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Assessment
Phonics Skill Inventory with 
Real and Nonsense Words



How to Administer the Phonics 
Formative Assessment

• The Phonics Formative Assessment consists of 
many areas to check the efficacy of phonics 
instruction.

• Give the student the “Student Sheet” to read from.

• Point to each word and prompt the student, “What is 
this word?”.

• Complete the real words on the top row. The 
student can read the words across on their own, or 
you can prompt them for each term if necessary.

• Complete the nonsense words on the bottom row. 
The student can read the words across on their own, 
or you can prompt them for each term if necessary.

• If the student reads the word correctly, place a 
checkmark in the box below. If the student reads the 
word incorrectly, write the phonetic spelling of what 
the student reads in the box below the term.

• Place the total number correct in the box that says 
“Total” on the Scoring Sheet.



Ranges of Scores

Real Words
Mastery Review Reteach

8 – 10 
correct

6-7
correct

0-5
correct

• Please note the ranges for real words and nonsense words
differ.

• Students may recognize real words from text, or previous
exposure, therefore the criterion is higher than nonsense
words.

• Ensure to write the total number correct in the “Total
Score” box on the bottom right of the page.

Nonsense Words
Mastery Review Reteach

6 – 10 
correct

4-5
correct

0-3
correct

Total Score



Teacher  
Sheets 



Short Vowel A
Real Words

rag sap mat cab fan

Nonsense Words

kab maf ral sav naj

Total Score

Short Vowel E
Real Words

pen beg fed let wed

Nonsense Words

mez heb dep bev kex

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Short Vowel I
Real Words

lip him sit rid kin

Nonsense Words

mif ril hiz kig bis

Total Score

Short Vowel O
Real Words

hog fox not job cot

Nonsense Words

loj dop tov roz pol

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Short Vowel U
Real Words

pup nut tug cub gum

Nonsense Words

wub duz vus fum nuk

Total Score

Short Vowels (All)
Real Words

jam dog yum led hit

Nonsense Words

kom fej nif vut wap

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Digraphs (initial ch, th, sh, qu)
Real Words

what quiz chip sham than

Nonsense Words

choz shon quem thil whuf

Total Score

Digraphs (Final sh, ch, th, ck)
Real Words

much sock hash rich bath

Nonsense Words

fosh vech noth mick dach

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Consonant Blends  (Initial -l)
Real Words

clip glam plot blob slid

Nonsense Words

plun blon flup cleg gloz

Total Score

Consonant Blends (Initial –r)
Real Words

drum frog grim trap prom

Nonsense Words

cral trov brin frez draf

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Real Words

stop span scat skit smog

Nonsense Words

smun scul skosh spuf stek

Consonant Blends  (Initial s-)

Total Score

Consonant Blends (Final)
Real Words

loft jump milk palm cold

Nonsense Words

tept rand hism zift yosp

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Long Vowel A
Real Words

pane case wage bake rate

zade vane mape fale sate

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Long Vowel I
Real Words

wife pile bite tide ripe

fike jine lize mise zime

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Long Vowel O
Real Words

dome tone poke rose hole

gofe sote jone nofe moxe

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Long Vowel U
Real Words

tube dude huge cute rule

wuze vute zule nube duse

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Vowel Teams (-ai-, -ay)
Real Words

play fail maid rain day

vaik quay tay jaip glay

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Vowel Teams (-au-, -aw-)
Real Words

vault maul jaw haul caw

waw baw shauf daw zaun

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Vowel Teams (-oa-, -oe-)
Real Words

foe oat toe coal doe

moaf voe thoal roek zoan

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Vowel Teams (-oi-, -oy)
Real Words

coin boy foil joy toy

moy soip goy hoif proil

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



R- Controlled Vowels
Real Words

corn herd whirl farm urn

pard nurz clorp vern jirp

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Variant Vowels
Real Words

clown read pie crook ouch

shielf moul drow veak foon

Nonsense Words

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Complex Consonants
Real Words

gnaw circle page gym knit

Nonsense Words

knafe gype cile gite gnef

Total Score

Multisyllabic Words
Real Words

supply interest discover firefly frolic

Nonsense Words
larpun zimlurtof shimpoz clarovat bundar

Total Score

Name: _________________   Date: ___________

Name: _________________   Date: ___________



Student 
Sheets 



Short Vowel A
Real Words

rag sap mat cab fan

Nonsense Words

kab maf ral sav naj

Short Vowel E
Real Words

pen beg fed let wed

Nonsense Words

mez heb dep bev kex



Short Vowel I
Real Words

lip him sit rid kin

Nonsense Words

mif ril hiz kig bis

Short Vowel O
Real Words

hog fox not job cot

Nonsense Words

loj dop tov roz pol



Short Vowel U
Real Words

pup nut tug cub gum

Nonsense Words

wub duz vus fum nuk

Short Vowels (All)
Real Words

jam dog yum led hit

Nonsense Words

kom fej nif vut wap



Digraphs (initial ch, th, sh, qu)
Real Words

what quiz chip sham than

Nonsense Words

choz shon quem thil whuf

Digraphs (Final sh, ch, th, ck)
Real Words

much sock hash rich bath

Nonsense Words

fosh vech noth mick dach



Consonant Blends  (Initial -l)
Real Words

clip glam plot blob slid

Nonsense Words

plun blon flup cleg gloz

Consonant Blends (Initial –r)
Real Words

drum frog grim trap prom

Nonsense Words

cral trov brin frez draf



Consonant Blends  (Initial s-)
Real Words

stop span scat skit smog

Nonsense Words

smun scul skosh spuf stek

Consonant Blends (Final)
Real Words

loft jump milk palm cold

Nonsense Words

tept rand hism zift yosp



Long Vowel A
Real Words

pane case wage bake rate

Nonsense Words

zade vane mape fale sate

Long Vowel I
Real Words

wife pile bite tide ripe

fike jine lize mise zime

Nonsense Words



Long Vowel O
Real Words

dome tone poke rose hole

gofe sote jone nofe moxe

Nonsense Words

Long Vowel U
Real Words

tube dude huge cute rule

wuze vute zule nube duse

Nonsense Words



Vowel Teams (-ai-, -ay)
Real Words

play fail maid rain day

vaik quay tay jaip glay

Nonsense Words

Vowel Teams (-au-, -aw-)
Real Words

vault maul jaw haul caw

waw baw shauf daw zaun

Nonsense Words



Vowel Teams (-oa-, -oe-)
Real Words

foe oat toe coal doe

moaf voe thoal roek zoan

Nonsense Words

Vowel Teams (-oi-, -oy)
Real Words

coin boy foil joy toy

moy soip goy hoif proil

Nonsense Words



R- Controlled Vowels
Real Words

corn herd whirl farm urn

pard nurz clorp vern jirp

Nonsense Words

Variant Vowels
Real Words

clown read pie crook ouch

shielf moul drow veak foon

Nonsense Words



Complex Consonants
Real Words

gnaw circle page gym knit

Nonsense Words

knafe gype cile gite gnef

Multisyllabic Words
Real Words

supply interest discover firefly frolic

Nonsense Words
larpun zimlurtof shimpoz clarovat bundar
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