
 

   
 

 

TIPS Read Planning Template (Older Toddlers) 
Tune In, Introduce the Book, Promote Language, Summarize the Book 

Story Title: Spot Goes to School  Author: Eric Hill 
Tune-In Example 

Engage the child/children in a playful and loving 
interaction/Capture the child’s interest in the book. 
You can engage the children by singing the song “Jump up 
and Down” with them before reading the book. Allow each 
student to have a turn and tie the song to the book by saying 
“We have a lot of friends here at school, and in our book, 
there are a lot of friends at school too!  
 
The lyrics to “Jump up and Down” are as follows:  
“If your name is --------, jump up and down,  
Jump up and down,  
Jump up and down.  
If your name is ------, jump up and down,  
And sit back down!” 

Introduce the Book 
Draw attention to the illustration on the book’s cover. 
Name the title of the book and the purpose for reading.  

“The name of our book is Spot Goes to School. It is all about 
the fun things that Spot does at school, and the great friends 
he has there. Let’s read and find out what Spot does at 
school!” 

Promote Language 

• Use child directed speech, touch, and a joyful nurturing voice. 
• Stay tuned in to children’s interests throughout the read – “read the child”. 
• Connect to children’s life experiences while reading 
• Model book handling skills without interrupting the flow of the story. “Let’s turn the page and see what 

happens next.”  

Adaptations for Dual Language Learners (DLLs) 
1. Introduce the book in the child’s first language 2. Provide additional supports to promote understanding like gestures and 
props.  3. Translate key vocabulary in children’s first language and make connections between the first language and English 
throughout the story whenever possible. 4. Refer to the last page of this guide for more DLL planning information. 

 

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions). 
Pg.# Point Act Tell Think Alouds 

1,2 Spot, Mom 
Wagging 
Smiling 

 
I think Spot is so excited, so happy, to 
go to school! See, his tail is wagging, 

Guiding questions to consider: 

• What will you do to tune in and engage the 
child/children with this book? 
 

• What will you say to introduce this book? 

 



 

   
 

and he is smiling. And that’s his mom, 
walking him to school. 

3,4 Miss Bear, Friends   

Oh, Spot is at school! Let’s open the 
door and see who else is at school. (Let 
child open door). Friends! I bet Spot is 
so excited, so happy, to see his friends. 

5,6 Spot Open  

Look how excited the friends are to 
sing. Let’s lift the tablecloth to see 
where Spot is. Oh, he doesn’t look 
excited to sing, he looks sad. But I bet 
he’d like it if he would just try. 

7,8 Spot, Playhouse What  

These friends are having a great time in 
the playhouse! Let’s open the door to 
see Spot (let child open door). Oh, look 
how excited he is! Spot has found the 
dress up clothes! 

9,10 Spot, Word  
Word – letters that 
go together to say 

something 

 

11,12 Spot What  

Show and tell – when 
you bring something 
from home to show 

your friends 

I think Spot looks excited, so happy, to 
show his teacher what he brought from 
home! When you bring something from 
home to show your class, it’s called 
“show and tell.” Let’s move this cactus, 
this plant, and see what he brought 
(allow child to lift flap). Oh, Spot 
brought his bone! 

13,14 Playground Where    

15,16 Spot, Story   

Look how excited Spot is to play with 
Alligator. But I think the teacher is a 
little bit astonished, or surprised, to see 
them wrestling  
when it is story time. Let’s move 
Gator’s tail (allow child to lift flap). Spot 
really does love school! 

17,18 Blue box, Paints What   

19,20    

The school day is over. I wonder where 
Spot is. Let’s lift this paper and find out 
(let child lift paper). I see Spot! And he 
doesn’t want to go home yet. I think he 
must really love school. 



 

   
 

21,22 Spot, Friends, Parents How  

Look at all the parents who came to 
pick their kids up from school! Spot said 
that school was okay, but I think that he 
had a great time.  He was so excited all 
day at school. 

Summarize (after you read) 
(How will you make sure children comprehend the story?) 

• Say “We just read about Spot’s day at school. Let’s 
look back at all of the things that Spot did while he was at 
school, and how he felt while he was there.” 

• Encourage children to point to pictures or use key 
vocabulary to name pictures.  

• Ask and model answers to simple questions for infants 
and young toddlers. 

• For older toddlers, ask simple open-ended questions 
about events, characters’ actions or feelings. One 
example for this book could be “Why didn’t Spot want to 
go home when his teacher told him that it was time?” 

• Respond to child’s answers by promoting language 

Suggested Pages 
for Summarizing 

 
Pg. 3,4 
Pg. 11,12 
Pg. 15, 16 
Pg. 19, 20 
 

Key Vocabulary 
 
 
1. Excited – very happy  
2. Astonished - 

surprised 
 

Adaptations for DLLs 
(What will you do to ensure the participation and understanding of dual language learners?) 

Read the book with DLLs in their first language. If you don’t speak the first language(s), who will you ask to read the book with 
children in their first language(s)? A family member? A community volunteer? Other staff?  
 

What book-related words will you learn in the children’s first language(s) to help them make connections across languages? Below 
you will find key vocabulary from the book translated into Spanish. Use human resources and tools like Google Translate to help 
learn how to say the key vocabulary in other first languages represented in your classroom: 

    1. Excited - Emocionado (eh-mo-see-oh-nah-doe) 
     2. Astonished - Asombrado (ah-sohm-bra-doe) 
 

• What props or materials will you use? 
• Additional supports for this book:   

 

Remember: 
*Extend the book and vocabulary to other parts of the day. 

*Find a perfect pair for your book (nonfiction paired with a storybook increases children’s connections) 
*You can cut on the dotted lines to paste or tape information directly into your book 

* 


