
 

 

 

  

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

  

  
 

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

Preschool and Pre-K Classrooms 

Arrival 
Vocabulary Examples 

Welcome Welcome to school. I am so glad you are here. 
Arrived Welcome to school. I have been waiting for you to arrive. 
Introduce Let me introduce you to ___. 

Acquainted Come in and get acquainted with your new classroom. 
Come in and get acquainted with some new materials that I put out. 

Disappointed I know you are sad. You feel disappointed when your (mom, dad, grandmother, etc.) has to leave. 
Separate It is hard to separate, from people we love. It is hard for us to be apart from them. 
Comfort Would you like me to give you a hug? I want to help you feel comfortable. 

Return I know you miss your (mom, dad, sister, grandmother). I am going to take good care of 
you until he/she returns. 

Belongings Look! Here is your very own cubby where you can keep your belongings (things that 
belong to you). 

Variety Look! We have a variety of fun things to play with. 
Explore You can take some time to explore through these_____. 
Comfortable I hope you are feeling comfortable in your new classroom. 

Familiar 
I am so glad you arrived for another day at school. Now, you already know what to do. 
You are familiar with putting your belongings in your cubby before you start to: play, 
eat breakfast, etc. 

Friendly I noticed how you were talking to the other children in such a friendly way. 
Assist I will be glad to assist you with ( the puzzle, your jacket, opening the box). 

Morning Meeting 

Arrived I see everyone has arrived for our morning meeting. 
Delighted I am delighted to see everyone. I am really happy to see you again. 
Comfortable I hope you are comfortable in your space on the rug. 

Imitate (As you demonstrate a new finger play, movement activity, action song) Watch me, and imitate 
what I do. Do the same thing that I do. 

Greeting Let’s sing a greeting song to say good morning! 

Schedule Let’s look at our schedule so we will know what happens next. OR Let’s look at our schedule that 
tells us the order we do activities today. 

First The first thing we did today was __________. 
After After that we had Morning Meeting. That is what we are doing now. 
Before, Next Before we do the next activity, let’s celebrate the day. Everybody say “Hip hip Hurray!” 

Last Remember, after we do the last activity (Point to last activity of the day) someone in your family 
will be here to pick you up. 

Familiar 
Comfortable 

Every day we will come together for our morning meeting just like this. You will become familiar 
with how we do things and you will feel more comfortable. 



  

  

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

Introduction to Centers 

Introduce Before we go to play in our centers, I want to introduce some things that you will see at the art 
center. 

Identify 
First I will identify, tell you the name of what I show you. I am going to identify this item. This is 
called a _________. 

Available When you go to the _______ center today you will notice that this _______ is available for you to 
use. 

Demonstrate I will demonstrate the ways you can use it. 
Similar, 
Different 

You may notice that this glue stick is similar to lipstick because they both look alike in some 
ways. But there is one way it is different. 

Remove Before you use the _________ remember to remove, or take off, the top. 

Return When you finish using _______ remember to return it to the container so that it is available for 
you friends to use. 

Familiar Since you have used this before, you are familiar with how to use it. 

Assist If you should need help with anything when you are at centers, just let me or (Ms., Mr. ________) 
know and we will be glad to assist you. 

Independent There are many things that you are familiar with so I know you can use them independently, 
without a teachers help. 

Variety When you go to the _________ center you will notice there are a variety of _________ many 
different kinds of __________. 

Compare Let’s look at how these two items are alike and different. Let’s compare them. (talk about ways 
items are alike and different as you compare them to each other) 

Except All the items in this box should be familiar except this brand new item _____. 
Center Time 

Block Center stack, hollow, solid, similar, different, identical, compare, connect, balance, separate, arrange, 
remove, return, structure, cooperate, assist, join, transport, vehicle, repair, extend, construct 

Dramatic Play 

communicate, pretend, imagine, imagination, imitate, remove, return, wardrobe, recognize, 
assist, celebrate, relative, infant, sibling, adult, suggest, menu, ingredients, recipe, independent, 
dependent, fragile, colorful, arrange, fragile, gentle, arrive, outgrown, proud, introduce, familiar, 
purchase, customer, exchange, provide, variety 

Art 
supplies, liquid, shade, space, tools, reflection, create, compare, assist, remove, separate, 
combine, arrange, attach, absorb, apply, press, flow, spread, duplicate, display, colorful, creative, 
proud, independent, rough, smooth, shiny 

Writing 
variety, message, envelope, print, illustrate, communicate, express, explain, correspond, seal, at-
tach, identify, address, symbol, space, beginning, ending, between, remove, sentence, invitation, 
list, describe 

Sensory Table liquid, solid, sift, contain, empty, full, rough, smooth, remove, transfer 

Science Center observe, explore, investigate, discover, variety, similar, different, compare, experiment, expand, 
solid, liquid, absorb, separate 

Book Center variety, select, information, character, similar, different, compare, exchange, title, illustration, 
fact, return, imagine 

Play dough, clay form, press, surface, duplicate, remove, smooth, overlap 



 

 
 

  

 
 

  

 

  

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

Story Time 

Introduce I want to introduce you to a new book. 
Title The title, or the name of this book is _______. 
Familiar We read this before so it is familiar to us. 
Character All the characters in this story are members of a family. 
Event Let’s think about this event. Let’s think about what happened here. 
Beginning I noticed in the beginning of the story the character, Corduroy seemed lonely. 

Ending I noticed that this story had a happy ending. At the end of the story Corduroy finally found a 
friend. 

Illustration 
Look at this picture, this illustration, and notice the look on the character’s face. She looks: 
confused, surprised, startled, disappointed, relieved, angry, miserable, frightened, amused, 
worried, concerned. 

Similar This book is similar to another book we read. It is a lot like the story ____. 

Confused 
I am confused. I don’t understand why the baby owls were so worried about their mother. She 
always has to leave to get them food and she always comes back. Let me think about this. 

Repeat Let’s repeat those funny words that the character said. 
Review Let’s review, go back over what has happened in the story so far. 

Small Groups 

Demonstrate I will demonstrate show you, how to fold the paper. After I demonstrate, or show you, then you 
can have a turn. 

Independent Since you know how to do this on your own, you can do this activity independently. 
Assist If you need help, I will be glad to assist you. 
Familiar Since you have done this many times before, you are familiar with how to do it. 
Impress Wow! I am so impressed with the way you figured that out yourself. I think that is great! 
Variety We have a variety of materials to use for this activity. 

Math (small group) 

Equal Look you put four cubes in each box. You put the same amount in each box. There are as many 
cubes in this box as this one. They are the same. Or I could say they are equal to each other. 

Set I will give you a set, or a group of 5 buttons. 

Fewer There are not as many buttons in this box. Here you have a set of two, and here you have a set 
of four. We could say the box that has two buttons has fewer buttons that the box that has four. 

Compare Let’s compare these two rows. Let’s see if they are equal to each other (both have the same 
amount) or if one has fewer than the other. 

Classify 

Let’s put all the shapes that are the same together in groups. Let’s classify them by putting all 
the ones that look alike together. Watch, let me demonstrate first. Look, I have a set of triangles, 
a set of circles and a set of squares. I classified them. I put all the ones that are the same in one 
way together. 

Organize 
Now that I have classified the blocks, or put all the ones that belong together they are more 
organized. 

Order Watch me demonstrate how to put these pumpkins in a row from the smallest to the largest. 
Now they are in order. The smallest one is first, this one is next and the largest one is last. 

Combine I wonder what would happen if we combined the set of red cubes with the set of blue cubes. 



   

  
 

 

 

 
  

 

  

  

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

Total Now that we combined these two sets we have a total of four. 
Identical These two shapes are identical. They look exactly the same. 

Literacy (small group) 

Illustrate Let’s draw a picture to show how Peter felt when Amy arrived at his party. Let’s illustrate that 
part of the story. 

Describe Describe what is happening in this picture. Tell me about it. 
Create Let’s create a picture, or illustration, that shows what happened at the end of the story. 
Imagination Let’s use our imagination and pretend that we are the characters in the story. 
Event This is the first important event in the story. This is the first thing that happened. 
Combine If I combined the words “cup” and “cake”, I would have the word cupcake. 
Arrange Let’s arrange these pictures in order so they tell a story. 
Identify Please identify, or tell me the names of the people in your picture. 

Label After I label, or write names of the people, in your drawings we can write a story about your 
family. 

Proud I know you must feel happy about what you did. You must be proud of yourself. 
Self-portrait You drew a picture of yourself. You made a self-portrait. 
Colorful Your drawing has so many colors. It is really colorful. 

Favorite I see lots of purple in your drawing. I am thinking your favorite color is purple. It’s the color you 
like the most. 

Science (small group) 

Absorb The sponge took in all the water. It absorbed the water from the table. We could say that the 
sponge in absorbent. 

Dissolve When we mixed the sugar into the warm water it dissolved, it disappeared into the water. 
Experiment Let’s try out or experiment with these materials to see if they are absorbent. 
Compare Let’s compare these two shells to see how they are the same. 
Observe Observe and notice what happens when we add water to the sand. 
Record Let’s record or write down what we observed when we added water to the mixture. 
Investigate Let’s investigate this problem or check this out before we do anything. 
Combine What happened when you combined all the colors- when you mixed them together? 

REAL Time 

Curious I have been thinking about this story a lot, and I am curious about why the mother owl left her 
babies during the night time. I want to know why. I am curious. 

Facts This book has a lot of facts or true information about real bears. 

Search I am going to search through the glossary and see if I can find out what the word predator 
means. 

Locate The Table of Contents will help me locate, or find the information that I want to know about. 
Organized This book is organized so that all the information that belongs together is in one section. 

Description 
The author of this book gives a good description of what baby owls look like. She uses lots of 
words that tell or describe how baby owls look. 



 

 
 

 
  

  

  
 

 

Vocabulary for the First Weeks of School and Beyond 

PAC Time -Phonological awareness, Alphabet knowledge, Concepts of print 
Separate Let’s clap out the words we hear in this sentence. Give one clap for each separate word. 
Separate Look there are spaces that separate the words in this sentence. 

Combine Listen, what word do you hear when I combine these two words together, sun… shine? 
When I combine these to separate word sun…….. shine, I get the word sunshine. 

Separate Listen for the two separate words in the word raindrop. If I separate the word I hear sun and 
shine. 

Blend Listen, what word do you hear when I blend these two syllables bas….ket. I hear basket. 

Beginning, first Notice the first sound that you hear when I say the word, man. /m/ /an/ The beginning sound is 
/m/. 

Ending, last Listen to the last sound you hear in the word bat. We hear the /t/ sound at the end of the word. 
Transitions to large group 

Signal Listen for the music. When the music starts that is the signal to come to join me for large group. 
Imitate See if you can do the same movements that I am doing. Imitate the movements that I am doing. 
above, 
underneath, 
front, behind, 
beside, 

(Pair vocabulary with actions and positions) Put your hands above your head. Put your hands 
underneath your chin. Put your elbows behind your back. Put your hands beside your ears. 

Relax Take a deep breath and relax your body. 
Comfortable Have a seat on the rug, with your feet in front so you are comfortable. 

Transitions leaving the classroom 

Familiar I know you are familiar with how to walk to the playground. We go the same way every day. 
Safe Remember to walk so that you will be safe. 
Eager I am eager for us to get outside and enjoy this beautiful weather. 
Display Notice the display of art work in the hallway. 

Outside Play 
Independent You can climb the ladder all by yourself without any help. You can do it independently. 
Cooperate If we work together and cooperate, we can play the game. 
Pretend Let’s pretend or make-believe that we are swimming in the ocean. 
Protect Remember to wear your helmet to protect, or keep your head safe. 




