
 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking. 

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story: (to the tune of Three Blind Mice) I'm a lion, I'm a 
lion, Hear me roar, hear me roar. I love to sleep out in the sun, And chase other animals just for fun. In all the jungle,      
I'm Number One, I'm a lion. 
Story Title: Dandelion                                                                  Author: Don Freeman 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: This is a lion named 
Dandelion. He is wearing fancy 
clothes and has a fancy curly hairdo. I 
wonder why Dandelion is all dressed 
up in fancy clothes. Let’s read and find 
out.  

Purpose of Read: Remember, 
Dandelion dressed up fancy for 
Jennifer’s party because he received a 
fancy invitation. But Jennifer doesn’t 
recognize him when he arrives at the 
party. I wonder how that made 
Dandelion feel. Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
the story so well, I would like for you 
to help tell it. I wonder why Jennifer 
Giraffe was so excited to see 
Dandelion the second time he came 
to her house. Let’s read and find out.  

Main Idea: Your friends like you just the way you are. They want you to be yourself.  
P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 
Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 1 Dandelion Stretched, yawned  

Pg. 2 Window Blinked Exercises- movements you do to keep your body strong 
and healthy 

Pg. 3 Mailbox, letter  Fancy- when something looks extra nice 

Pg. 4   Taffy- a kind of chewy candy 
Come as you are- means not to dress up 

Pg. 6 Barbershop  Barbershop- where men go to get their hair cut 
Pg. 7 Lou Kangaroo  Trimmed- cut just a little bit 
Pg. 8 Shampoo  Shampoo- to wash hair 
Pg. 9 Manicure  Manicure- get your nails cleaned and trimmed 

Pg. 10 Mane  
Mane- the hair on a lion’s head 
Foolish- silly 
Unrulish- a silly, made up word that means messed up 

Pg. 11 Magazine  Suggest- give an idea to someone as a choice 
Pg. 12   Agreed- thought the same thing 
Pg. 14   Magnificent- wonderful, great 
Pg. 15   Elegant- really beautiful, extra nice looking 
Pg. 16 Theodore the Tailor  Tailor- someone who makes clothes 
Pg. 18 Happy Crane   
Pg. 19   Hostess- the person who is having the party 
Pg. 20 Bouquet  Bouquet- a bunch of flowers 

Pg. 23 Jennifer Giraffe Surprised   

Pg. 25   Address- information that tells where someone lives 

Pg. 27  Roared Mistake- did something wrong 



 

Pg. 31   Torrents- large amounts of water coming down at once, 
not in little raindrops 

Pg. 32   Unfurled- his hair became straight again, the curls went 
away 

Pg. 34 Beaming   
Pg. 36 Dandelion flowers  Protected- kept safe  
Pg. 39   Cloudburst- sudden rainstorm 

Pg. 43   Flustered- upset and nervous 
Apologize- to say sorry 

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your 
reads and throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
 
1. Disappointed- sad that things didn’t work out the way you wanted them to 
2. Reflection- what a mirror shows 
3. Recognize- to know who someone is 
4. Familiar- to already know someone or something 
5. Appearance- the way someone or something looks 

 



 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 
place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 
directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 
1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 18 

I’m thinking that the invitation 
(show page 3) Dandelion received 
was so fancy that he thought the 
party would be fancy. He thought 
he needed to look fancy too, so 
he changed his appearance. 

Pg. 3 

I think Dandelion feels eager to 
open the envelope to see what’s 
inside. 

Choose a few pages of the 
book that include significant 
events.  
 
Use the following scaffolds 
to elicit responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 3 
Pg. 10 
Pg. 18 
Pg. 24 
Pg. 25 
Pg. 27 
Pg. 28 
Pg. 35 
Pg. 39 
Pg. 40 
Pg. 43 
Pg. 44 

Pg. 25 

Jennifer doesn’t recognize 
Dandelion because he looks so 
different. She is not familiar with 
him looking so fancy. Remember, 
he doesn’t usually look this way. 
He changed his appearance.  

Pg. 10 

Look at Dandelion’s face! I think 
he’s shocked to see his reflection. 
He wants to look nice for the 
party, but he doesn’t seem happy 
about his haircut. 

Pg. 27 

Oh no! Jennifer invited Dandelion 
to her party and he really wanted 
to go. But know she won’t let him 
in because she does not recognize 
him! I wonder what Dandelion will 
do. 

Pg. 18 

I think Dandelion feels really 
proud about how fancy he looks 
with his new clothes and hairdo. 

Pg. 35 

Look at Dandelion now. The big 
rainstorm has ruined his fancy 
hairdo and clothes. Now he looks 
the way he did before he made all 
those changes (show page 3). 

Pg. 24 

Look at Dandelion’s face. He 
looks confused. He’s probably 
thinking, “Why doesn’t she know 
who I am?” 

Pg. 39 
This time Jennifer did recognize 
him because he looked familiar in 
his ordinary clothes and hairdo.  

Pg. 25 
 

Oh no. Jennifer Giraffe does not 
recognize Dandelion. 

   Pg. 27 
I think Dandelion is feeling upset. 
He doesn’t understand why 
Jennifer Giraffe closed the door. 

   Pg. 28 

Dandelion must be really 
disappointed. He spent so much 
time getting ready for the party, 
and his friend didn’t even 
recognize him. 

   Pg. 40 

Dandelion must be happy that his 
friends finally recognize him. He’s 
probably thinking that his friends 
like him without fancy clothes or 

hair. 

  Pg. 43 
I think Miss Giraffe is 
embarrassed. She can’t believe 
she didn’t recognize her friend. 



 

 

Ask Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you 
stated before reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did Dandelion want to 
change the way he looked for the 
party? 

How did Dandelion feel when his 
friend Jennifer did not recognize 
him? Why did he feel that way? 

Why was Jennifer Giraffe so 
excited to see Dandelion when 
she opened the door the second 
time? 

Respond Scaffold children’s responses by:  
• Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 
• Using proper grammar & syntax 
• Modeling rich vocabulary 
• Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

*If children have difficulty responding to open ended wh-questions consider using the following 
scaffolds: 

• Provide a forced choice (ex. Is it ________ or _______?). Let the child supply the answer. 
• Begin a sentence and let the child finish (He ran away after he __________.) 
• Provide semantic cues and let the child finish.  (Teacher: What do you call the place where 

we live with our families? We eat and sleep there. It is our________.) 
• Provide phonemic cues and let the child finish a word (ex. He performed tricks for 

his…Teacher: /f/… Child: family). 

Main Idea 
 
Your friends like you just the way you are. They want you to be yourself. 
 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension 
activities).  For Example:   
 
Dramatic Play: Provide children with fancy dress up clothes and party supplies. They can throw parties 
and invite friends just like Jennifer Giraffe.  
 
Writing Center: Provide children with supplies to write their own fancy party invitations.  
 
Reading Center- Create a class book using photos of your students. Allow them to paint or draw on 
fancy party clothes. Put the pictures together into a book. Students can see if they recognize their friends 
with fancy clothes.  

 
Supports 
for Dual 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox 
Campus. 

  Pg. 44 
I bet Dandelion is feeling so 
happy to know that his friends 
like him just the way he is. 



 

Language 
Learners 

• Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 
• When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  

 
• Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  

A connected Focus Word Visual set resource is available in the Cox Campus Resource Library. 

• How do you say these focus words in the home language? (Spanish below) 

1. Disappointed: decepcionado (deh-sep-see-oh-nah-dough) 
2. Reflection: reflejo (reh-flay-hoe) 
3. Recognize: reconocer (reh-con-oh-sair) 
4. Familiar: familiar (fah-mil-ee-ar) 
5. Appearance: apariencia (ah-pair-ee-en-see-ah) 
 
Props: Be creative and use items that you have that will help children understand the story. Suggestions 
(choose a few items that will help build understanding rather than using all of these suggestions): stuffed 
or toy lion, letter/invitation, dandelion flower, taffy, teacup, jacket, cap, cane 

 


