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Annie and the Wild Animals – Extension Activities 

  

 

Main	
  Idea-­‐	
  Pets	
  can	
  be	
  good	
  company	
  for	
  people,	
  but	
  some	
  animals	
  make	
  better	
  
pets	
  than	
  others.	
  	
  

Targeted	
  Tier	
  2	
  Vocabulary-­‐	
  Determined,	
  Disappointed,	
  Lonely,	
  Eager,	
  Relieved,	
  
Frustrated,	
  Curious,	
  Proudly,	
  Surprised,	
  Concerned	
  

Center/Large	
  Group	
   Materials	
   Activity	
   Targeted	
  
Vocabulary	
  

Writing	
   Paper,	
  pencils,	
  
markers,	
  journals,	
  
season	
  chart,	
  Annie	
  
and	
  the	
  Wild	
  
Animals	
  book	
  

Why	
  Pets	
  	
  can	
  be	
  Good	
  Company	
  

Connect	
  activity	
  to	
  story:	
  Remember,	
  Annie	
  was	
  so	
  
eager	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  pet	
  because	
  she	
  thought	
  her	
  cat	
  Taffy	
  
was	
  gone.	
  That’s	
  why	
  she	
  fed	
  the	
  wild	
  forest	
  animals	
  
corn	
  muffins,	
  because	
  she	
  was	
  trying	
  to	
  find	
  a	
  good	
  
pet	
  that	
  would	
  keep	
  her	
  company.	
  Pets	
  can	
  be	
  good	
  
company.	
  I	
  thought	
  we	
  could	
  write	
  in	
  our	
  journals	
  
today	
  about	
  why	
  we	
  think	
  pets	
  are	
  good	
  company	
  or	
  
why	
  we	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  have	
  a	
  pet.	
  Share	
  with	
  children	
  
what	
  you	
  wrote	
  in	
  your	
  journal	
  (model).	
  Have	
  them	
  
draw	
  a	
  picture	
  of	
  pet	
  they	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  have	
  or	
  one	
  
they	
  have	
  now.	
  As	
  children	
  complete	
  their	
  drawings,	
  
encourage	
  them	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  why	
  they	
  think	
  this	
  
animal	
  is	
  a	
  good	
  pet,	
  and	
  then	
  write	
  what	
  they	
  shared	
  
with	
  you.	
  

	
  

Determined,	
  
Disappointed,	
  
Lonely,	
  Eager,	
  
Relieved,	
  
Frustrated,	
  
Curious,	
  Proudly,	
  
Surprised,	
  
Concerned	
  

	
  

Arts	
  and	
  Crafts	
   Paper,	
  drawing	
  
utensils,	
  magazines	
  
that	
  include	
  
pictures	
  of	
  pets,	
  
scissors,	
  glue	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Lost	
  Cat	
  Sign	
  

When	
  Annie	
  could	
  not	
  find	
  Taffy,	
  she	
  was	
  very	
  
disappointed.	
  Have	
  the	
  children	
  create	
  "Lost	
  Cat"	
  
signs.	
  Provide	
  paper	
  and	
  drawing	
  utensils	
  for	
  the	
  
children	
  to	
  use	
  to	
  create	
  their	
  signs.	
  Provide	
  an	
  
example	
  for	
  them	
  to	
  use	
  as	
  a	
  reference.	
  The	
  children	
  
can	
  either	
  draw	
  a	
  picture	
  of	
  a	
  cat	
  for	
  the	
  poster	
  or	
  
look	
  through	
  magazines	
  to	
  find	
  pictures	
  of	
  cats	
  to	
  cut	
  
out	
  and	
  use.	
  	
  

Wild	
  Animal	
  Costumes	
  

Determined,	
  
Disappointed,	
  
Lonely,	
  Eager,	
  
Frustrated,	
  
Curious,	
  ,	
  
Concerned	
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Brown	
  bags	
  or	
  
paper	
  plates,	
  ,	
  
scissors,	
  markers,	
  
crayons,	
  scraps	
  of	
  
fur,	
  colored	
  tissue	
  
paper	
  or	
  
construction	
  paper	
  
Annie	
  and	
  the	
  Wild	
  
Animals	
  book	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Paint,	
  small	
  
brushes,	
  crayons,	
  
markers,	
  white	
  
drawing	
  paper,	
  	
  
Annie	
  and	
  the	
  Wild	
  
Animals	
  book	
  
	
  

Have	
  the	
  children	
  create	
  costumes	
  similar	
  to	
  the	
  wild	
  
animals	
  in	
  the	
  book.	
  (Show	
  illustrations	
  so	
  children	
  
can	
  see	
  wild	
  animals)	
  Use	
  brown	
  paper	
  grocery	
  bags,	
  
or	
  paper	
  plates	
  for	
  masks.	
  Cut	
  out	
  holes	
  for	
  mouth	
  
and	
  eyes	
  ahead	
  of	
  time	
  for	
  safety	
  reasons.	
  Provide	
  
crayons,	
  craft	
  fur	
  and	
  other	
  simple	
  materials	
  to	
  
decorate	
  the	
  masks.	
  For	
  instance,	
  they	
  could	
  create	
  a	
  
bear	
  costume	
  by	
  gluing	
  brown	
  craft	
  fur	
  to	
  the	
  bag	
  and	
  
cutting	
  felt	
  or	
  craft	
  foam	
  for	
  the	
  ears	
  and	
  nose.	
  Make	
  
paws	
  by	
  add	
  fur	
  to	
  old	
  winter	
  gloves.	
  You	
  could	
  also	
  
use	
  only	
  paint	
  to	
  paint	
  the	
  costumes	
  

Forest	
  Scenes	
  

Talk	
  about	
  the	
  forest	
  scenes	
  in	
  the	
  story	
  illustrations.	
  
Children	
  can	
  create	
  forest	
  scenes	
  and	
  include	
  wild	
  
animals	
  that	
  would	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  forest.	
  

Math	
  	
   Copied	
  pictures	
  
from	
  Annie	
  and	
  The	
  
Wild	
  Animals	
  

Sequencing	
  Activity:	
  
Copy	
  pictures	
  from	
  Annie	
  and	
  The	
  Wild	
  Animals.	
  	
  Have	
  
children	
  sequence	
  pictures	
  in	
  order	
  of	
  how	
  they	
  occur	
  
in	
  the	
  story.	
  Provide	
  a	
  long	
  piece	
  of	
  paper	
  that	
  is	
  
separated	
  into	
  four	
  sections.	
  Drawing	
  an	
  arrow	
  on	
  the	
  
first	
  space	
  helps	
  children	
  to	
  know	
  to	
  arrange	
  the	
  
pictures	
  from	
  left	
  to	
  right.	
  
Provide	
  support	
  as	
  children	
  are	
  sequencing	
  pictures.	
  
Encourage	
  them	
  to	
  talk	
  about	
  what	
  is	
  happening	
  in	
  
each	
  picture.	
  Help	
  them	
  understand	
  how	
  events	
  are	
  
related	
  to	
  each	
  other.	
  

Determined,	
  
Disappointed,	
  
Lonely,	
  Eager,	
  
Relieved,	
  
Frustrated,	
  
Curious,	
  Proudly,	
  
Surprised,	
  
Concerned,	
  first,	
  
next,	
  last,	
  
second,	
  third,	
  
fourth	
  etc.	
  

Science	
  	
   Ingredients	
  for	
  corn	
  
cakes,	
  recipe	
  chart	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
Chart	
  paper,	
  pens,	
  
bowl	
  of	
  ice,	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  book.	
  	
  

Make	
  Corn	
  Cakes	
  (using	
  a	
  simple	
  cornbread	
  recipe)	
  
	
  
REAL	
  Time	
  activity-­‐	
  	
  
Temperature	
  Changes	
  in	
  Snow:	
  
During	
  your	
  first	
  large	
  group	
  of	
  the	
  day	
  (e.g.,	
  morning	
  
meeting)	
  call	
  attention	
  to	
  the	
  solid	
  ice	
  cubes	
  you	
  just	
  
got	
  from	
  the	
  freezer	
  where	
  the	
  temperature	
  is	
  extra	
  
cold.	
  Tell	
  them	
  really	
  cold	
  temperature	
  is	
  necessary	
  
for	
  snow	
  and	
  ice	
  to	
  stay	
  in	
  solid	
  form.	
  But	
  if	
  the	
  
temperature	
  gets	
  warmer,	
  it	
  will	
  change.	
  Tell	
  them	
  
you	
  are	
  going	
  to	
  place	
  the	
  ice	
  in	
  an	
  area	
  where	
  they	
  
can	
  observe	
  or	
  watch	
  it	
  throughout	
  the	
  day.	
  
Encourage	
  them	
  write	
  or	
  draw	
  the	
  changes	
  that	
  they	
  
observe	
  on	
  the	
  chart	
  paper	
  provided.	
  
*Later	
  in	
  the	
  day,	
  after	
  ice	
  has	
  melted,	
  talk	
  about	
  how	
  
the	
  warmer	
  temperature	
  changes	
  snow	
  and	
  ice.	
  
*Refer	
  to	
  Real	
  Time	
  book	
  Snow:	
  pages	
  2	
  &	
  7	
  for	
  REAL	
  
Time	
  	
  

Solid,	
  melt,	
  
liquid,	
  Recipe,	
  
Ingredients,	
  
Determined,	
  
Proudly,	
  
Surprised,	
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Dramatic	
  Play	
   coats,	
  hats,	
  scarves,	
  

boots,	
  gloves,	
  
mittens,	
  	
  
	
  
wild	
  animal	
  masks,	
  
stuffed	
  animals,	
  or	
  
puppets	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
empty	
  milk,	
  
cornmeal	
  and	
  
cooking	
  oil	
  
containers,	
  mixing	
  
bowl,	
  muffin	
  tins	
  

Dress	
  Up:	
  Add	
  winter	
  clothing	
  to	
  your	
  dress-­‐up	
  area	
  so	
  
children	
  can	
  pretend	
  to	
  get	
  ready	
  for	
  a	
  snowy	
  day.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
Acting	
  Out	
  the	
  Story:	
  Create	
  an	
  area	
  where	
  children	
  
can	
  act	
  out	
  Annie	
  and	
  the	
  Wild	
  Animals.	
  Include	
  some	
  
of	
  the	
  wild	
  animals	
  (stuffed	
  animals,	
  puppets	
  or	
  
animal	
  masks)	
  from	
  the	
  book	
  (wolves,	
  deer,	
  moose,	
  
cat,	
  wildcat,	
  bear,	
  etc.)	
  	
  
	
  
Kitchen	
  Cooks:	
  Children	
  can	
  pretend	
  to	
  make	
  corn	
  
meal	
  cakes	
  using	
  a	
  recipe.	
  empty	
  milk,	
  oil	
  and	
  corn	
  
meal	
  containers	
  ,	
  measuring	
  cups,	
  spoons	
  and	
  mixing	
  
bowls	
  and	
  muffin	
  tins.	
  
	
  
	
  

Recipe,	
  
ingredients,	
  

Determined,	
  
Disappointed,	
  
Lonely,	
  Eager,	
  
Relieved,	
  
Frustrated,	
  
Curious,	
  Proudly,	
  
Surprised,	
  
Concerned	
  

	
  

	
  
Reading	
  Center/	
  
Library	
  

	
  
Annie	
  and	
  the	
  Wild	
  
Animals	
  

How	
  the	
  author	
  did	
  special	
  or	
  unique	
  illustrations	
  for	
  
the	
  story,	
  Annie	
  and	
  The	
  Wild	
  Animals:	
  

1.	
  Notice	
  the	
  pictures	
  on	
  the	
  edge	
  of	
  the	
  page.	
  We	
  call	
  
these	
  borders.	
  See	
  how	
  the	
  illustrator	
  of	
  this	
  story	
  
added	
  pictures	
  on	
  the	
  edges	
  of	
  these	
  two	
  pages.	
  I	
  
think	
  she	
  did	
  this	
  to	
  help	
  us	
  understand	
  what	
  is	
  
happening	
  in	
  the	
  story.	
  	
  ,The	
  first	
  border	
  lets	
  us	
  know	
  
that	
  it	
  is	
  winter	
  by	
  showing	
  pictures	
  of	
  winter	
  clothing.	
  	
  
The	
  second	
  border	
  shows	
  Taffy	
  the	
  cat.	
  Here	
  are	
  other	
  
picture	
  clues:	
  	
  

2.	
  Notice	
  how	
  the	
  border	
  at	
  the	
  bottom	
  of	
  the	
  page	
  
gives	
  us	
  a	
  clue	
  about	
  to	
  which	
  animal	
  is	
  going	
  to	
  
appear	
  next.	
  	
  

3.	
  Find	
  the	
  cat	
  in	
  the	
  borders.	
  Where	
  is	
  the	
  cat	
  
spending	
  her	
  time?	
  What	
  information	
  do	
  the	
  readers	
  
know	
  that	
  Annie	
  still	
  doesn't	
  know?	
  (Cat	
  has	
  kittens.)	
  	
  

4.	
  How	
  can	
  we	
  tell	
  by	
  this	
  border	
  that	
  the	
  season	
  is	
  
changing	
  and	
  spring	
  is	
  on	
  the	
  way?	
  (Robins	
  begin	
  to	
  
appear.)	
  

5.	
  Show	
  children	
  how	
  they	
  can	
  also	
  begin	
  to	
  illustrate	
  
their	
  stories	
  and	
  pictures	
  with	
  borders.	
  Begin	
  with	
  
simple	
  pictures	
  	
  to	
  illustrate	
  who	
  and	
  what	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  
story,	
  then	
  add	
  pictures	
  of	
  events	
  

	
  

Determined,	
  
Disappointed,	
  
Lonely,	
  Eager,	
  
Relieved,	
  
Frustrated,	
  
Curious,	
  Proudly,	
  
Surprised,	
  
Concerned	
  

	
  

	
  

Sensory	
  Table	
  	
   Fake	
  snow	
  or	
  moon	
  
sand	
  

	
  	
  Fake	
  Snow:	
  Mix	
  3	
  cups	
  of	
  baking	
  soda	
  to	
  1/2	
  cup	
  hair	
  
conditioner.	
  Keep	
  adding	
  until	
  it	
  makes	
  the	
  amount	
  
needed	
  for	
  your	
  sensory	
  table	
  	
  
	
  
http://mommasfunworld.blogspot.com/2013/01/fake-­‐
sensory-­‐snow-­‐that-­‐feels-­‐real.html	
  
	
  
White	
  Moon	
  Sand:	
  Provide	
  objects	
  that	
  make	
  tracks	
  in	
  
the	
  moon	
  sand	
  such	
  as	
  plastic	
  animals	
  	
  

Determined,	
  
Disappointed,	
  
Lonely,	
  Eager,	
  
Relieved,	
  
Frustrated,	
  
Curious,	
  Proudly,	
  
Surprised,	
  
Concerned	
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Hibernation	
  Song	
  	
  

Sung	
  to:	
  "Are	
  you	
  sleeping"	
  

Bear	
  is	
  sleeping,	
  bear	
  is	
  sleeping	
  
In	
  the	
  cave,	
  In	
  the	
  cave.	
  
I	
  wonder	
  when	
  he'll	
  come	
  out.	
  I	
  wonder	
  when	
  he'll	
  come	
  out.	
  
In	
  the	
  spring,	
  In	
  the	
  spring.	
  
	
  
Birds	
  are	
  flying,	
  birds	
  are	
  flying	
  
In	
  the	
  sky,	
  in	
  the	
  sky.	
  
I	
  wonder	
  when	
  they'll	
  come	
  back,	
  I	
  wonder	
  when	
  they'll	
  come	
  back,	
  
In	
  the	
  spring,	
  in	
  the	
  spring.	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

 
 

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

	
  

Circle	
  Time/	
  
Morning	
  Message	
  

Poems	
  and	
  songs	
  	
   Engage	
  children	
  in	
  poems	
  or	
  songs	
  about	
  winter,	
  
snow,	
  wild	
  animals	
  or	
  hibernation.	
  
	
  
Feelings	
  Poster:	
  Proud,	
  Pleased,	
  Frustrated,	
  Confused,	
  
Determined.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  

Determined,	
  
Disappointed,	
  
Lonely,	
  Eager,	
  
Relieved,	
  
Frustrated,	
  
Curious,	
  Proudly,	
  
Surprised,	
  
Concerned	
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