
LITERACY AND 

JUSTICE FOR ALL 
Curriculum for Infants and Young Toddlers 

 

 

Equality    ·    Choice   ·     Voice    ·    Dialogue    ·    Reflection    ·    Reciprocity    ·    Praxis 

 

 



 

 

Infant/Young Toddler Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: All about Me 

                            

                                                                                         

AUGUST INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 

WHO AM I? WHY DO I MATTER? 
  

Supports for Dual Language Learners

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language (reads should ideally be one on one or with two to three children). Consider how 
bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures 
in their first language. 

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is to make 
connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language. 
•Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Babies/bebés (beh-beh), Move/mover (moh-behr)

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.
•Invite children to do the actions of the Act words with you to promote engagement and comprehension.

•Use props to support understanding as you read.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song! 

After Read Alouds

Use child 
directed speech, 

touch, and a 
joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 
experiences 

while reading.

Model book 
handling skills 

without 
interrupting the 

flow of the story. 
“Let’s turn the 
page and see 
what happens 

next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or 

use key 
vocabulary to 

name pictures.

Summarize after 
reading the story 
by returning to 
important ideas 

in the book, 
asking questions, 

and modeling 
answers.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!



 

 

 
Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + 

Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for 
infant/young toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and 
loving interactions and capture the child’s/ children’s 
interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory 
statement. 

 

 
 

Everywhere 
Babies 

by Susan Meyers 

Babies/bebés (beh-beh) 
Friends/amigos(as) (ah-mee-
gohs) 
Fingers/dedos (deh-dohs) 
Ears/orejas (oh-reh-hahs) 
Nose/nariz (nah-rees) 
Head/cabeza (kah-beh-sah) 
Toes/dedos de los pies (deh-
dohs deh lohs pyehs) 
 

Sing the song Mi carita redondita 
Mi carita redondita, (My round face) 
tiene ojos y nariz, (has eyes and a nose) 
y tambien una boquita (and also a mouth) 
para cantar y reir. (to sing and laugh) 
Con mis ojos veo todo (With my eyes I see 
everything) 
con mi nariz hago atchis! (with my nose I go achoo) 
con la boca como ricas palomitas de maiz (with my 
mouth I eat delicious popcorn) 
 
Sing the song Babies Everywhere are Loved  
Babies everywhere are loved,  
they are loved.  
Babies everywhere are loved,  
they are loved.  
I love you – oh yes, I do!  
Babies everywhere are loved,  
they are loved!  
(to the tune of Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes) 

Point to the cover: 
 I see many babies 
everywhere, one is 
walking, one is sitting 
down. They all look 
different but they do 
some of the same 
things. Let’s read the 
book and see what else 
babies can do. 

We read Everywhere Babies-- 
the babies look different and 
can do many things! Let’s look 
back and see what they did! 
They can walk, they can crawl, 
they can clap. Babies have 
friends like you and me! 

 

 
 

Hey Baby 
by Andrea Pippins 

 

Dance/bailar (bay-lahr) 
Shake/sacudir (sah-koo-deer) 
Move/mover (moh-behr) 
Sleepy/con sueño (kohn sweh-
nyoh) 
Wake up/despertarse (dehs-
pehr-tahr-seh) 

Sing the song Buenos dias amiguitos como estan 
Buenos días amiguitos ¿cómo están? ¡Muy bien! 
Este es un saludo de amistad ¡Qué bien! 
Haremos lo posible por hacernos más amigos 
Buenos días amiguitos ¿cómo están? ¡Muy bien! 
 
Chant- 
Hey, baby! Hey! (wave) 
Dance, baby, dance! (dance) 
Move, baby, move! (wiggle) 
Sleep, baby! Sleep! (pretend to sleep!) 
Wake up, baby! (pretend to wake up!) 
I love you! (hug baby) 

This book is called Hey, 
Baby! I see a baby is 
smiling like you and 
me. Let's read the book 
and see why the baby is 
smiling. 

We just read about why the 
baby was smiling! He is smiling 
because he can do many things 
like dance, shake and move his 
hands! Let’s look back and see 
all the things he does during the 
day! 

  



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + 
Spanish 
Focus on tier 1 words for 
infant/young toddlers. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in a playful and 
loving interactions and capture the child’s/ children’s 
interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing Statement  
Make sure summarizing statement 
connects to the introductory 
statement. 

 

 
 

How Does Baby 
Feel? 

by Karen Katz 
 

Feelings/sentimientos (sehn-tee-
myehn-tohs) 
Feel/sentir (sehn-teer) 
Hungry/hambriento(a) (ahm-
bryehn-toh) 
Happy/feliz (feh-lees) 
Sad/triste (trees-teh)  
Loved/amado(a) (ah-mah-doh) 
Sleepy/con sueño (kohn sweh-
nyoh) 
 

Sing the song: “PINPON ES UN MUÑECO” and show 
babies how to hug a friend.  
Pin Pon es un muñeco muy guapo de cartón, 
Se lava su carita con agua y con jabón. 
Se desenreda el pelo con peine de marfil, 
y aunque se da estirones no llora ni hace así. 
Cuando le dan la sopa no ensucia el delantal 
Pues come con cuidado parece un colegial 
Apenas las estrellas comienzan a salir 
Pin Pon se va a la cama y se acuesta a dormir 
Pin Pon dame la mano con un fuerte apretón, 
Pues quiero ser tu amigo, Pin Pon, Pin Pon, Pin Pon 
 
Or  
 
Smile at them and when they smile back say, “I'm so 
happy to be there with you! Can you see my happy 
face?” 

I see in the book a baby 
that is smiling. She is 
feeling happy.  How do 
you feel today? I feel 
happy (smiling). Babies 
can feel in different 
ways. Let's read and 
see. 

We learned that we could feel in 
different ways. For example, 
when my mom tickles us, we 
feel happy; when a friend hits 
me, I feel sad, and I can feel 
grumpy when I’m super hungry. 

 

 
Making Faces  

by Abrams Appleseed 
 

Feelings/sentimientos (sehn-tee-
myehn-tohs) 
Happy/feliz (feh-lees) 
Sad/triste (trees-teh) 
Angry/enojado (eh-noh-hah-doh) 
Surprised/sorprendido (sohr-
prehn-dee-doh) 

Sing the song Mi carita redondita 
Mi carita redondita, (My round face) 
tiene ojos y nariz, (has eyes and a nose) 
y tambien una boquita (and also a mouth) 
para cantar y reir. (to sing and laugh) 
Con mis ojos veo todo (With my eyes I see 
everything) 
con mi nariz hago atchis! (with my nose I go achoo) 
con la boca como ricas palomitas de maiz (with my 
mouth I eat delicious popcorn) 
 
Use your most expressive facial expressions and 
notice and describe the fun and funny ways the 
infants and young toddlers make faces back at you! 

This book is called 
Making Faces. I see 
babies making different 
faces here on the book. 
Let's read and see what 
faces we will find in this 
book! 

We learned that we could make 
many faces. Our faces help us to 
show our feelings. Show me 
your face when you feel sad and 
happy and now silly.  

 



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Everywhere Babies
Babies/bebés (beh-beh)
Friends/amigos(as) (ah-mee-gohs)
Fingers/dedos (deh-dohs)
Ears/orejas (oh-reh-hahs)
Nose/nariz (nah-rees)
Head/cabeza (kah-beh-sah)
Toes/dedos de los pies (deh-dohs deh lohs pyehs)

Hey Baby!
Dance/bailar (bay-lahr)
Shake/sacudir (sah-koo-deer)
Move/mover (moh-behr)
Sleepy/con sueño (kohn sweh-nyoh)
Wake up/despertarse (dehs-pehr-tahr-seh)

Inquiry Questions:  Who am I? Why do I matter?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Invite families to discuss, complete, and send in to school the Family Language and Culture Survey on Cox Campus, so that we can all learn more about the 
families in the classroom and how our families are the same and different. This is important for our efforts to create a culturally preserving and honoring classroom 
for each child and family.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language: 

•	 Spanish cognates from Everywhere Babies: Babies/bebés (beh-beh) 
•	 Spanish cognates from Hey Baby!: Move/mover (moh-behr)



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Outdoor 
Activities: 

Tell children a story where 
children will need to mimic/copy  
what the teacher is doing, like “I 

woke up in the morning...”. (Children 
will make the same noise and 

movement.)

Music 
and Movement: 

Sing and tap to the song 
“Head, Shoulders, Knees, 

and Toes.”

Music 
and Movement:

Sing: Las Manitos (Spanish version):
Las manitos, las manitos,
Aquí están, aquí están,

Ellas se saludan, ellas se saludan,
Y se van, y se van.

Sing: The Little Hands (English version):
The little hands, the little hands,

Here they are, here they are,
They wave to each other, they wave to each other,

Then they leave, then they leave.

Hand motions: Show both hands to the child 
and move them up and around, wave, then 

at the end hide them out of view (i.e. 
behind the back).

Family 
Connection:

Invite families to share a list 
of their favorite things about their 

wonderful and unique baby! What are 
some of the things that make this wonderful 

child so unique and special? If possible, 
teachers can then create a picture with a poster 
board frame including those words or phrases 
and laminating it for the families would be a 

sweet gesture celebrating the wonderful 
child they are sharing with you and 

the classroom family!

Art:

Provide children 
finger paint and let them 

play with the paint and explore 
their hands. Then encourage 

children to paint and decorate 
paper.

Everywhere 
Babies 

by Susan Meyers
&

Hey Baby! 
by Andrea Pippins



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

How Does Baby Feel?
Feelings/sentimientos (sehn-tee-myehn-tohs)
Feel/sentir (sehn-teer)
Hungry/hambriento(a) (ahm-bryehn-toh)
Happy/feliz (feh-lees)
Sad/triste (trees-teh) 
Loved/amado(a) (ah-mah-doh)
Sleepy/con sueño (kohn sweh-nyoh)

Making Faces
Feelings/sentimientos (sehn-tee-myehn-tohs)
Happy/feliz (feh-lees)
Sad/triste (trees-teh)
Angry/enojado (eh-noh-hah-doh)
Surprised/sorprendido (sohr-prehn-dee-doh)

Inquiry Questions:  Who am I? Why do I matter?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families:
Invite families to discuss, complete, and send in to school the Family Language and Culture Survey on Cox Campus, so that we can all learn more about the 
families in the classroom and how our families are the same and different. This is important for our efforts to create a culturally preserving and honoring classroom 
for each child and family.

Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day:
•	 Invite bilingual staff, volunteers, or family members who share the same language as your dual language learners to read the book to children in their first 

language
•	 Choose one (or more!) of the extension activities to do in the first language 
•	 Use words in first language throughout the day—Spanish translations and pronunciations for all of the focus words for each book are on the scaffold and 

bubble map. 
•		 Copy down the pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple 

languages throughout the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.
•	 Make connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language.



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Infant/Young Toddler

Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Morning 
Meeting/Emotions 

Books: 

Create a book with the children’s 
pictures where we can see their 

faces expressing different feelings. 
Then read the book with them 

during the morning.

The 
Mirror Activity: 

Invite children to explore 
their feelings and the faces 

that they make that show those 
feelings through looking at the 

mirror.

Sensory 
Exploration: 

Put several objects from the 
classroom that have different 

textures and shapes in the sensory 
bag. Invite children to pick an object 

out of the sensory bag. Then, use your 
words (or they can use some of theirs) 

to describe the sensation they feel 
when they hold the object (it is 
squishy, soft, hard, heavy, etc.).

Music 
and Movement:

Sing and move to the 
song “If you are happy 

and you know it...”

Family 
Connection:

Invite families to send in pictures 
of their child making different faces 

and expressing different feelings. It would 
be so fun to create a book that they could 
have and read at home with the pictures of 
their child and their expressions, writing, for 

example:

(Child’s name) feels happy/sad/excited/sleepy 
under each picture. Then with a picture of 

them with their families, “(Child’s name) 
feels loved!” Send home the book for 

families to read, talk, and connect 
around the book and their 

feelings! 

Art:

Use a piece of paper 
with a circle on it. Invite 

each child to complete the parts 
of the face using a variety of art 

materials. Encourage them to have 
conversations about their feelings 
and how they can be seen on our 

faces!

How Does Baby Feel? 
by Karen Katz

&
Making Faces  

by Abrams Appleseed


