
 

 

START Read Planning Template 
For use with sophisticated storybooks:  books with rich vocabulary that require critical thinking.  

Gain children’s attention with a song or finger play that connects to story:  My igloo is round with a tiny low door (make circle 
with hands and hold close to ground) It's made of cold ice and snow (pretend to shiver) The inside is covered with blankets and 
fur (spread hands over large area) So it's warm when the winter winds blow. 

Story Title:  Immi’s Gift           Author:  Karin Littlewood 

State: 1st: Events State: 2nd: Thoughts & Feelings State: 3rd:  Children Retell Story 

Purpose of Read: Immi (point) lives in a 
cold, white, frozen place by herself. 
Visitors never come to her home, but one 
day animals start coming to visit. I wonder 
why the animals start coming to visit.  
Let’s read and find out. 

Purpose of Read: Remember at the 
beginning of the story how Immi would 
catch extra fish (point to pg. 4). I wonder 
why she would catch extra fish.          
Let’s read and find out.  

Purpose of Read: Now that you know 
this story so well, I would like for you to 
help tell the story. I wonder why the 
bright things Immi caught were so 
special to her. Let’s read to find out. 

Main Idea: We can make friends by sharing what we have.  

P.A.T. the Vocabulary (point to pictures, act out words, and/or give child friendly definitions of tier two words) 

Teach 

Pg.# Point Act Tell 

Pg. 2  blew frozen- hard and solid 

Pg. 4 little wooden bird  
hardly-not very much 
supper-dinner 

Pg. 10 igloo  brightest- most colorful 

Pg. 12 visitors  
far and wide- all over  
wonder-to look with excitement 

Pg. 14   Faraway-not close 

Pg.16   brighter- more colorful 

Pg. 18   melt-when the ice gets hot and turns into water 

Pg. 20  gently dropped gently-very carefully 

Pg. 21 little boy tosses wonders- thinks about 

Pg. 24 bear picks up, holds  

Focus Tier 2 Vocabulary: words may or may not be included in the story but are related and for use throughout your reads and 
throughout the day.  Be sure to include these words in your “Think Alouds”: 
1. attract – to get your attention 
2. collection - a group of things that are a bit the same, that you keep together 
3.lonely - feeling sad and alone 
4.excited - really happy 

 



 

 

 

Idea: As you plan to share your START read with your students, you can copy notes from this guide onto sticky notes and 
place on the back cover and inside your book.  Or consider printing this document (one-sided) and cut and tape these notes 

directly into your book! Try using repositionable glue to turn your paper into a sticky note. 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 3rd Read Think Alouds 

Pg. 4 

I’m noticing that it is so cold that the 
ocean is frozen solid and Immi can 
walk on it. She has to cut a hole in 
the ice to be able to fish. She lives 
far from any stores, so she has to 
fish to get food. 

Pg.4 

I’m thinking Immi must be lonely She catches 
extra fish in case someone comes to visit.  
She must want someone to visit, but it 
sounds like no one really does. 

Choose a few pages of 
the book that include 
significant events.  
 
Use the following 
scaffolds to elicit 
responses from the 
children in your class:  
 
What’s happening here?  
 
How does ________ 
feel/think about that? 
 
Support the children in 
your class and verbally 
prompt them to use 
vocabulary previously 
modeled in the 1st & 2nd 
Reads. 
 
Insert pages # below to 
review. 
Pg. 4 
Pg. 9 
Pg.10 
Pg. 14 
Pg. 16 
Pg. 20 
Pg. 24 

Pg. 8 

Look! The world above the ice is not 
very colorful-it’s white and gray– but 
under the ice there are many bright 
colors! 

Pg.9 

Immi is probably thinking “Where are all 
these colorful things coming from? These are 
not things you usually find in the frozen, 
white place I live in. I am going to put all 
these special things on my igloo to make it 
brighter and more beautiful”. 

Pg. 10 

Look at Immi’s collection, of special 
things! She caught so many bright 
things when she was fishing and she 
has put them all over her igloo.   

Pg.14 

At the beginning of this story Immi was 
lonely and wanted someone to visit her. Now 
her collection of bright things is attracting all 
the animals! They want to come because the 
igloo is so easy to see.  I bet she is feeling 
really excited to have friends visit. 

Pg. 12 

I see a lot of animals coming to visit 
Immi’s igloo! Remember how Immi 
caught an extra fish just in case, but 
hardly anyone came to visit her.  
Maybe nobody visited her before 
because Immi’s igloo blended into 
the snowy background. No one 
could see it. Now that it is bright, it 
attracts everybody- they all want to 
come and see it. 

Pg.16 

Immi is feeling a lot happier now.  She’s 
probably thinking, the colorful treasures 
made me excited, but the friends I’ve made 
are even more special. It can get lonely in 
this faraway place, but now I have made 
many friends. 

Pg. 24 

Remember when Immi threw her 
bear into the ocean? She didn’t 
know what would happen to it, but 
now I see that the little boy found it. 
It must have floated faraway from 
Immi’s cold part of the ocean to this 
warm part of the ocean. And, a long 
time ago, the little boy threw his 
colorful bird into the warm ocean, 
and it floated to Immi! Wow, the 
ocean must be full of beautiful, 
bright things! 
 
 
 

Pg.20 
 

I wonder why Immi drops her small white 
bear into the water. She’s probably thinking, 
the ocean sent me a lot of special gifts. I want 
to give a special gift to the ocean. 



 

 

 
 

Ask 
Ask a question at the end of the story that is related to the purpose for the read that you stated before 
reading.  

 Ask: 1st Read Ask: 2nd Read Ask:  3rd Read 

 
Why did the animals start 
coming to Immi’s igloo? 
 

Why did Immi want to bring 
extra fish home? 

Why were the bright things 
Immi caught so special to Immi? 

Respond 

Scaffold children’s responses by:  

 Restating their responses in a more complex sentence 

 Using proper grammar & syntax 

 Modeling rich vocabulary 

 Add more detail (tier 2 words from the story reads) 

Main Idea We can make friends by sharing what we have. 

Tie 

Create connections to the story all throughout day/week (intentional extension activities).   
For Example:   
Dramatic Play: Use large boxes to create igloos for your classroom. Have the children decorate them during 
dramatic play. Provide stuffed animals to prevent the children from getting lonely in their igloos! 
Math Center: Have children sort manipulatives into “collections” that are similar in some way. They may have 
collections of blue items, collections of large items, collections of animals – the possibilities are endless! 
Small Group Science: Freeze small cups of water to create “igloos” for the children in your group. Use eye 
droppers to allow the children to drop bits of colored water onto their igloos. Talk about how exciting this is, and 
how the colors combine to create other colors.  

 

Supports for 
Dual 

Language 

Learners 

Dual language learners comprehend and participate more when START reads are adapted. 
Learn more by checking out “When Reading Books with Dual Language Leaners,” a resource on Cox Campus. 

 Who will read/introduce the book in the home language prior to first read? 

 When will you introduce the book in English in small groups?  

 Which visuals do you need to pair with the focus words?  

 How do you say these focus words in the home language?  

 Props: 

Pg. 1st Read Think Alouds Pg. 2nd Read Think Alouds 

Pg.    Pg.24 

The little boy found the white bear and that 
probably made him think “that was a good 
idea to share my colorful, wooden bird. Now 
I have found a special gift back! Maybe 
someone found my bird and wanted to give 
me this white bear to say thank you. “ 


