Rollins Center for Language & Literacy

REAL Time Guide for Reading Informational Texts

Complex Storybook | A Letter to Amy

Informational Text(s) | The Post Office Book: Mail and How it Moves

Topic What happens to letters that get put in the mailbox?

Read and Explore

STATE: Topic/World Knowledge (stated in the form of a question) — When we read this book, A Letter to Amy, | had some questions.
Remember, Peter wrote a special letter to his friend Amy? Look here on this page (page 16). Peter is finally putting his letter in the mailbox. We
know that Amy received the letter in time because she showed up for the party. But one question | had was: What exactly happened to this letter
after Peter dropped it in the mailbox? How did it actually get to her house? Well, | found this informational book that gave me the information
that | wanted to know. This information book has true facts about the mail. It is called

The Post Office Book: Mail and How it Moves. Let’s read it together and find out what exactly happens to letters after people put them in
mailboxes.

Purpose of the Read (to gain world knowledge) — Let’s read and find out what exactly happens to letters after people drop them in mailboxes.
How do they get to the person to whom they are addressed?

TEACH: Information Related to Topic - Questions | had: What happens to letters that get put in the mailbox?

Page # | Information to Push-In Text Tool to Teach Vocabulary Plan for ELs
8-9 This information book did not have a table of contents. So, post office — Frontload
| had to browse (that means look through it) to see if it an office or vocabulary:
had the information | wanted to know about. This book building
has a lot of information about mail, but the facts that | where people |- mail
wanted to read start on this page here (turn to pp. 8-9 — work to help - post office
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apartment buildings and also people who work in offices.
Then, people have to check their mailboxes to see if they
have mail (refer to illustrations on pp. 26-27). | am
thinking that, since Amy lived in an apartment building
(show page 5 in A Letter to Amy), her letter from Peter
was put in the mailbox in her apartment building, just like
in this picture (top right picture on page 27). Probably,
her mother or father checked their mailbox, found the
letter, and gave it to Amy. Now | know how the letter got
to Amy after Peter put it in the mailbox.

read pp. 8-9 and call attention to pictures). Here are a mail get - mailbox
variety of post office buildings. These show the outside of where it - letter
the building and this one shows the inside. But on this needs to go

page (p. 9), we can see pictures of people just dropping

mail in a mailbox (point to top left corner picture). See,

here is a boy dropping a letter in a mailbox just like the

one Peter used. Let’s read more to find out what happens

to the letter after it gets put in this mailbox.

10-11 | (after reading page 10, call attention to letter carriers) Local — for Frontload
Notice how the mail carrier in this picture is collecting all nearby places | vocabulary:
the letters in this large bag. I’'m thinking that Peter’s Sorted — put
letter to Amy was put in a bag just like this. Let’s read and into groups - mail bag
see where it goes next(read p. 11). After reading p. 11, that are alike | -local
say, I’'m thinking that the letter for Amy had to be sorted in one way
(divided into groups). I’'m thinking that the letter for Amy Divide — to
was put in the group of local mail because Amy lives separate into
nearby and not far away (or out of town). Her letter would two parts
stay here at the local post office until the letter carrier Deliver — to
picks it up and then delivers it to people who live nearby. carry

something to
somebody

26-27 | (read pp. 26-27) So, the mail that stays at the local post Apartment — Frontload
office gets picked up by letter carriers (men or women a homein a vocabulary:
who deliver the mail). Then, they deliver it to the people larger
it is addressed to — people who live in houses or building - address
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Ask and Learn

ASK: Question Related to World Knowledge — So, now that we read this informational book, tell me:
What happened to the letter after Peter put it in the big mailbox?

OR

How did the letter get to Amy after Peter put it in the mailbox that was near his house?

Ask follow-up questions to scaffold children’s responses and lead them back to the key concept.

RESPOND:

Take note of children’s interests and follow through/explore at the appropriate time.
Restate what child said in a more complex sentence.

Use correct syntax.

Model rich vocabulary.

Build on children’s statements by adding more information.
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