
 

 

Older Toddlers Curriculum Support 

Theme Connections: Nature, Animals, Plants, Living things, Insects, Life Cycles, Ecology 
                                                                         

  

                                                                             

FEBRUARY INQUIRY QUESTIONS: 
 HOW DOES THE WORLD WORK? HOW ARE LIVING THINGS CONNECTED TO EACH OTHER AND TO THE EARTH?  

WHAT DO ALL LIVING THINGS NEED?  HOW AND WHY DO THEY CHANGE AND GROW? 
 

Use child directed 
speech, touch, 
and a joyful, 

nurturing voice.

Read the Child: 
Stay tuned in to 

children’s 
interests 

throughout the 
read.

Connect to 
children’s life 

experiences while 
reading.

Model book handling 
skills without 

interrupting the flow 
of the story. “Let’s 

turn the page and see 
what happens next.” 

After reading-
encourage 

children to point 
to pictures or use 
key vocabulary to 

name pictures.

After reading, ask 
open-ended 

questions about 
events and the 

actions and feelings 
of characters.

Honor and 
respond to all 
attempts to 

communicate, in 
any language!

Supports for Dual Language Learners
Prepare for your read aloud:

•Familiarize yourself with the focus words in English and in the children’s first languages. 
•Explore cognates related to the story. Cognates are words that share the same root, sound similarly and have the same meaning, e.g., elephant and elefante (Spanish). 
•If you do not speak the child’s first language, think of who – a colleague, volunteer, or a family member – can support you in reading or introducing the book in the child’s language. Even 

when the book is only available in English, adults can talk with the child about the pictures in their first language. 

When you are ready to read the book: 
•Read the book first or introduce the book in the child’s first language (either do it yourself or ask someone to help you). 
•Then, read the book in English on a different day. 
•Ideally, reads with DLLs should be done in small groups. You can group children who speak the same first language together. 

During the read:
•Ideally, when possible, read the book in English with DLLs in a small group.
•Make connections for focus words between English and first language. For example, you can say “contar (kohn-tahr) is how you say count in Spanish. 1..2..3.." 
•Point out cognates. For example, you can say, “Different is diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh) in Spanish."

After the read: 
•Make connections between English and first language of focus words as you use them throughout the day.
•Consider planning connected activities in the first language of the children - for example, a connected song!



 

 

Anchor Books Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending 
on the stage of language development of the children in your 
classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus 
words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the child/children in 
playful and loving interactions and capture 
the child’s/ children’s interest in the book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the 
book’s cover. Name 
the title of the book 
and the purpose for 
reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to the 
introductory statement.  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree 
by Britta 

Teckentrup 

Gather/reunir (rreyoo-neer): to come together/juntar  

Change/cambiar (kahm-byahr): to make something different/hacer 
que algo sea diferente 

Appear/aparecer (ah-pah-reh-sehr): to show up/dejarse ver  

Grow/crecer (kreh-sehr): to get bigger/hacerse más grande  

PAT: 
P: owl, tree, shoots, trees, bear cubs, blossoms, leaves, squirrels, fox 
cubs, birds, leafy, flowers, foxes, sun, bees, sky, apples, stars, 
ground, grass, clouds, sky, red leaves, food, snow, forest floor, 
snow; owl  A: peeping (move hand to come up slowly); fall, growing, 
breeze blowing, sniff the air, sway to and fro, tumble, wind blows, 
shiver, gone to sleep  T: still: quiet and not moving; chill: cold; 
melting: turning from snow into water; spring: when things start to 
grow and the trees and plants become green; scamper: run quickly; 
flit: fly quickly; shimmer: shine; damp: a little wet; gathered: 
collected; shelter: a safe place ; prepare: get ready; silent: no sound 

Use the song by Raffi “Shake Your Sillies 
Out” and replace “sillies” with “leaves.” 
Stand up and dance to the song. 

Sing – 

Shake Your Leaves Out 
Gotta shake, shake, shake the leaves out 

Shake, shake, shake the leaves out 
Shake, shake, shake the leaves out 

And wiggle the leaves away 
 

Hey friends! Look at 
what I see. This book 
is called Tree and has 
lots of different trees 
and talks about how 
they change. Let’s 
read and see how the 
tree changes and what 
things appear or show 
up. 

What a fun story! We saw 
all the different ways the 
tree changed and the 
different things that 
appeared or showed up. 
Let’s look back and see 
how it changed. Why did 
the tree change? Why did 
the animals appear and 
then leave again? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Trees: A Count 
and Find Primer  

by Greg Paprocki 

Count/contar (kohn-tahr) 

Different/diferente (dee-feh-rehn-teh): not the same/algo que no 
es lo mismo o igual a otra cosa 

Variety/variedad (bah-ryeh-dahd): many different kinds of one 
thing/muchos tipos diferentes de una cosa 

Explore/explorer (ehks-ploh-rahr): to look around carefully and see 
what we can learn and discover/mirar a nuestro alrededor 
cuidadosamente a ver qué podemos aprender y descubrir 

PAT: 
P: Mangrove Tree, Banyan Tree, Live Oak Tree, Juniper Tree, Giant 
Sequoia, Sycamore Tree, Red Maple, Quaking Aspen Tree, Dogwood 
Tree, Ponderosa Pine Tree  A: With children, count out the number 
of trees on each page as you point. T: If children or adults are 
interested in learning more about these beautiful trees, turn to the 
information about each one at the end of the book and tell or talk 
about these trees. 

Who likes to count? Will you count to ten 
with me? Let’s warm up our counting 
fingers. (Wiggle your fingers as you count) 

 

*Try counting in the languages of children 
in your classroom. 

This book is called 
Trees: A Count and 
Find Primer. It is all 
about beautiful trees. 
Let’s read and see the 
variety of different 
trees we can find and 
count.  

We saw such a variety of 
different types of trees. 
Let’s look back and see all 
the different trees the 
children explored.  How 
are the trees different? 



 

 

 
Anchor 
Books 

Key Vocabulary- English + Spanish 
Focus on tier 2 words. 

Feel free to use some or all of the suggested new words depending on the stage 
of language development of the children in your classroom. 

For DLLs, you may need to also include some Tier 1 words as focus words. 

Tune-In Examples  
How will you engage the 
child/children in playful and loving 
interactions and capture the 
child’s/ children’s interest in the 
book?  

Introduce  
Draw attention to the 
illustration on the book’s 
cover. Name the title of 
the book and the purpose 
for reading.  

Summarizing 
Statement  
Make sure summarizing 
statement connects to 
the introductory 
statement.  
(Include an example of 
open-ended question.) 

 
 
 
 
 

Tap the 
Magic Tree  

by Christie 
Matheson 

Patient/paciente (pah-syehn-teh): to be willing wait, sometimes for a long 
time/estar dispuesto a esperar, a veces por mucho tiempo  

Gentle/amable (ah-mah-bleh): to do in a soft, easy way/que se comparte en 
forma agradable, suave  

Pat/dar palmaditas suaves (dahr   pahl-mah-dee-tah   swah-beh): tap softly/dar 
golpecitos suaves  

Shake/sacudir (sah-koo-deer): move something from one side to the other 
quickly/mover algo de un lado al otro con fuerza 

Movement/movimiento (moh-bee-myehn-toh): not still/cuando no estás quieto 

Warm/cálido (kah-lee-doh): not too cold, not too hot/caliente  

PAT: 
P: tree, bud, petals, apples, leaves, snow A: tap, turn page, tap with children and 
count together, rub, jiggle, wiggle, brush, blow the tree a kiss, shake, knock, pat, 
blow a whooshing breeze, clap your hands, close eyes and count to ten 
T: magic: special and amazing things 

Use the song by Raffi “Shake Your 
Sillies Out” and replace “sillies” 
with “leaves.” Stand up and dance 
to the song. 

Sing – 

Shake Your Leaves Out 
Gotta shake, shake, shake the 

leaves out 
Shake, shake, shake the leaves 

out 
Shake, shake, shake the leaves 

out 
And wiggle the leaves away 

Hi friends, we are going to 
read this story called, Tap 
the Magic Tree. Let’s read 
and find out all the ways 
this tree changes. 

Wow, friends! We did 
lots of different 
movements to the 
tree! The tree changed 
every time we touched 
it.  

How did our 
movements change the 
tree? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All About 
Weather: A 

first 
weather 
book for 

kids 
by Huda Harajli 

Weather/clima (klee-mah): what you see and feel outside/lo que ves y sientes 
cuando vas afuera 

Enjoy/disfrutar (dees-froo-tahr): to do something to have fun/hacer algo 
divertido 

Prepare/preparer (preh-pah-rahr): to get ready for/alistarse para algo  

Seasons/estaciones (ehs-tah-syohn): how it looks and feels outside at different 
times/tiempos del año en que las cosas afuera lucen diferente  

PAT: 
P: sky, spring, summer, fall, winter, flowers, sun, leaves change color, snow, 
middle of the earth, thermometer, shades, Earth, sunscreen, bike, beach, hat, 
kite, bubbles, windmills, clouds, droplets, shapes in the clouds, umbrella, rain, 
book, window, boots, snow angel, ice skating, lightning, rain, playing games, 
window, rainbow  A: help child ‘feel’ wind, rise up, listen  T: The text of this book 
tells and defines. You might find based on children’s interest that you want to 
discuss more of these ideas. 

Sing –    Look Outside 

Look outside now; can you say 
What the weather is like today? 
Is there sunshine, is there rain, 
Is wind blowing down the lane? 

 Are there snowflakes falling 
down, 

Are there big clouds floating 
around? 

Look outside now; can you say 
What the weather is like today? 

(To the tune of: “Twinkle, Twinkle 
Little Star”)  

https://www.kidsparkz.com/presc
hool-sings-weather.html  

This book is called All 
about Weather. Let’s read 
and find out about all the 
different types of weather 
and how we can enjoy 
different types of 
weather. 

(Note- this is a longer non-
fiction book so you will 
want to read and discuss 
one topic at a time. We 
recommend you make 
these determinations 
based on the current 
weather or season or 
what you are discussing 
that day.) 

We explored lots of 
different types of 
weather and how 
children enjoyed all the 
different types of 
weather. How did the 
children enjoy the 
different types of 
weather? 

https://www.kidsparkz.com/preschool-sings-weather.html
https://www.kidsparkz.com/preschool-sings-weather.html
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