
Toddler Language and Literacy Observation Tool

Child’s Name: Date of Birth: Teacher(s):
Use this tool to support observations of the infants in your classroom in the areas of receptive and expressive language, early 
reading-related behaviors, and early rhythm and rhyme behaviors. We have provided an age range for when these skills are generally 
expected to develop; however, all children do not acquire skills at precisely the same time. Use this form frequently, as you play, 
interact, read books, and engage in routines and activities with the toddlers in your classroom!

Receptive Language Skills: What does the child understand?

Milestones/Skills

th
s

12
 –

 2
4 

M
on

Responds to simple spoken requests

Understands words that name familiar
objects and people
Understands and follows simple
directions without gestures or cues
Knows the name of familiar people and
body parts
Understands simple questions – yes/no,
either/or
Understands simple prepositions: in, on,
under

24
 –

 3
6 

M
on

th
s Understands different ideas

Understands and follows two-part
directions

Understands open-ended questions

Follows instruction with 2 or 3 steps

Date/Notes



Toddler Language and Literacy Observation Tool

Expressive Language Skills: How does the child communicate?

Milestones/Skills

12
 –

 2
4 

M
on

th
s

Points, uses gestures and sounds
Acts out what he wants to say
Combines pointing and making sounds
Combines gestures with words
Points to things or pictures when named
Says one or two single words
Tries to say words you say
Uses several single words
Says and shakes head “no”
Points to show what they want
Uses two-word sentences (More juice)
Asks yes-no questions (Go bye-bye?)
Asks one- or two-word questions
(Where mommy? Milk?)

24
 –

 3
6 

M
on

th
s

Uses 3-5 word sentences to talk and ask
for things
Uses longer, more complex sentences
with bigger words
Uses more grammatically correct
sentences
Asks questions, including why
Says words like I, me, we, and you
Carries on a conversation using 2-3
sentences
Can name familiar things

Date/Notes
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Early Reading Related Behaviors

Milestones/Skills

12
 –

 2
4 

M
on

th
s

Turns pages of a book and holds book right 
side up
Brings book to adult to read
Points to and names pictures they see in
book
(dog, bug, baby)
Responds to simple questions about a book 
with gestures, pointing, or a few words
Mimics the sounds of reading
Points to a picture in book and asks,
“What’s that?”
Recognizes a book by the cover

24
 –

 3
6 

M
on

th
s

Uses 2-4 word sentences to describe what 
is happening in the story
Answers open-ended questions about
stories
Uses Tier 1 words to describe what is
happening in stories
Uses some Tier 2 words to describe what
is happening in stories

Date/Notes
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Early Rhythm and Rhyme Behaviors

Milestones/Skills

12
 –

 2
4 

M
on

th
s

Participates in rhyming activities related
to rhyming books with body gestures and
words
Participates in rhyming, songs, and finger
play activities- clapping moving body,
imitating teachers’ movements, gestures,
and words
With rhyming books, repeats rhyming 
words or chimes in with teacher as she
reads

24
 –

 3
6 

M
on

th
s Fills in rhyming words when singing

familiar nursery rhymes or songs
Fills in repetitive words or phrases in
predictable books

Date/Notes




