
 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

1  bumped Comfortably- feels good 

2   Perked right up- he really started paying attention 
and listening 

4 Lisa sleeping, Corduroy 
awake   

5  crept Crept- walked slowly and quietly 

7 Buttons that look like a 
game   

8  Moving up Rocket ship- something that flies in space; space 
ship 

9 Lobby  Lobby- a large room in the front of a building 

10 Moon peeking out   

12   Familiar- already know something or someone 

13 overalls Picked up, Arrrf!  

14 Stack of newspaper dropped  

15   Newsstand- a place where newspapers are sold 
Mi Amigo – Spanish for “my friend” 

17  Shy smile  

19  Worry Worry- kind of afraid; nervous 

20 Corduroy Looking up and down  

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to the story: “Teddy bear, teddy bear, turn around; Teddy bear, 
teddy bear, touch the ground. Teddy bear, teddy bear, reach up high. Teddy bear, teddy bear, touch the sky!” 

Story Title: Corduroy Lost and Found Author:  Don Freeman 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is Corduroy 
(cover). It looks like Corduroy is happy 
and is looking at the large, full moon. I 
wonder why Corduroy is observing 
the moon. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember, this is 
Corduroy. He is looking at the moon, 
because he thinks that it is a balloon. 
He really wants to get the moon, to 
give to Lisa for her birthday. I wonder 
why he wanted to give her a present.  
Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I’d like for you to 
help me tell it! I’m wondering why 
Lisa didn’t mind that Corduroy didn’t 
give her a present. Let’s read and find 
out.  
 

Main Idea: Sometimes the best gift for a friend is being together. Friendship is more important than a present 
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of their two words 

Teach 



 

21  asleep  

25   Muchas gracis, senor – Spanish for Thank you sir  
Adios – Spanish for goodbye 

27  hug Exactly- just right, perfect 

Focus Tier 2:   Vocabulary (words not included in the story but related to use throughout your reads and throughout the 
day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”): 
1.  Concerned- worried about 
2.  Familiar – something that you know, you’ve seen it before 
3.  Determined – to keep working at something until you get what you want; to not give up 
4.  Evading – moving away from  
5. Disappointed – upset because things did not work out the way you wanted them to 
 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes 
and place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut/taping these 
notes directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to run your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

2 

I noticed Corduroy’s ears 
perked right up when he 
heard that it was Lisa’s 
birthday. 

2 

I’m thinking Corduroy’s ears perked 
right up because he is worried or 
concerned that he does not have a 
present for her. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening here?”  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg 2 
Pg 4 
Pg 11 
Pg 12 
Pg 16 
Pg 18 
Pg 26 
Pg 28 

4 

Look, Corduroy could 
not fall asleep because 
he worried about getting 
Lisa a present for her 
birthday. 

4  

Corduroy can’t sleep because he is 
thinking about Lisa’s birthday present. 
He loves her so much that he wants to 
get her something really special, but he 
doesn’t know what to get! 

7 

Corduroy is thinking Lisa 
might want a game for 
her birthday. The 
buttons inside the 
elevator must remind 
him of a game. 

6 
Corduroy is determined to find a 
special gift for Lisa, because he loves 
her so much. 

8 

Corduroy is pretending 
the elevator is a rocket 
ship. He is thinking Lisa 
might want a rocket ship 
for her birthday. 

11 
Oh, now Corduroy has found 
something special enough for Lisa – a 
beautiful “balloon”! 

11,12 

Corduroy has finally 
decided what to give 
Lisa for her birthday: the 
biggest and prettiest 
balloon! Look, Corduroy 
could not catch Lisa’s 
balloon; the big balloon 
kept evading or leaving 
from Corduroy’s grasp. 

12 

I’m thinking that Corduroy might feel a 
little scared, because it is night time 
and the neighborhood doesn’t seem 
familiar to him. But, he’s determined to 
get Lisa the balloon, because he loves 
her so much. 



 

 

Ask Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that 
you stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 

Why was Corduroy not able to 
find the big yellow balloon? 

 

Why did Corduroy feel it was 
important to give Lisa a birthday 
present? 

 

Why was Corduroy’s gift to Lisa 
special even though it was not a  
big yellow balloon? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
• Using proper grammar & syntax 
• Modeling rich vocabulary 
• Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

*If children have difficulty responding to open ended wh-questions consider using the following 
scaffolds: 

• Provide a forced choice (ex. Is it ________ or _______?). Let the child supply the answer. 
• Begin a sentence and let the child finish (He ran away after he __________.) 
• Provide semantic cues and let the child finish.  (Teacher: What do you call the place where we live 

with our families? We eat and sleep there. It is our________.) 
• Provide phonemic cues and let the child finish a word (ex. He performed tricks for his…Teacher: 

/f/… Child: family). 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds  2nd Read Think Alouds 

18, 19 

Oh, Corduroy just 
realized he is lost and 
waiting to be found! He 
now remembers that it’s 
Lisa’s birthday and the 
balloon, the present he 
was trying to get for her. 
I wonder how Corduroy 
will find his way back 
home to Lisa. Let’s keep 
reading. 

16 
 

Look, Corduroy has a very sad look on 
his face. I bet he is so concerned that 
he will not see Lisa again, and so 
disappointed that he did not get the 
balloon for her.  
 

22, 23 

I notice, Lisa is putting 
signs up, with a picture 
of Corduroy on it. I’m 
thinking these signs will 
tell people her friend  
Corduroy is lost and that 
she is looking for him.  

26 

Lisa is not concerned that Corduroy 
did not get her a birthday gift! She just 
loves having him for her best friend. 
 

28 

I see that Lisa and 
Corduroy are having a 
birthday celebration. 
Look at all of the 
balloons! 

27 

I bet that Corduroy is thinking “I love 
Lisa so much, and would love to have a 
gift for her. But, the best thing of all is 
being back together!” 



 

Main Idea Sometimes the best gift for a friend is being together. Friendship is more important than a present. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).   
For Example:   

• Dramatic Play: Place items for a birthday party in the center. Explain to students that you would 
like them to decorate and pretend to have a birthday party. Ask open-ended questions to discuss 
ways people can feel special on their birthday and why birthdays are important. Chart the students’ 
responses and display within the center. 

• Library Center: Place a picture of Corduroy, Lisa, and Mr. Gonzales on their own large Popsicle 
sticks. Explain to students that they can re-enact the story. Assist them with putting the story in 
correct sequence. Push target vocabulary. 

• Art Center: Supply children with glue, teddy bear stencils, and buttons. Ensure each teddy bear 
stencil has a number on it. Explain that you want them to glue the amount of buttons that match 
the number you have placed on the bear.  

Supports 
for Dual 

Language 
Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox 

Campus. 
 

• Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
 

• When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  
 

• Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  

→ A connected Focus Word Visual set resource is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library.  

 
• How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

1. Concerned: preocupado (pray-oc-ew-pah-dough) 
2. Familiar: familiar (fah-mil-ee-ar) 
3. Determined: resuelto (reh-swell-toe) 
4. Evading: evadiendo (eh-vah-dee-en-dough) 
5. Disappointed: decepcionado (deh-sep-see-oh-nah-dough) 

Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story. 
Suggestions: teddy bear, stuffed dog, newspaper, big lollipop 




