
Knowledge-Building Writing Activities 

Activity/Goal Steps Examples 

Sentence Construction 
Sentence Imitation: Mentor Sentence 

Science Example: Life Cycles 

Mentor Sentence: 

After hatching from eggs, tadpoles live in 
water and use gills to breathe. 

Student Sentence: 

After emerging from chrysalises, butterflies 
fly through the air and drink nectar. 

Sentence Expansion: Five Questions 

Science Example: Rock Cycle 

Simple Sentence: “Rocks change over time.” 
Who? Geologists 
What? The rock cycle, the process that 
changes rocks from one type to another over 
time. 
When? Over millions of years 
Where? Deep inside the Earth and on its 
surface 
How? Slowly through heat, pressure, 
melting, cooling, and erosion 

Geologists study the rock cycle, which is the 
process that changes rocks from one type to 
another over time. These changes happen 
deep inside the Earth and on its surface. The 
rock cycle takes place over millions of years, 
happening slowly through natural 
processes like heat, pressure, melting, 
cooling, and erosion. 

Writing helps students reflect, clarify thinking, apply new vocabulary, and engage critically with content. Through explicit instruction, 
students develop deeper understanding and stronger mental models of academic concepts. 

Explicit Instruction for Writing 
Phase Description 

I Do 
Model writing and thinking aloud to show 
the process. 

We Do Guide students through writing together. 
You Do It Together Students write collaboratively with scaffolds. 
You Do Students write independently, applying skills. 
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Sentence Expansion: Conjunctions 

Social Studies Example: Historical Figures 

Simple Sentence: Juliette Gordon Low 
advocated for the rights of girls… 

Expansion Options 

because she believed they deserved to have 
the same opportunities as boys. 
but many people at the time didn’t think girls 
should take on leadership roles or outdoor 
challenges. 
so she started the Girl Scouts to help them 
try new things and become strong leaders. 

Types of Sentences 

Science Example: Water Cycle 

Subject: water 
Verb: evaporates 

Declarative: Water evaporates at any 
temperature. 
Question: When does water evaporate? 
Command: Measure the time it takes for the 
water to evaporate. 
Exclamation: Water evaporates very quickly 
when it’s heated! 

Sentence Fragments 

Science Example: Life Cycles 

Present a fragment and ask the following 
questions: 

Is this a fragment or a complete sentence? 
Is it missing the who or the do? 

The tadpole 
Is this a fragment or a complete sentence? 
Fragment 
Is it missing the who or the do? 
Missing the do 
Completed sentence: 
The tadpole hatched from an egg. 

Run-on Sentences 

Social Studies Example: Historical Figures 

Change each run-on sentence into two 
or more sentences, add appropriate 
conjunctions or punctuation, or revise the 
sentence structure. 

Example run-on: Martin Luther King Jr. 
fought for civil rights Jackie Robinson did 
too. 
Example corrections: 

• Martin Luther King Jr. fought for civil 
rights. Jackie Robinson did too. 

• Martin Luther King Jr. and Jackie 
Robinson both fought for civil rights. 
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Sentence Combining 

Science Example: Seasons 

Combine two (or more) short sentences into 
one longer sentence. 

Short Sentence 1: Seasons change. 
Short Sentence 2: Leaves fall. 
Leaves fall when the seasons change. 

Sentence Slams 

Science Example: Sound 

Provide a list of subjects, predicates and 
conjunctions. Students craft as many 
sentences as they can. 
Subject (who): tuning fork, bell, music, 
people, drums, sound waves 
Predicate (do/did what): vibrate, laugh, sing, 
hear, move, travel 
Conjunctions (joiners): but, because, so, and, 
then, if, when 

• The tuning fork vibrates when you hit 
it. 

• Sound waves move through the air and 
go into your ear. 

• Drums vibrate when they are hit by a 
drumstick. 

Paragraph Construction 
Main Idea and Details Paragraph 

Social Studies Example: Government 

Topic Sentence: The three branches of 
government help keep our country fair and 
safe. 
Detail 1: The legislative branch makes laws 
that everyone must follow. 
Detail 2: The executive branch carries out 
the laws and makes sure people obey them. 
Detail 3: The judicial branch interprets the 
laws and resolves cases involving those laws. 
Conclusion: The branches of government 
ensure that no person or group of people 
has too much power. 

The three branches of government help keep 
our country fair and safe. The legislative 
branch makes laws that everyone must 
follow. The executive branch carries out 
the laws and makes sure people obey them. 
The judicial branch interprets the laws and 
resolves cases involving those laws. The 
branches of government ensure that no 
person or group of people has too much 
power. 
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Question and Answer Paragraphs 

Science Example: Ecosystems 

Question: What happens when a species 
goes extinct? 
Answer: It can affect the entire ecosystem. 
Supporting Detail: Plants might grow too 
much or not enough. 
Supporting Detail: Animals might lose a food 
source or become overpopulated. 
Conclusion: Extinction has an impact on 
how ecosystems work. 

What happens when a species goes extinct? 
It can affect the entire ecosystem. Plants 
might grow too much or not enough. 
Animals might lose a food source or become 
overpopulated. Extinction has an impact on 
how ecosystems work. 

Problem and Solution Paragraph 

Science Example: Conservation 

Problem: Plastic pollution is hurting animals. 
Solution 1: People can recycle plastic 
instead of throwing it away. 
Solution 2: We can use reusable containers. 
Conclusion: These small actions can help 
protect animals. 

Plastic pollution is hurting animals. People 
can recycle plastic instead of throwing it 
away. We can use reusable containers. These 
small actions can help protect animals. 

Cause and Effect Paragraph 

Science Example: Natural Disasters 

Cause: Hurricanes bring strong winds and 
heavy rain. 
Effect 1: Homes and buildings may flood. 
Effect 2: Power can go out for days. 
Conclusion: That’s why people prepare 
ahead of time for hurricanes. 

Hurricanes bring strong winds and heavy 
rain. Homes and buildings may flood. Power 
can go out for days. That’s why people 
prepare ahead of time for hurricanes. 

Summary Paragraph: Informational 

Social Studies Example: The American 
Revolution 

Who? The American colonists 
What? Fought in the American Revolution, 
a war for independence from British rule 
Where? In the thirteen colonies across 
North America 
When? From 1775 to 1783 
Why? Because they wanted freedom and 
were angry about unfair taxes and British 
control 

The American colonists fought in the 
American Revolution, a war for 
independence from British rule. The fighting 
happened in the thirteen colonies across 
North America. The war began in 1775 and 
lasted until 1783. The colonists went to war 
because they wanted freedom to govern 
themselves and were angry about unfair 
taxes and laws made by the British 
government. 
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Summary Paragraph: Narrative 

Social Studies Example: Ruby Bridges 

Somebody: Ruby Bridges, a brave young girl 
Wanted: To attend William Frantz 
Elementary School and have equal access to 
education. 
But: Many people were angry and protested. 
So: Federal marshals protected Ruby as she 
walked to school. 
Then: Because of her courage and strength, 
her actions helped change schools so that all 
children could learn together, no matter their 
skin color. 

Ruby Bridges was a brave young girl who 
wanted to attend William Frantz Elementary 
School and have equal access to education. 
But many people were angry that Black 
children were allowed to attend all-white 
schools, and they tried to stop her by 
protesting. So, Ruby went to school with 
federal marshals protecting her every day. 
Then, because of her courage and strength, 
her actions helped change schools so that all 
children could learn together, no matter their 
skin color. 




