
Receptive and Expressive Comparison Charts

Receptive and Expressive Language vs. Vocabulary
RECEPTIVE EXPRESSIVE

LANGUAGE
Understanding

The ability to understand 
what someone else is 
communicating to you 
through a variety of means
including sounds, words, 
gesturesand symbols

Communicating

The ability to communicate 
your needs, wants, feelings 
and thoughts through a 
variety of means, to others 
including yourself

VOCABULARY
Recognizing

The ability to understand the
words you hear and/or read

Producing

The ability to use words to 
speak and/or write

Receptive and Expressive Vocabulary
RECEPTIVE EXPRESSIVE

ORAL
Listening

Words we understand when 
we hear them

Speaking

Words we use when we 
speak

PRINT
Reading

Words we understand when
we read them

Writing

 Words we use when we 
write




