
 

 
 

Preschool Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Art 
 

 

 

  

Try reading one book multiple times throughout the week. Focus on thinking aloud about the events the first time, characters’ emotions/feelings the second time, and then having children be 
storytellers and retell the story the third time!  
Plan around the anchor book to TIE these conceptual ideas across the day. Use the bubble map tool to plan engagement ideas for the week(s). 
Read 1: Before you read say, “Let’s work together to figure out what is happening in this story.” 
As you read PAT the vocabulary (use the chart below to help you pre-plan the words you will 
point to pictures to point out, act out, or tell children what it means through a child friendly 
definition. As you read, think aloud and talk to yourself, wonder about the events of the story 
and notice what is happening. Lift and define the key vocabulary for the book as much as 
possible during these think alouds and think about what that has to do with a community 
working together to help everyone.  

Read 2: Before you read tell children that you’ll be 
paying attention to the characters’ feelings, emotions, 
and thoughts in the book. As you read, again PAT 
vocabulary you pre-selected and think aloud to 
yourself about how characters feel. Again, connect to 
the key vocabulary as you read and the main idea. 

Read 3: Have the children be 
storytellers and retell the story. 
Notice how they use the key 
vocabulary. You can restate and 
expand on their ideas, lifting the 
vocabulary, their understandings, 
and their empathy!  

JUNE INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
HOW CAN I USE MY IDEAS AND CREATIVITY, MY HEART, MY VOICE, AND ALL OF ME TO MAKE THE WORLD KINDER, MORE CONNECTED, MORE BEAUTIFUL, MORE JOYFUL, AND MORE JUST?  

WHY DO WE MAKE ART? HOW CAN ART HELP US TO FEEL JOY, TO BE CONNECTED, TO ENCOURAGE AND INSPIRE OURSELVES AND OTHERS?  
HOW CAN WE USE ART TO CHANGE THE WORLD?  

Connected 
Reads: 
REAL time 

Anchor 
Books 

Supports for Dual Language Learners

•Before sharing the story in English, introduce the book in the child's first language. Consider how bilingual colleagues, volunteers, and families can help you. Even 
when the book is not available in the first language, an adult can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

•Use visuals to introduce focus words. Each book has a connected focus word visual set available on the Cox Campus. 

Before Read Alouds

•Emphasize the P (point) and A (act) of the PAT strategy while reading.
•Use props to support understanding as you read.
•When reading the book in English for the first time, read it to DLLs in a small group before reading it to the whole group, to facilitate comprehension and participation.

During Read Alouds

•Make connections between English and first language of focus words in the story (and throughout the day). One helpful support for dual language learners is to make 
connections between words that are cognates, or words that are similar in English and another language. 
•Look for English/Spanish cognates in the focus words for each book (cognates - words that share the same root, and sound similarly and have the same meaning): 

Look for other cognates in the focus words for each book: Materials/materiales, Inspire/inspirer, Creative/creativo(a), Imagination/imaginación, Artist/artista, 
Illustrator/ilustrador 

•Books available in Spanish: Aaron Slater, Illustrator 
•Use tools like Google translate to look up and learn how to say the focus words in other languages represented in your classroom.

After Read Alouds



 

 
 

 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, 
and connect them to the book. Create or use a 
song or idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 

 
Aaron Slater, 

Illustrator  
by Andrea Beatty 

(English & Spanish) 

Everyone is 
an artist and 

we can all 
stay 

connected by 
expressing 

ourselves in 
different 

ways. 

Illustrator/ilustrador (ill-ew-strah-
door): the person that draws 
pictures/ persona que dibuja   
 
Dread/ tener pavor (teh-nehr pah-
bohr): feeling scared of something/ 
tener mucho miedo de algo 
 
Courage/valentía (bah-lehn-tee-ah): 
doing something even when it is 
new, hard, or when you are feeling 
scared/hacer algo aún cuando sea 
nuevo, difícil o cuando tienes miedo 
de hacerlo  
 
Encourage/animar (an-ee-mar):  
to do or say things that help others 
feel like they can do hard things/ 
hacer o decir algo que le ayudará a 
otras personas a hacer algo que 
puede ser difícil para ellos 
 

 
You are amazing 
You are a work of art.  
We see your creativity, your courage, 
and your heart.  
When you start to worry or feel a sense 
of dread, celebrate the brilliance of your 
hands, your heart, your head!  
You are amazing, you are a work of art. 
We see your creativity, your courage, 
and your heart. 
(to the tune of the Itsy Bitsy Spider AND 
add beats) 

R1 State: The title of this book is Aaron Slater, Illustrator. I 
notice this little boy is standing here with a hand full of 
colored pencils. That must be Aaron. I wonder if he drew all 
these pictures on the cover. Let’s read and find out. 
 
R1 Ask: Why was Aaron drawing all those pictures? 
 
R2 State: Remember we read Aaron Slater, Illustrator. I 
remember that Aaron was having trouble reading and writing, 
but he really loved to draw. I wonder how Aaron felt and 
thought when his teacher asked him to write a story to share 
with the class. Let’s read to find out. 
 
R2 Ask: How did Aaron feel and what did he think about when 
his teacher asked him to write and share his story?  
 
R3 State: We have read Aaron Slater, Illustrator a couple of 
times now.  This time you are going to be the storyteller. I 
wonder how Aaron created and shared his story with his class. 
Let’s read and find out. 
 
R3 Ask: How did Aaron share his amazing and inspiring story 
with his teacher and friends? 

  



 

 
 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, 
and connect them to the book. Create or use a 
song or idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 

 
The Squiggle  

by Carole Lexa Schaefer 

When we use 
our 

imagination, 
we can turn 
things into 
something 

that inspires 
ourselves and 
other people! 

Imagination/imaginación  
(ee-mah-hee-nah-syohn):  
making up a picture or idea in your 
mind/cuando creamos cosas en 
nuestra mente que no existen en la 
realidad  
 
Possibility/posibilidad (poh-see-
bee-lee-dahd): something that 
might or might not happen/algo que 
puede o no ocurrir  
 
Creative/creativo(a) (kreh-ah-teev o 
kreh-ah-tee-bah): coming up with 
new ideas or ways of doing 
something/ pensar en nuevas ideas 
o en nuevas formas de hacer algo 
 
Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr):  
makes you want to do something/  
algo que te mueve a hacer algo  
 

It’s not a squiggle- it’s a __________. 
Draw a squiggle on a dry erase board or 
a piece of paper… Ask children what they 
see… Then use the squiggle to sketch out 
something you could imagine. Say- wow- 
we took what was a squiggle and turned 
it into a ________. Let’s read about this 
little girl who does the same thing with 
the help of her string and imagination!  
 
 

R1 State:  The title of the book is The Squiggle.  I notice a girl 
holding a piece of string above her head.  I wonder where she 
found it and why she is holding it above her head.  Let’s read 
and find out.  
 
R1 Ask: How did the little girl use the string to inspire her 
imagination?  
 
R2 State: I remember we read The Squiggle.  The little girl who 
tells the story was the last girl in the line walking with her class 
out to play. She found a piece of string on the sidewalk. I 
wonder what the little girl thought about and felt as she 
created and imagined with the string? Let’s read and find out. 
 
R2 Ask: How did the little girl feel and what did she think 
about when she imagined and created with the string? 
 
R3 State: We’ve read this story called The Squiggle before. 
This time, let’s read it again and I want it to be the storytellers.  
I wonder why the string was so special?  Let’s look back 
together at the story and find out. 
 
R3 Ask: Why was the string so special? 

  



 

 
 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, 
and connect them to the book. Create or use a 
song or idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 

 
Anywhere Artist  

by Nikki Slade Robinson 

With some 
imagination 
and vision, 
anyone can 
create art 
anywhere 
and with 
anything! 

Artist/artista (ahr-tees-tah):  
a person who creates art/  
alguien que crea una obra de arte 
 
Imagination/imaginación (ee-mah-
hee-nah-syohn): making up a picture 
or idea in your mind/ cuando 
creamos cosas en nuestra mente 
que no existen en la realidad 
 
Possibility/posibilidad (poh-see-
bee-lee-dahd): something that 
might or might not happen/ algo 
que puede o no ocurrir  
 
Creative/creativo(a) (kreh-ah-teev o 
kreh-ah-tee-bah): coming up with 
new ideas or ways of doing 
something/ pensar en nuevas ideas 
o en nuevas formas de hacer algo 
 
Inspire/inspirar (eens-pee-rahr): 
makes you want to do something /  
algo que te mueve a hacer algo  
 
Materials/materiales (mah-tir-E-al-
ays): things that can be used to do 
something/ cosas que se pueden 
usar para crear algo 
 
 
 

   You are amazing 
You are a work of art.  
We see your creativity, your courage, 
and your heart.  
When you start to worry or feel a sense 
of dread, celebrate the brilliance of your 
hands, your heart, your head!  
You are amazing, you are a work of art. 
We see your creativity, your courage, 
and your heart. 
(to the tune of the Itsy Bitsy Spider) 
 

R1 State: The title of this book is Anywhere Artist. I notice the 
girl is happy- I also notice that the words of the title are made 
of many different objects. I wonder how the different 
materials the illustrator used for the title is connected to being 
an artist and why the little girl is so happy. Let’s read and find 
out. 
 
R1 Ask: How did materials in nature inspire the little girl to be 
creative? 
 
R2 State: Remember we read Anywhere Artist. I remember 
that the little girl went many places and created art with so 
many different materials.  I wonder how she felt and what she 
thought about as she created in so many places and with so 
many materials. Let’s read and find out. 
 
R2 Ask: How did the little girl feel and what did she think 
about as she explored and created in so many places and with 
so many materials? 
 
 
R3 State: We’ve read this story called Anywhere Artist before. 
This time, let’s read it again and I want you to be the 
storytellers. I wonder why she calls herself an “anywhere 
artist.”s. Let’s read and find out. 
 
R3 Ask: Why does the little girl call herself an “anywhere 
artist?”  

  



 

 
 

Anchor Book Main Idea Focus Vocabulary with Child 
Friendly Definitions (English + 
Spanish) 

Tune kids in! 
Jot ideas to Tune-In, get children’s attention, 
and connect them to the book. Create or use a 
song or idea from family connections 
resources 

State/Ask for reads 1-3 

 

 
A Story about Afiya  
by James Berry and 

Anna Cunha  

The world 
can inspire us 
to create art. 

Decorate/decorar (deh-koh-rahr): 
adding extra things to make 
something look nice/ agregar cosas 
para que algo se vea más lindo 
 
Pattern/ patrón (pah-trohn): a 
design that repeats over and over 
again/ un diseño que se repite  
 
Collect/coleccionar (koh-lehk-syoh-
nahr): to bring together a lot of 
things/ juntar muchas cosas 
 
Amazed/asombro (ah-som-brah-
doh): how you feel when you see or 
hear or do something really great, 
that you can’t even believe/  
la emoción que sentimos cundo 
vemos u oímos algo que no 
esperamos o algo que no creemos 
posible.   
 

Point out some patterns that the 
children are wearing during circle time. 
“Wow, so I see that many of you are 
wearing different patterns on your 
clothes. They look like some of our 
surroundings and the environment that 
we live in.” 

R1 State: Look at the dress Afiya is wearing. The flowers look 
like they are making a design on her dress. The title of the 
book is called A Story about Afiya. I wonder what her story is. 
Let’s read and find out. 
 
R1 Ask: How were the designs and patterns on Afiya’s dress 
made? 
 
R2 State: Remember in the story, Afiya wore her white frock 
wherever she went. I wonder how that made her feel to come 
home and see her dress covered in patterns? Let’s read to find 
out.  
 
R2 Ask: How does Afiya feel when she comes home with her 
dress decorated with patterns? 
 
R3 State: We have read this book together about Afiya and 
her frock. I want you to be the storyteller and tell me how 
Afiya’s frock was created with patterns she collected around 
her. 
 
R3 Ask: How did the world around Afiya create art on her 
frock? 

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Other amazing books to inspire, support social emotional development, to make us wonder, dream, move, create, and be inspired to take action 

                           
Wordless Picture Books  

                                                                                                                                                                                         
 

 
Teacher-Selected 
Words to PAT 
with page number 

PAT to Teach and Uplift Vocabulary 
Point 

 to illustrations in the book  
Act 

out words whose 
meaning can be shown 
through action or facial 

expression 

Tell 
The meaning of words that need to be defined in order to understand the story (use a child-friendly 

definition) 

Aaron Slater, 
Illustrator  

Bouquet Writes, Gasp  
 

Extraordinary- something different and amazing; Dusk- when the sun goes down and begins to get dark 
outside 
Melodious- to have or make a good sound; Anguish- to feel very sad or hurt; Hullabaloo- a big fuss or 
ruckus 
Quest- a long or hard search for something 

The Squiggle  Acrobat,  squiggle grab Shuffling, moving slowly 
Anywhere Artist Forts, Stone, stick, leaf, Shells, 

Sand, Tall, Shadow, puddle, 
mud, Shapes, Grass  

Dance, Fill Artist, Imagination, Anywhere, anything 
Lichen- small fungi like growth on rocks or trees.  

A Story about 
Afiya 

Afiya, frock, back/front, 
boulders 

picks on something, fly Limbs-arm or leg ; frock-dress; imprinted-to make a mark on something; clustered-a group of something 
slender-very small; ruffled-a piece of fabric tightly put together 
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