
Retell Rubric - Fiction
Directions: After a student reads a fiction text ask them to retell what he or she read. After they retell use the rubric below to give them a 
score and inform your instruction.

Child’s Name: Text Title: Date:

Fiction Retell Rubric
Skill Intervention (0) Instructional (1) Independent (2) Advanced (3)

Sequence of Events
No response or tells
random ideas that are
not in the text.

Student tells some
story events that are
out of order.

Student tells most of
the important events
in order from
beginning to end.

Student tells all
important events in
order with a clear
beginning, middle a
end.

nd

Story Elements
No response or
includes information
that is not in the text.

Student includes
some important story
elements (characters,
setting, etc.)

Student includes
most important story
elements (characters,
setting, etc.)

Student includes all
important story
elements (characters,
setting, etc.)

Vocabulary No response Student uses generic
vocabulary in retell.

Student uses some
key vocabulary from
in retell.

Student uses key
vocabulary from the
text in retell.

Total Score:

Overall Level Total Point
Advanced 9

Independent 6-8
Instructional 3-5
Intervention 0-2

Notes or Comments



Retell Rubric - Non-Fiction
Directions: After a student reads a non-fiction text ask them to retell what he or she read. After they retell use the rubric below to give 
them a score and inform your instruction.

Child’s Name: Text Title: Date:

Non-Fiction Retell Rubric
Skill Intervention (0) Instructional (1) Independent (2) Advanced (3)

Coherence
No response or tells
random ideas that are
not in the text.

Student tells some 
random ideas from the
text.

Student tells important 
ideas or facts from the 
text in a somewhat 
logical order.

Student tells important 
ideas or facts from the 
text in a logical order.

Key Details and Facts
No response or includes 
information that is not 
in the text.

Student includes at 
least 2 details from the 
text.

Student includes some 
important details from 
the text.

Student includes most 
or all important details 
from the text.

Vocabulary No response Student uses generic
vocabulary in retell.

Student uses some 
key vocabulary from in 
retell.

Student uses key
vocabulary from the
text in retell.

Total Score:

Overall Level Total Point
Advanced 9

Independent 6-8
Instructional 3-5
Intervention 0-2

Notes or Comments




