
Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

What nonfiction and related text will you incorporate?  

What changes will you make to the environment?  

How will you create supports and adaptations for the children in your class?

What resources and opportunities will you use for progress monitoring? 

Focus Words:

Joy/gozo (goh-soh): happiness/felicidad

Welcome/dar la bienvenida (dahr lah byehm-beh-nee-dah): to make someone feel you are glad they are with you/hacer que alguien sienta que tu te  alegras de que 
él o ella está contigo

Tradition/tradición (trah-dee-syohn): a special way you do something over and over again/algo que hacemos siempre de la misma manera 

Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-brahr): to do something special with other people that makes us happy/lo que hacemos con otras personas que nos hace feliz 

Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to come together/juntar 

Main Idea: We feel joyful and connected when we gather and celebrate traditions with our families and communities.

Inquiry Questions:  What do we celebrate and why? Are there things we all are grateful for? 
What can we learn from each other’s celebrations that help us grow?



Planning for Connections Across the Day Using an Anchor Book

Class:                                            Theme:                                            Week of:                                         Preschool / PreK

Honor all attempts to communicate, in any language! 

Learn songs in the first language(s) of the children in your class and use them throughout the day. What songs will you sing?

Integrate children’s first languages! 
•	 Read or introduce the book to children first in their first language. 
•	 Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant/elefante.
•	 If you do not speak the child’s first language(s), think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or family member – can support you in this effort. Even when the book 

is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 
•	 Make connections between English and children’s first language(s) throughout the day. 

•		 Make connections between the focus words in English and children’s language(s) as you use them throughout the day.
•	  Spanish translations and pronunciations for all the focus words for each book are on the scaffold, bubble map, and DLL visuals. Copy down the 

pronunciation for the words and use them across the day. You will be surprised how many times you can use these words in multiple languages throughout 
the day as you and the children learn together and in multiple languages.

•	 Do one or more of the extension activities in the first language. 
•	 Provide opportunities during small group for speakers of the same language to talk and expand their learning in their first language.

Get more ideas for supporting Dual Language Learners in our Cox Courses: Supporting Dual Language Learners Right From the Start /
Connecting the Dots for Dual Language Learners Throughout the Preschool Day

Support and Adaptations 
for Dual Language 

Learners

Partner with Families: 
Ask families if there is a particular holiday tradition that is special in their culture. How do they celebrate these traditions as a family? Invite families to share these 
traditions with the class; they can send in pictures, stories, songs, recipes, greetings, etc. 
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Be creative! Create 
your own connected 

activities.

Morning Meeting: 

Throughout the day/across 
the week gather together on 

the carpet to share celebrations 
and discuss the inquiry questions 

together.

Social Emotional:

Start a new classroom tradition! 
Be intentional throughout the day and at 

the end of each day to have a closing circle to 
share with each other small things others did that 

were helpful, kind, and spread joy. Be sure to notice 
EVERY child doing something you can celebrate at the 

end of the day. 
Children will soon start noticing these kindnesses 
and celebrating each other! Remember-when we 
support children in being connected and kind to 

others, we nurture their sense of safety and 
wellbeing and build caring and trusting 

relationships.

Emergent Writing: 

Invite children to write and illustrate a 
page for a coauthored class book about their 

favorite tradition or day to celebrate. Transcribe 
what they tell you about what makes that day 

special to them. When you read the book aloud 
together as a class, notice things that families’ 
traditions have in common (joy, gathering 

together and welcoming others to our 
homes).

Family Connection:

Invite and welcome family members 
to come and share traditions and celebrate 

special days important to them. Ask each family 
to send in a picture or clothing or something they 
use for that celebration and talk about it with the 
class. Some families have traditions for Christmas, 

Diwali, Ramadan…. How do families celebrate 
their family traditions in our communities? 

When family members come, be sure 
children are prepared to welcome them 

into the classroom community. 

‘Twas 
Nochebuena

by Roseanne Greenfield 
Thong



Supporting Dual Language Learners with Focus Word Visuals

Purpose: Support dual language learners as they develop vocabulary and story comprehension by briefly introducing the 
focus words for the Anchor Book with visuals, a child-friendly definition, and connecting the word in English to the word in 
the home or first language. These DLL visuals have the focus word and child-friendly definition in English and in Spanish with 
the Spanish phonetic pronunciation in parentheses. Use tools like Google translate to listen to the word and practice the 
pronunciation in Spanish before sharing. If children in your classroom speak another home or first language, ask colleagues or 
families to help translate the focus words or use online tools to look up the words in this language. 
Instructions: Print this document and cut apart the words before sharing the story with your children. Quickly introduce these 
visual supports before the STATE of the START read saying, "Before reading our story, I want to share some special words 
you are going to hear in this story." Don't quiz children; just quickly introduce the words and begin the START read. A quick 
introduction showing the DLL Focus Word Visuals and connecting it to the word in English and the children’s first languages 
will build familiarity with the meaning of focus words. 
Checking for understanding: Remember that you are building familiarity by offering this connection between the visual and 
the word in the first language and in English, but there is no need to quiz children. Listen for and support the children to 
use the English and the first language version of the focus words as they retell the story and throughout the week as they 
participate in engagements that integrate this word in authentic conversations across content areas all week! You’ll soon hear 
them using these complex words in meaning-filled and authentic conversation! 

‘Twas Nochebuena by Roseanne Greenfield Thong

Welcome/dar la bienvenida (dahr lah byehm-beh-nee-dah): to make 
someone feel you are glad they are with you/hacer que alguien sienta 
que tu te  alegras de que él o ella está contigo 



Tradition/tradición (trah-dee-syohn): a special way you do 
something over and over again/algo que hacemos siempre de 
la misma manera 

Joy/gozo (goh-soh): happiness/ felicidad



Celebrate/celebrar (seh-leh-brahr): to do something special with 
other people that makes us happy/lo que hacemos con otras 
personas que nos hace feliz 

Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to come together/juntar 


