Home Language 2 

Cars   

Boats   

Trains   
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