Special Features of Great Rhythm and Rhyme Teachers

In this lesson, you will learn SEVEN important features of great rhythm and rhyme teachers. Engaging in
these practices will bring your rhythm and rhyme activities to life! Use this resource to jot down notes
as you go through the lesson. Think of areas of strengths and areas you feel you would like to work on
some more. You will be invited to share your thoughts with the Community once you've completed this
lesson.

Feature One: It’s All about Fun!

Young children learn best when they're having fun and they’re engaged in something that really captures
their interest. That’s why it's important to make all rhythm and rhyme activities fun. Make sure you join
in children’s laughter and enjoyment!

Feature Two: There’s an Actor in You!

The way you deliver words in a rhyme or song matters! Gestures, facial expressions, body movements,
and your voice all contribute to a meaningful learning experience, to help children learn and remember
new vocabulary and concepts.

Feature Three: Be Ready!

Prepare and practice the rhymes, songs, and finger plays ahead of time to ensure you deliver your best
performance!
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Feature Four: Tune in to Children Even More!

Sometimes a rhythm and rhyme moment happens when you least expect it! It's important to always stay
tuned in to your children’s interests and take advantage of opportunities to engage them in rhythm and
rhyme activities.

Feature Five: Participation Helps Them Thrive!

One of the keys to building language and literacy skills through Rhythm and Rhyme is to encourage
young children’s participation and expression. The repetitive sounds and gestures of rhythm and rhyme
activities provide the perfect opportunity for children to participate in the action!

Feature Six: Videos and Rhyme Time Don’t Mix!

Technology is amazing but when it comes to building language and relationships, nobody has invented
an app or program that can be a substitute for a live person. Watching a YouTube video of a nursery
rhyme or finger play is not the same as experiencing it live, in person, with a responsive and loving adult.
That’s because the magic lies in the interaction, the back and forth exchanges you have with children.

Seventh Feature: We'’re All Cultural Creatures!

Including songs and finger plays from the various cultures/languages of the children in your classroom
promotes a sense of belonging and allows all children to learn about different cultures. Your best
resource is the families of the children you teach. Ask them to share their favorite rhymes and songs, or
better yet, ask them to come in and share them with the children.
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