
 

 

Vowel Classification Chart 
 

Manner of Articulation: How is the Vowel Sound Produced? 

Type Description Vowels 

Lax Mouth is loose and relaxed /a/ /e/ /i/ /o/ /u/ /o͝o/ /aw/ 

Tense Mouth is in a tightened 
position 

/ā/ /ē/ /ī/ /ō/ /o͞o/-/yo͞o/ 

Diphthongs Mouth changes from one 
position to the next 

/oi/ /ow/ 

R-Controlled The letter “r” affects the 
sound of the vowel that 
comes before it. 

/ěr/ /ôr/ /âr/ 

Schwa Found in unaccented 
syllables in multisyllabic 
word. Usually makes the /u/ 
sound. 

/ə/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

The Vowel with Word Examples 
 

Vowel 

Vowel Example Words Type 

/a/ apple, sat, glad, have Lax 

/e/ edge, red, said, head Lax 

/i/ itch, lit, flip, gym Lax 

/o/ octopus, pot, logs, watch Lax 

/u/ up, cut, hugs, love Lax 

/o͝o/ foot, books, put, would Lax 

/aw/ saw, paws, cough Lax 

/ā/ bake, tail, ray, steak Tense 

/ē/ teeth, bead, field, keys Tense 

/ī/ lime, tight, mild, dry Tense 

/ō/ rope, soap, blow, sew Tense 

/o͞o/  
/yo͞o/ 

hoot, blue, soup, due, cute, few, 
music 

Tense 

/oi/ boil, coils, toy, loyal Diphthong 

/ow/ out, cloud, now, plow Diphthong 

/ěr/  bird, turn, her R-Controlled 

/ôr/ fork, corn, four R-Controlled 

/âr/ car, dark, heart R-Controlled 

/ə/ area, easily, data, gallop Schwa 

 
Based on Moats 2005. 


