
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: Five little kittens standing in a row. (Extend left 
fingers upward, palm out) They nod their heads to the children so. (Bend fingers forward.) They run to the left, they run to the right. 
(Wiggle fingers to left and then to the right.) They stand up and stretch in the bright moonlight. (Stretch fingers slowly) 

Story Title: Kitten’s First Full Moon              Author: Kevin Henkes 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This little kitten is 
licking her paw. She might be hungry. I 
wonder how she will get something to 
eat. Let’s read and find out.  
 

Purpose of Read: Kitten thinks that the 
full moon she sees is a bowl of milk. 
She tries to get to it, but it is 
impossible. Kitten couldn’t get what 
she wanted even though she kept 
trying. I wonder how she felt. Let’s 
read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I want you to help 
tell it. Kitten kept trying to get the 
bowl of milk even though bad things 
kept happening to her. I wonder why 
she wouldn’t give up. Let’s read and 
find out.  

Main Idea: We may face many challenges to get what we want. 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Full moon, sky  
Full moon - when the moon is round and is a whole 
circle 

Pg. 3 Neck 
Closed eyes, stretched, 

licked 
 

Pg. 4 Bug on tongue   

Pg. 6 Bowl of milk   

Pg. 7 Top step Wiggled, sprang Sprang- jumped 

Pg. 8  
Tumbled, bumping, 
banging, pinching 

Tumbled- fell and rolled over 

Pg. 10 Bowl of milk   

Pg. 12 
Sidewalk, garden, field, 

pond 
  

Pg. 18 
Reflection of the moon, 

edge, pond 
  

Pg. 20  Leaped Pond-a small lake 

Pg. 29   Lucky-when good things happen to you 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 

1. Determined- having a strong feeling that you are going to do something no matter what 
2. Persistent- continuing to do something even if it is not easy 
3. Reflection- a picture of something that you see on a shiny surface like a mirror or water 
4. Frustrated- upset when you keep trying and things don’t happen the way you want them to 
5. Similar- alike in some ways 

 



 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 

and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these 

notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 1 

Kitten doesn’t know what the moon 
is. She thinks it looks like a bowl of 
milk because that’s what she knows 
about. I’m thinking that kitten wants 
the bowl of milk because kittens like 
to drink milk and someone has been 

feeding her bowls of milk. 

Pg. 1 

Kitten is probably thinking, “Yummy! I 
love drinking milk and that looks like a 

very big bowl of milk! I want it. I need to 
figure out how to find it.” 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include 
significant events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  

 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 1 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 11 
Pg. 16 
Pg. 17 
Pg. 21 
Pg. 23 
Pg. 26 
Pg. 27 

Pg. 4 

Kitten thinks that if she sticks out her 
tongue, she will be able to drink from 
the bowl of milk. It’s not really a bowl 

of milk; it’s the moon! It does look 
similar to a bowl of milk. Maybe kitten 
was just born and has never seen a full 

moon before.  

Pg. 4  

She must have thought, “Yucky! I wanted 
some milk, not a bug.” I bet she was 

frustrated by that! 
 
 
 

Pg. 11 

I notice that no matter how far 
Kitten chases the moon, she doesn’t 
get any closer. She is so persistent! 

She thinks the moon is a bowl of 
milk, and she really wants some. She 

must be frustrated, but she keeps 
trying. 

Pg. 11 
Kitten is determined to get that milk. She 

really wants it and she is not giving up! 

 

Pg. 16 

Look at Kitten! She climbed all the 
way to the top of the tree and she 

still can’t reach the moon. I wonder if 
she will give up. I’m thinking she’s 

very determined to get that bowl of 
milk! 

Pg. 16 

Look at her face. She must feel so tired 
and hungry. Even though it is difficult to 
get the milk, I think kitten is so persistent 

that she will get it! 

Pg. 17 

Kitten thinks she sees an even bigger 
bowl of milk, but it is just a reflection 

of the moon in the shiny water of 
the pond. 

Pg. 17 

She thinks there is another bowl of milk 
and it’s even bigger. She doesn’t know it’s 

just the reflection of the moon in the 
water. She must be thinking “Oh, boy! 

Look at this big bowl of milk. I know I can 
reach it this time.” 

Pg. 23 

After Kitten jumped in the pond and 
still couldn’t get the bowl of milk, she 

decided to give up and go home. 
Poor Kitten was so determined to 
get that bowl of milk, but it was 
impossible for her to reach the 

moon. It’s too far away. Think of all 
the bad things that happened to her 

(flip back to events in book). No 
wonder she gave up! 

Pg. 21 
 

Poor Kitten. She worked so hard to get 
that bowl of milk, which was really the 

moon. She must feel frustrated that she 
cannot reach that bowl of milk. She never 

got the milk she wanted, so she’s 
probably hungry. 

Pg. 26 

When Kitten got back home, there 
was a real bowl of milk on the porch 
for her. I wonder how it got there. I 
bet her owner put it out for her. She 
could reach it without any problem. 
It is round and white like the moon! 

Pg. 27 

She must feel so relieved to get back 
home and finally get some milk. I can see 
how she thought the moon was a bowl of 
milk because they look similar. She’s so 
young that she’s never seen a moon like 

that before! 



 

 

 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

How did kitten end up finding 
something to eat?  
 
 
 

How did kitten feel when she 
was trying to get the bowl of 
milk in the sky?  

Why did Kitten keep trying to 
get the bowl of milk that she saw 
in the sky even 
though bad things kept 
happening to her? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
 Using proper grammar & syntax 
 Modeling rich vocabulary 
 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea We may face many challenges to get what we want. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   
Outdoor Play: Hide a paper cutout of a full moon. As a class or in a small group, search 
for the hidden moon! Be persistent and don’t give up until you find it! 
Science: Add mirrors to the science area and tape up examples of reflections (in water, 
in mirrors).  Encourage children to explore their own reflection, the reflections of their 
friends, and the reflections of objects in the science area. They can record what they 
observe by drawing a picture. 

 

Supports 

for Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  
 

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  
 

 Props: 



 

 

 
 
 

 


